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. Adding video slot machincs' to Rockingham Park
could generate as much as $200 million a year for |

New Hampshire, according to a recent study:’
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$450 million renovation’ | ° |
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Storm coats reglon In ice, towns lose powe

By Jous Basy
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S

A winter storm stipped into
*he region coating rvads and tree
imbs with ice, forcing the cancel-
ation of actuivities, and causing
TUMErous pumr uutagex last

night.
A 'winter storm warning was
posted for the entire state. The
National Weather Service said
the southern and western regions
of the state were being hit with «
major fce storm last night and

into this morning.

The storm was expected to
dump up to 12 inches of snow in
northern New Hampshire and
cause coastal flooding before it
ended.

The storm left ice hanging on
tree branches that started to
fall in Derry, Danville, Kingston,

Windham and Londonderry.
Roads were closed so the debris
could be cleared

The towns of Danville and
Kingston were without power as
of 9 last night, a dispatcher for
the Rockingham County sheriff’s
office said.

in Londonderry, a tree fell near
Bancroft and Mammoth roads
and police had to respond when
a car drove on top of it.

A partly cloudy sky with &
chance of showers were expected
for later today, with clear-
ing tonight and |ompe>r Hures

25 and

between 15 anc
Tomorrow’s fors
sun with temper:

30 degrees

Yesterday af

Please see §

Pollce:
$60.,00
stolen |
employ

Woman was wo
at Insight Technc

By Maroo Sorep s

Mg w et

Long—term planner

LONDONDERRY - A former
Insight Technology hax been aceus
almost 362000 from the company
I Meredith Moore-Flores, 3u, of M
{ charged Wednesday with falsely
[ expensing $14,986.90 worth of
i

i
P
¢
i

merchandise, which was never
actually purchased for her for-
mer emplover. She also allegedly
presented two tuition reimburse
ment reguests totaling $32.6865 for
vourse work at Bentley Universiy !
in Waltham, Mass. although ~ne *
was not enrolfed at the schoul

Insight Technology reimbursed
Maoore-Flores $61.986 94 1 total,
putice sard.

Moore-Flores wis refeased on $27

AuLEsRA BOVERMANSL, potas
Ross Moltoft has been Salem’s phmlm; director for 25 years. One area along Routs 28 that he has helped tn Beautify in town s the intersection
sround the Post Office, Citizens Bank and Rite Ald. {

Salem’s planmng director marks 25th year on the jOb

!

By Jases AL Ristiir anniversary as Salem’s planning recognizance. She ix due 1 court Ja
NI o bt T director. He has seen the town Moore-Flores told police she “mac
through some of its most contro- but she doesy 't think she 18 a crinnn

SALEM - Jt was his first day on versial periods and helped usher she way charged with five coun

the job when setectmen decided to in its largest comrereial projects, deception for alfegediy stealing the m

fire his boss

“On my third day at work, they
actually fired him and | thought,
‘O, my God, what have | gotien
miyself into?” Plunning Director
Ross Moldoff recalled.

The ougting of Salem’s town
manager was an varly lessonm
town politics for Moldofl, now
known for surviving waves of
upheaval at Sulem Town Hall over
the vears

Tt Moldoft marks his 25th

That includes the 1988 develop-
ment of the Mall at Rockingham
Park, which spans 1 million
square feet and brings thoussnds
of people into town every day. The
mall and its anchor stores alone
bring $3.4 milfion in annual 1ax
revenue to Salem.

Moldof!, 51, is credited with
establishing many of the stan.
dards developers must meet when

Please see MOLDOFF, Page 7

_ Mystery Santa

Ross Moidoft looks aver maps in his office.

administrabive a
contractor on Akire Was

Makm
spmts

NSept. 11 and Nov, 6, while
1stant at the mb
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Christmas gifts for foster

NH dancers perform
in “The Nutcracker

By MarGo Senivan
margosuiivand@eagleiribune com
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MOLDOFF:
Many
changes
in Salem

B Continued from Poge |

they want to build in Salem.
When he arrived in 1983, the
six-mile stretch of Route 24 was
a cobbled-together commer-
cial strip that had buildings
constructed from the 1950 to
1970s.

“There was a lot of pavement
but not a lot of trees.” Moldoff
said.

And there weren't a lot of
standards. either. Planners
rarely asked for traffic studies.
No one thought about adding
shrubbery or trees in between
parking spaces on the long
retail stretch.

Moldoff’s office, tucked
away in a far corner at Town
Hall, has a wall-sized map
of Rockingham County from
1860 that once befonged to his
grandparents. A collection
of rocks and shelis from the
beach sit alongside ceiling-
high rows of books about plan-
ning and development.

A “Far Side” comic strip
betruys his quiet sense of
humor. It shows a Godzilla-
sized monster standing before
a cityscape, befuddled by a
sign that reads, “You must be
as tall as this sign to attack
city.”

1t's from this office Moldoff
erafted 4 philesophy that has
slowly changed the look of
Salem

Many national retailers now
have to conform to New Eng-
fand-style architecture instead
of standard big-box develop-
ment. They are required to
piant trees and shrubbery
around their huildings or park-
ing lots. and sometimes make
substantial infrastructure
improvements,

One of the largest of those
was secured last month when
the developer for a Lowe’s
store agreed to $2 million in
road improvements for a noto-
riously congested section of
Route 28.

Early in his career, Moldoff
was 3 key witness in a federal
corruption probe of a Salem
Planning Board member. That
member was later convicted in
a bribery scheme.

“f learned of the investiga-
tion whea the police chief
calied me. He said, ‘If you have
a suit coat, put it on and come
to my office,” Moldoff said. ~1
asked, "Am 1 in trouble?” And

he said, ‘I don't know, are you? |
The FBI wants to talk to you.”” ~

The board was already roil-

ing with potitical turmoil when ¢
Moldoff took the jub in Decem-

ber 1983.

“I remember when Ross
first came in to the Planning
Board, it was very politically
organized, with deep divi-
sions between development
interests and nondevelopers,”™
said Larry Belair, a Planning
Board member in the 1470s
and 1980s. “And many of the
bigger battles had a strong
political undercurrent. Ross
did an excellent job of steering
elear of the gunfire — and the
salvos launched by the vartous
competing interests. It couldn’t

have been easy for him to come

to a new community, learn the
needs of the town, and balance
his efforts in & way that would
keep him above the fray ™

Belair is the first to admit he |

didn't agree with ail of Mold-
off’s deas back ticen.

FROM PAGE ONE THE EAGLE-TRIBUNE Friday.

BALLET: NH dancers have key roles in “T’he Nut

B Continued from Page 1

Center as g great
of ballet.

Monique Welch
Hampstead spend
dancing

“[ do aspire tod
she also said. “Ob
doing it; it’s one o
also get & lot out
tot of discipline th
learn anywhere ¢

In addition to t¢
cipline of dance ¢
respect thelr teac
try their hardest,

Montique, a seni
emy, has studied |
sive program 4t ti
of Ballet in New Y
the harlequin doli
flutes i this prod
would like to dan:
said

“Idon't really
but I Hike “The Nu
because of the ho
one m the mood.”

One New Hamp
leading role in thi

Mersades Night
the Snow Queen.
the Joffrey Ballet

¢ Ameriean Ballet Theater in New York
¢ until an injury sidelined her, noted the
; “caliber of dancing is very, very good.”

Some of the dancers are semiprofes-

. sionals who have studied at soroe of the
i best dance schools in the United States
i Emily Aubrey, 14. of Sandown, for

¢ exampie, devotes two and a half hours

a day. six days a week. to dance af the
Boston Ballet Company’s schoul. She

is 2 freshmuan at Timberlane Regonal
High School. Although school keeps ey
busy, she invests time in baflet because
she loves to perforny, she said.

“Really everything we work for in bal-
let is all to get on the stage and perform
for people,” Emily said.

She started dance lessons at age 3 and
hopes to hecome 4 ballerina with ane of
i the major companies.

“She works really hard, and she
i knows it’s 4 tough field,” her mother,
I Lor1 Aubrey, said.

S0 far, Emily has landed an under-
study roie in the Boston Ballet Com-
pany’s production of “A Midsummer
Night's Dream.” Although she did not
perform that time, she has progressed
! to the intensive level at the Bostun Bul-
let Company's school.
© “As you move up in levels each vear,
¢ you're closer to beconung part of the
company,” the 5 foot 3 inch ballerina
said.

Although she's only 14, she feels age
will not hold her back with the Boston

ROGER DARRIGRAND/Staff photo
Ctara, piayed by Angeia Franklin, adores her new nutcracker during the New England
Civic Ballet dress rehearsal of “The Nutcracker.”

Join the discus:
stories and see wl
log on o eagleerit

Ballet. Emily also hus danced i past produc-

“It's more a measure of how talented  tions of the New England Civie Com-
vou are,” she said. “Some dancers are in pany’s “The Nuteracker.” She sees the
at 16: they are home schooled.” stage at Merrimack College’s Rogers
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Great News, Comcast Cable Cust
Important information about your Comcas

Eftective January 19, 2009, the 9 e for new subsse!
Preferred Plus Bundie

Prermer Bundle
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Effactive January 6, 2008, Comcast will offer the HD Tripe Play n your market. a new se
ncluges a High-Definion set-top box and High-Defindion video service. The following are t

Christmas Trees: *28.00 0 Thile Pioy
All Bird Feeders and HD Starter - s
OFF . i The HD Starter package inciudes the following services i Starter video service, On
Bird Houses: 15% | Definition set-iop box and service, Comcast High-Speed Internet Service with PowerBos

Digiat Volce® with the Unlimited calling plan that includes unhm©ted iocal and long-distan

A&&Bh‘* Oil Sunflower % :gs gg g 145, Canada Puerto Rico and certan other LS. terrtones
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Grey Stripe Sunfiower 522 :g: gﬁﬁ HD Plus
. i i b e HD Pius package melixas the folowing services: Digital Starter andt [igitat Preterred v
Dodge’s Mix 50Ibs.§19.99 mmmwm-mmxmm‘wﬁmm
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1 e P Sunflower Hearts 40 Ibs. $55‘49 ‘The standard price for this package is $168.99 per month.
17 20 Ibs. $31.99
y Sunflower Meaties #2 50 Ibs. $31.99 HD Premier
, 26 los. $18.00 | | [0 s e e s Dt s o
f Thistle (Nyjer) Seed 20 Ibs. $25.48 Digital Video Recordar (OVR) sot-top box and service, Comcast High-Speed ntomet S
- 10 Ibs. $15.48 it Vica® with e Unkted caling ln Bt ncudes unimited local and long-itar
i Finch Detlight 16[bs.$25.99 Canada, Pueno Rico and certam uther U 5 teritones.
...... The standard price for this package is $200.90 month.
High Energy lce Meiter Sale! o ™
Suet Cake: 50 Wintar Melt Rock Salt: $4.99
11 0z $.99 each Wi suppies ost Don't have Comcast?
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Many national retailers now
have to conform to New Eng-
land-style architecture instead
of standard big-box develop-
ment. They are required to
plant trees and shrubbery
around their buildings or park-
ing lots, and sometimes make
substantial infrastructire
improvemoents.

One of the largest of those
was secured last month when
the developer for 8 Lowe’s
store agreed to $2 million in
road improvements for & noto-
riously congested section of
Route 28,

Early in his career, Moldoff
wag a key witness in a federal
corruption probe of 4 Salem
Planning Board reember. That
member was later convicted ta
a bribery scheme.

“1 learned of the investiga-
tion when the police chief
called me. He said, ‘lf you have
a suit coat, put it on and come
to my office.”” Moldoff said, “1
asked. ‘Am ! in trouble?” And
he said, '1 don’t know, are you”
The FBI wants to talk fo you.”

The board was already rotl-
ing with political turmoil when
Molidoff took the job in Decem-
ber 1983,

“I remember when Ross
first carne in to the Planning
Board, it was very politically
organized, with deep divi-
sions between development
interests and nondevelopers,”
said Larry Belair, a Planning
Board member in the 1970s
and 1980s. “And many of the
bigger bartles had a strong
political undercurrent. Ross
did an excellent job of steering
clear of the gunfire — and the
salvos launched by the various
competing interests. It couldn't
have been easy for him to come
{0 a new community, learn the
needs of the town, and balance
his efforts in a way that would
keep him above the fray.”

Belarr is the first to admit he |

didn't agree with all of Mold-
off’s ideas back then.

“In many of those years, at
the annual December public
hearing vn zoning amend-
ments, it wound up with me
on one side and him on the
other. We were literally head
to head,” Belair said with a
chuckle. “He won his share, [
feel | won my share of them,
but somewhere {n between,
there was a balance of the
interest, and the town was able
to adopt some ordinances that
enabled Salem to move for-
ward and grow in 4 measured

Muldoﬁ’ said there is no par-
ticular bit of wisdem that ted
to his longevity.

“A lot of it is dumsb luck,”
he said. “I have no particular
skills with that per se. [ve
aligned myself with the Plan-
ning Board, which was part of
my job.”

He credited former members
such as Belair for giving him
critical guidance in those early
years.

Moldotf became interested in !

land use when he moved from
suburban Detroit to Ports-
maouth during his junior year
of high school.

He lives in Salem with his
wife, Amy, and his two daugh-
ters. Aliison and Emily.
¢ .
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Christmas Trees: '28.00 .

Alil Bird Feeders and

Bird Houses: 15% OFF ' y

L I%Black Oil Sunflower 50 Ibs. $23.49
& 25 Ibs. $12.99
: Grey Stripe Sunflower 50 ibs. $26.99
25 Ibs. $14.99
Dodge’s Mix 50 Ibs. $19.99
ﬁf 201bs. $ 8.99
TSV Sunflower Hearts 40 Ibs. $55.49
g 20 Ibs. $31.99 |
Sunflower Meaties #2 50 Ibs. $31.99
- 25 ibs. $18.99
Thistie (Nyjer) Seed 20 Ibs. $25.49
z]/» 10 Ibs. $15.49
Finch Delight 16 Ibs. $25.99
High Energy ice Melter Sale!
Suet Cake: 50 Winter Melt Rock Sait: $4.99
11 oz. $.99 each Whiter suppies fast

603) 526-2253

Hours: Hampton Falls & Plaistow: M-F 8-5; Sat. 84; Sun, 3

Exeter: M-F 8-5; Sat. B4
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Effective January 6, 2008, Comcast wall ofter the HD Tripls Play i your market a new si
mcluces 4 High-Definmon set-1op box and High-Detituton video service. The foowing are
HO Tnpte Play:

HD Starter

The HD Starter package mciudes the foliowing services: Digital Starter video service, Un
Definttion sat-top box and service, Comcast High-Speed intermnet Service with PowerBix
Oigital Voice® with the Untimited calling plan that incluges unditrited local and ong-distae
U.8. Canada, Puerto Rico and certain other U.S territones.

The standard price for this package is $134.99 per month.

HD Pius

The HD Pius packane inciudes e IoHowiy) services: Digitel Starter and Digital Praferred
HBO™, On Demand, High-Deftnition sot-fop box and service, Comcast High-Speed Interne
4.8, Canatia, Puerto Rico and certain other U.S tsmitories.

The standard price for this package is $169.99 per month.

HD Premier
The HO Prenver package includes the foiowing services: Digitad Starter snd Otgital Prea
HBO, Starr®, Ci ¢, Shy @ the Sports B F , On Deme

Uigitat Video Reconder (OWR) set-top box and service. mwms:
Digital Voice® with the Uniimited calimg pran that inchdes unlimited iocal and iong-distan
Canada. Pusrio Rico and certam othey U S territnes,

‘The standard price for this package is $209.98 per month.

Don’t have Comcast?
Call 1.800.COMCAST today!

(cor

A rademarks are the property of thel respective owners Prices exciude modem rental and any tase
A1 SBIVIGES are avadabRe n alf aveas. Other 7eStrCOONs apply A nghits reserved. Comcasts 2008

We're bringing advanced

cancer care closer to vou.

if youre 1aGng cances of have 3 10ved one who s
b pleased t0 know that Dana-*arbey/New Hampshie
Hermatology 15 now spen « Londonderry. 'S a state-o
Dana-farber medical orcology unit, combining the resc
55 LanCe! st

especed (o

SUOP W

The new center piovides panents and thed famihies
acess to aovanced cancer are nght in southern New
Docars from New Hampshire Oncoiogy-Hemaolegy b
Dana-Farber team and have access to Dana-Farber sub
a0 Gsnical 1es0uIEs. AN 1S COMprenensive services -

i everything from medical oncology and chemotherapy,
matagement and paliiative care, 1 (omplementary iw
teeit acess to Dana-Farver cinicai tnais that evaiate
SE VEGHDEITS.
For more information, cail 877-DFCI-NHS or visit
www.dana-farber.org/londonderry

DANA-FARBER ’ i

CANCER INNTITETE
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enter 3t onaGiaeTy
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> SALEM

BY DERRICK PERKINS

Constmcﬁon of the new

-Lowe's includes a $2 million
~ infrastructure investment that
' could mean smooth driving for
‘Totorists on a portion of the .
. Route 28 corridor,

The agreement between the
Lowe’s developers and the Plan-

!
!
I
|
l-ningBoardcameaﬁerayearand
I
I
I
i
I

a half of negotiations that made
of traffic on an already bogged-

+ down swath of Route 28 the key

to any proposal for redeveloping

the existing plaza.

According to Jim Keller, di-

' rector of the Planning Board,

developers were given the green

 light to begin a phased construg-
tion of the new Lowe’s on Tues-

, Oct. 28, -

board had to deal with pure impact

- of the increasing volume of hun-
dreds of cars on a daily basis. How

'dnywdeelwﬂhraninfhmof’t’hai
many vehicles not only on Route
- Tomeet the concerns of town

officials, developers have agreed

to & $2 million upgrade of the
stretch of the corridor running
from Methuen, Mass,, into Sa
lem that will include widening
lanes and three brand new inter-
connected traffic lights,
Another $2 million will be
spent on improving drainage

conditions around the $20 mil-

lion, 200,000squarefoot de-
velopment that will include a
bank, Staples office store and a
tor Ross Moldoff, traffic mitiga-
tion remains one of the toughest
challenges for any business look-
ing to develop along Route 28.
*A lot of time and money is
spent by applicants going into
(infrastructure} improvements,

t  than it is now? Keep it the same

or make it better,” he said. ,
Plans to redevelop the exist

*ing Coca-Cola bottling plant fur-

therupR‘mztezahaveslowedas

ditions, Moldoff said the infra-
structure improvements asked
for by the town are not cost pro-
rused propsrties like the Lowe's
plaza or the Coca-Cola bottling

fl /[9/95/ b Qe ren .

Lowe’s ready to build

plant, has become a corner-
stone of the town’s master plan,

- according to Moldoff. Encour
_aging developers to invest in ex-

town’s tax revenue and spurs
economic growth,

“What we get when we get ro-
development - people going into
existing arees, older underuti-
lized buildings - we get more tax

“revenue and that's very impor-

tant, as well as additional jobs,

‘new stores,” said Moldoff. “We

g8t a new upgraded building”
The construction of the new
Lowe’s building and plaza is ex-
pected to be completed over the
next 18 months. Developers be-
gan talking with the town about
the proposal about three years
After eight months of serious
wark with the Lowe's develop-
br@gﬁtinboththeNoﬂ!gSﬂem
ingham Park, Keller said ths
redevelopment will prove a defi-
niteassettothetown. =
“The plaza itself is going to

* generate some pretty significant

help the other businesses, not to
mention the restaurants, It's an
Keller said. *“From a corridor
standpoint,thahﬁﬁdmwpaople
to that end of Salem and ideally
that will draw them further into’
Salem.”



LOWE'S: Store approval wi]]|
Toees usherin 2M in road work

ober 31, 2008 ;
= e . Clmtmuedﬁmn Page 1 Moldoff sajq the officia) submis-
24 PAGES sion did not ome to the Planning
barticularly wity it being on the Board unti Six monthg ago, but
5 CENTS state line. It's a prime site fop developers began talking to town
something significant. " officials in 2005

The redevelopment will bring  “7pe traffic was the big nut
a brand-new Sovereign Bapjc and  that had tg be eracked,” Mold-
ding Staples store, replae. off said. “They took that on and
ingan&ah*eadythere,’me?lameo ook 3 really good job Satisfy-
Store will get 5 new facagde. ing the Planning Board, They're
complex wil} Bet 4 new traf. making a tremendoys amount of
fic signal that will be coordinated Improvements
with othepg along Route 25, AS2 Moldoft said the py. Beard,
nillion drainage System will e which approveq the project Tyes.
installed, which js €xpected tg day night, required developers to
prevent flooding in the areador. pot anly mitigate whatever addeq
ing storms, traffic Lowe’s night generate, but
/ Developers plan ¢, widen Route ¢ Improve the oyera) traffic fiow
28 from Methuen, Mass., to the there,
Lawrence Road intersection. Keller said developers had the
Several pigeeg of private lyng challenge of improving what was
were bought to widen the road s already g faileg road for many
i rsgetacentermminglane Years,
on Route 28 1’5 one of severg] To sitnply addamajm‘&oremat
improvements Planned for the would attract thousandy more
areg. i

Bama S

Road work could begin by and kiy Comnerce in Salem, so
April 1 and e omplete by Jate had to be myel more dramatice
September, said Mare LaVoie, of than that ” Keljep said.

W/8 Development Associates. The construction project is
The work wilt be done in phases, believed to e one of the Jargest
much like 3 highway project, sipee Wal-Mart came to towp

Lavoie sajg. in the late 1990s. Thay retajl
e : . “We casr't completely shyt down giant Spent $1 million for traffic
il . the road,” pe Said. “We have to TOvemtents along Houte 28 ang

D l’iVng Wl" be €asier on mamntain the traffie figy, 80 there :tng}e Route 111 Intersection,
h f road may be lane closures, byt Wewill  The Lowe's will be 155,000
\ busy Stretc O not completely shut dowp the Square feet ang its Construction
HOW ) road.” will be one of the last phases of

By James A Kiveie

Salem p lanning Director Ross the project,
Juimbledeagletriune com . e -

L NI S SO L

; 5 will
- roval of a new Lowe’s
SAnL§2M u;;"ll;'lg;ei:piixprovements to congesied
mes
: g ingdude a
O gsfm- the recently approved st&rgsuuxfim o
massmap 3% million redevelopment of S
i “:f rties and Route 28, That wor! e
ﬁgéegﬁe Lowe’s itself, which is expected to

summer of 2010. ) ’ .
by’!?vin planne;rs said the project will transform

it < o a well-
i an old retmlstrip i
; mﬂdgswempedmszm with easier m{i g along
t e f Salem’s busiest stretches of roa ol
E m‘gl%ere’s no guestion that site has h&nc .
i 1 i
. lated for many years, ngﬁmears Ohmmlanr e
J;neshliemner e “It’s%}:::nt;erz That site, in
i ity Supreme here. g x
se%';zz of its);etaii value, hagn't been maximized.

Piease see LOWE'S, Paged
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NEW HAMPSHIRE

by Mikaela Engert

NEW HIRES

Eric Steltzer was recently hired to fill the Energy Policy
Analyst position. Most recently Eric had been working
at the Rockingham Planning Commission in Exeter as a
Regional Planner and developed a Regional Energy Master
Plan to guide local community energy efforts. Eric received
his Masters from University of New Hampshire and his
Bachelors from Colorado State University. His studies have
focused on renewable energy development, environmental
policy, and natural resource management.

Farzana Alamgir was recently hired to staff the Office of
Energy and Planning’s State Data Center and to provide
additional support for Municipal and Regional Technical
Assistance. Farzana has an undergraduate degree in
Architecture, with a Masters in City and Regional
Planning from Ohio State University. She recently
moved from Columbus, Ohio, where her previous job
was with DeJONG Inc., in Dublin, Ohio, a firm that
provides educational facilities planning. Farzana will be
working in the State Data Center in preparation of the
2010 census and SmartGrowth initiatives. Her interests
are environmental planning and SmartGrowth are her
fields of interest.

MODEL SMALL WIND ENERGY SYSTEMS
TECHNICAL BULLETIN

As a result of HB310 (hup://www.gencourt.state.
ah.us/legislarion/2008/HB0310.huml allowing
municipalities to regulate small wind energy systems, the
Office of Energy and Planning will be developing a technical
bulletin relative to model municipal ordinances for the
construction of small wind energy systems which should be
available in September.

an act

NEW DiGs

Planning Consultant Bruce Mayberry announced that he
has moved to the office campus at Pineland Farms in New
Gloucester, Maine. His new email address is bemplanning@
securespeed.us and the telephone number is (207) 688-
8433. The business address is 49 Pineland Drive, Suite
202B, New Gloucester, ME 04260.

OTHER NEWS FROM NH PLANNERS

Jeff Gowan reports that Pelham is working with the
DOT on a Town Center traffic project that entails 2
roundabouts. The DOT has employed their Context
Sensitive Solutions (CSS) approach, which Jeft says is a
wonderful change in process. The project is bumping up
against the usual local political quagmires but it is still
alive and moving forward.

Ross Moldoff, Planning Director for Salem will be
celebrating 25 years as the Planning Director in
December! According to Ross, that’s second to Dave
Holden in Portsmouth for current longevity in a single
town. Congrats, Ross!

Ross also reported that the Salem Planning Board is
currently reviewing site plans for new CVS pharmacies at 3
separate locations in Salem!

Planning Director, Rhett Lamb, reports that the City
of Keene, NH is wrapping up its six-month community
visioning process. Keene’s process was inspired by
Portsmouth’s use of study circles to engage residents in
small-group discussions about the community’s future.
Keene's version took on a different focus and we called our
study circles “Visioning Conversations’; and they were
a huge success! Two rounds of visioning conversations
were held and approximately 1,200 people participated in
the process in total, ranging in age from 12 to over 70!
We had 42 facilitators trained to help run the Visioning
Conversations and in the end, over 40 small-group
discussions occurred. The aspect that is most impressive:
the community drove this process and very little was done
in terms of traditional marketing and outreach to draw
in participants. A majority of it was done word-of-mouth
by the Steering Committee, interested citizens, volunteers,
and our community facilitators. The vision and core
community values statements are in the drafting phase
and we hope to have it endorsed by the community and
approved by Council in September/October. The Next
Step: an RFP will be issued in the fall for incorporating the
vision and core community values into a comprehensive
master planning process, tentatively scheduled to begin in
late November.

THE RESULTS OF
THE NH PLANNER'S
MEMBERSHIP SURVEY
ON LEGISLATIVE
AND POLICY ISSUES
CAN BE FOUND AT
NHPLANNERS.ORG.
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» Salem . /a/mg ml

Couple files suit
after town rejects

“kennel proposal

By James A. KivBLe
Ikimble i eagletribune.com

A SALIM Amnplewhoplannedtebuﬂdaakm- :

nel in a rural neighborhood are now suing the
town because those plans were rejected by town
planners.

Tom and Donna Richard of Salem are asking a
Superior Court judge to toss out the Salem Plan-
ning Board’s decision on Aug. 26, and give them
paﬁndonhconmmehmnembapethwdhg

Several neighbors, including Keith BelAir,
oppoued the Richards’ plans, which could have

~ brought 28 dogs and cats to the Galway Lane home.

The abutters worried about more traffic coming to
their neighborhood and the kind of health prob-
lems that could arise from animal waste in the

Adarea.

C{ENNEL: Proposal"

- Contmuedﬁnm Page

Supeﬂoerrt,chhmtlean
ning Board did not follow its own

~ rule and voted hasedonpubud
sentiment, ‘
e I!elAtrsai&hestandsbelﬂnd ‘

the board's decision, saying

- it was based on more lhan
emotion.

“One of their rules is the\‘

E should look at how it affects the

town residents and its immedi-

_ate neighborhood and that’s
S exactly whal thex did.“ he sald
‘vesterday.

But the couples !awyetk
Thomas MacMillan, said the

‘bnnﬂlwasrequiredtoapprm

the project, despite neighbors
complaints. -
- “While the Richards reaﬁze

k that their proposal was cer-

,tainiy not & popular one with

The lawsuit, filed in Rockingham (‘ounty &
Hmmmms /

this is not the criteria the board
had to take into consideration .
of their site plan appllcauun,
MacMillan wrote

Neighbors have been ﬂghtmg

plans for the kennel since late

2006. MacMillan contends his

clients hired traffic consultants

- and commissioned an environ-

mental study to alleviate the
board’s concerns about traffic
or health problems. =~

The Planning Board twice
réjected the plan after the
Richards won one appeal before
the town's Zoning Board of
Adjustment.

Planning Board Fhairman
James Keller said vesterday he
has not yet seen the lawsuit, but

said he believes the board made.

a legally justifiable decision.
“What I will say is the board

rejected couple sues

_  either theboerdurtheabuuers.

followed the rules and fol-
lowed the Iaws and did what it
_thought was right,” Keller said.

7 “It was a commercial entity and |

* 'was not right for the neighbor-
hood, and posed a threat to the
neighborhood.™

Keller said the lawsuit was
unfortunate, but éxpected. -

- Not everyone had agreed with

the Planning Board’s decision,
which was a 6-0-1 vote, Planning

Director Ross Moldoff said the
town’s Building Department ini-
tially concluded the Richards’

plan was legal because kennels,
nurséries and greenhouses are

- allowed in areas that are zoned

rural. Moldoff said he supported
that deciston along with the
town lawyer,

The town has approximately
90 days to respond to the
lawsuit.
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Coke plant plans

Developers, officials strive to build while
keeping extra traffic down

BY DERRICK PERKINS

perkins.derrick @ grmad.com
inding a solution to
the notoricusly heavy
Salem Depot traffic
remains a significant chal
lenge for developers who
have been working with the
town to redevelop the ald

Coca-€ola bottling plant.

' “The (planning) board is
certainly open and eager to
see something happen there,
but not at the expense of add-
ing to the Depot traffic,” said
Ilml(ellar,chanmanofthe

pair plan to keep from adding
to & section of town renownsd
for its traffic hangups.

Keller described the area
-around the intersection of
Routes 28 and 97 - known as
the Salem Depot - as a “bot-
teneck”

“If you travel to the Depot
on a weekend or at rush hour
in the evening during the
weekday, it’'s extreordinarily
painful The delays are sig-
nificant and ‘gridlock’ is the
word,” he said.

Adding the 200 or 300
estimated extra car trips a
day without making any im-

provements to the infrastruc-
ture around the bottling plant
would only add to the con-
gostion, Keller said.

While the board is behind

SalamsPhnnngimcbur
Ross Moldoff described tack-
ling the Depot traffic as the
“big hurdle” for Metscott.

“(The Depot) is very close
to what we consider to be
the biggest traffic problem in
town,” Moldoff said.

Salem requires that new

developments mitigate any
impact they might have on lo-
cal traffic conditions. Space
constraints on that section
of Route 28 limit how much
the road could be widened, a
strategy used widely during
the development of other sec-
tions of the commerdial strip,
according to Moldoff.

“The problem is that
there is not much right of
way there,” he said.

While there has been
some talk about adding an ex-
tra traffic light and a possible
left turn lane, both Moldoff
and Kaller agree that it is stifl
to early o discuss coneretn
solutions to the problem, a

seimmmtechoedbytrafﬂc

engineer. We don’t want to
say 0o too much,” said Jeff

Santacruz, of Greenman- ..
Pederson Inc. “We're Iooking .

at it from our standpoint and
our development. There are
some constraints at the in-
tersection. We're working on
that right now.*

While traffic problems
may delay the eventual con-
strugtion, the redevelopment
of the old boitling plant is
seen by members of the plan-
ning board as part of the
revitalization of the Depot.
Though the town’s manufac-
turing landmark will likely be
moastly, if not complstely, de-
molished, Keller said the new
commercial development fit
into the larger vision of a fu-

- ture downtown retail area.

“Although there maybe
aspects to it they'd like to
save, the facade or the dlock,
the way it is built it isn’t con-
ducive to redevelopment in
& very nice way,” Keller said.
*The board, for a number of
years, has really sought to en-
hance, expand and accelerate
redevelopment of the retail
corridor. The Depot has been
the vision of a downtown
used purposes. it would cer-
tainly be & nice addition to
that concept.”

Eating from the garden

rmmmammmmw@m,Wﬁpmmmm
mmawmmmummmmsmmmu
month in the chapel at Salemhaven on Geremonty Drive. For mor information, call Nanc
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Lowes

LOWE'S: mw'smwmmmmmmmmm
- Contiued from page A-1 10 bringin more traffic” Mokloff  ing of traffic congestion an Route

wﬂhtheﬂannlngBoardﬁxm enid. “They're providinga bigben- 28 rather than an increase:
& yoar to decide what upgrades e&mﬁmbwnbewmthsy'm_

*Tha situstion will be better

wmﬂdhsme&admmdarﬁxtha

after adding the oew traffic into

Lowe's than it s today,” he said.
Koller said the proposed im-

provenants have made the Plan-

‘tohelp

Y 2

o TR

flow

Store’s road fixes
will solve some

 traffic problems,

planners say

BY DERRICK PERKINS
‘paridhe. derrick @grmel cony

A strstch of Routs 28 alreedy

tenglemonts
provemsnt by next year as plans
to build a nsw Lowe's store,
which indude a $2 million in-
vestment into road work, move
forward.

Planning Director Ross
Moldoff called the potential road
upgrades & “huge beusfit” for
the town, which he says has not
s]mwnmymtmeﬂinmﬂmg
the current

akmgﬂmRmtaZSsinp.
'(It’a)awwmofmudthnth
stod with massive

,t‘aﬁﬂbm:hlpsthatthem

ham‘tslmwnanyhxﬂinxﬁun

k,l‘ o

Moldoﬁsaid.‘n’snln@m‘
for the town.”
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Planners reject kennel proposal

By Jamzs A. Kimpre
Simble@engletribune.com
SALEM | The Planning Board
rejected plans to allow a kennel
for 28 dogs and cats at a 2-acre
residential lot on Galway Lane,
citing health and safety concerns
for n g
. The decision capped an almost
yearlong debate over whether
the town should allow Tom and
Donna Richard to convert gz
duplex home in a' rurally zoned
neighborhood into a business
they called Furry Friends.
Neighbors have been protest-
ing the plan since its inception in
late 2006, saying it would lessen
their property values, and per-
haps create unwanted noise and
disease from an abundance of
dog waste. y ) -
“These are long-term residents
herewhohadqmteabitatstake,”
said Keith BelAir, a neighbor of
the Richards, who protested the
kennel. o
BelAir, who lived in the Richard
home years agg, said the couple
seemedtoviewthehouseasonly
an investment, without first con-
sldering whether if was viable for
a residential neighborhood. )
“They had no connection to the
neighborhood,” he said. “They
figured it was a good place to
do this and there was not a lot

of consideration of what it would.

do to us —and we took offense
fothat” .

But the effort to build the ken-
nel on Galway Lane may not be
over. The Richards could appeal
the decision to Superior Court,
a move many town officials are
expecting, given the project’s his-

- tory o far. Board members voted
against the kennel, 6-0, with
board member Robert Campbell

The Richards’ lawyer, Thomas
‘MacMillan, said yesterday
appealing the decision might be
his clients’ most viable option,
but the couple is still consider-
ing what to do next,

" “They’re more than a little dis-
appointed, not only with the deci-
sion but with the way it’s been
handled,” MacMillan gaid.

Since December 2007, Mac-

Millan said, his clients spent | |-

a considerable sum paying for
traffic consultants, an environ-
mental study and other expenses
to answer the concerns of the
Planning Board and neighbors.
The state also approved a septic
ystem plan for the business.
“They have spent a lot of
money in doing it, and I think
they’'ve addressed every viable
issue,” MacMillan said. .~
The decision Tuesday was

the
———— e

second time the Planning Board
" has rejected the Furry Friends
plan. In February, the Planning

BoardmmeddowntheRichmﬂs’~

plan, saying the kennel was not
allowed in a rural disttict. But
that opinion was contrary to the
interpretation of the town’s attor-
ney, according to Direc-
tor Ross Mokioff.Pl‘m»nmg

“The permitted uses in rural
distriet include kennels, nurser-
fes and greenhouses,” Moldoff
sald. “Our interpretation (by
the building department) was it

Wwas a permitted use, and we con- .

firmed that with our attorney.”

« The Richards appealed the
decision to Salem’s Zoning
Board of Adjustment in April,
which agreed with the attorney
that it was an allowed business.
Throughout the process, Furry
Friends has been downscaled and
changed in response to concerns

heard at a number of hearings, -

according to Moldoff.

The couple initially proposed
having 70 animals on the prop-
erty and keeping animals outside,
Later, the applicants whittled the
number of animals down to 50,

then 28, and decided to keep ani-
mals ingide, ;

In the most recent application,
the Richards supplied the board
with a five-page operation man-
ual that covered waste di
overnight monitoring and sound-
proofing walls, Moldoff said.

Planning Board Chairman
James Keller said the board wres-
tied with ensuring the business
would not pose health or safety
risks to the nelghborhood. The

Possibility of dogs getting loose

while beinig dropped off and hav-
ing the business open on week-
ends were among the concerns
the board had, he said.

In recent years, residents have
voted to clamp down on allowing
businesses within residential

- areas.

Keller said it’s rare the board
denies a plan, and the decision
wasn't made lightly.

“It’s important to note we had
a half dozen meetings and we

went to great lengths, and the

applicant went to great lengths,
to make it work,” Keller said.
“But, in the end, the project just
didn’t fit.”
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Lowes offers ez ke
'$2M in upgrades
to Route 28

By JamEs A. KiMBLE
Jkimble@eagletribune.com

‘SALEM, N.H. — Throngs of drivers who head
north along Route 28 hetween Methuen and Salem
are familiar with the backups caused by the lure of ’
tax-free shopping in New Hampshire.
| But $2 million in road improvements proposed

by a developer may alleviate some of that traffic

congestion. .

That’s how much developers for a new Lowe’s
store are proposing for the stretch of Route 28 in
- the two towns. Lowe’s is offering the road improve-
ments to relieve concerns of Salem planners about
increasing traffic in an area already known for its
cloggedroads. . ' o ‘
*”It’s fair to say the principal perspective that the
board is taking is we have a pretty dire situation
there right now on the border,” said James Keller,

Salem Planning Board chairman. “Go there any

day, particularly a weekend day, and it’s gridlock

from the Lawrence Road intersection all the way
-up to (Route) 213.”

Please see IMPROVEMENTS, Page 5




IMPROVEMENTS: Road

M Continued from Page 1

Keller said it's been the board’s
stance that any additional devel-
opment in the area would need
to dramatically improve the traf-
fic, rather than add to the cur-
rent problem.

Lowe’s wants to build a
150,000-square-foot store in the
plaza where the Staples and
Namco stores now sit. Plans call
for the developer to raze the cur-
rent Staples store and Sovereign

Bank,-and replace them with

new, freestanding bufldings.

Project manager Marc LaVoie
expects the entire redevelop-
ment to cost shout $8 million.
But that figure does not inelug
the new Lowe’s building. -

Lowe's will build its own store
at the site, said LaVoie, of W/S
Development Associates. LaVoie
said he hopes the Planning
Board will approve the entire
site plan by this fall. N

1f that happens, workers could
break ground by this winter.
Road work would begin next
spring and last through the sum-
mer, according to LaVoie, -

Making road improvements

is nothing new to developers,

but LaVoie said having to fix the

_ traffic backup was something
exceptional.’

-"We’re in the retail develop-

ment business, so we want to

" be where the traffic is,” he said.

“This particular location has a

- lot more traffic on it. This (pFoj- -

ect) is a redevelopment, but
this site would probably be a
 little more than we what usually
spend to mitigate and improve
traffic” = )
- The Planning Board recently
“4pproved Lowe’s plan to spend
$2 million to improve traffic
flow in the area. But it could
still be weeks or months before
planners and the developers
work out several other issues,
including building design and
light i

. State road officials also have .

to approve the upgrades to
Route 28.

CIf the store is approved, it

[flnwe’si;pmposingaﬁﬂhlane
' for Route 28 that would stretch
|| just south of the state fie. I

would be'used as a turminig fane | |

|1 info Pizzesia Uno in Methuen A
© i1 and the proposed Lowe's store | | &
in Salem. i

F——

could mean widening Route 28
from Methuen up to the Law-
rence Road intersection. That
would allow for the addition of
a fifth center lane that could he
uged for turuing in and ont of
stores. Currently that stretch of
Route 28 has two lanes in each
direction.

Steve Pernaw, a town-hired

traffi¢ consultant, said widen-

.ing the road would mean it could

handle more cars at any given
time,

"It would add to the capacity
of the corridor and it would pro-
vide a protected left-turn lane
for vehicles entering the Lawe’s
site. ... So, it’s going to improve -
traffic operations and traffic
capacity,” Pernaw said.

Town planner Ross Moldoff
sdid communities are hesitant to
mvest in this type of toadwork.

“The towns typically are
not making capacity improve-
ments,” Moldoff said. “I think
the last time in Salem was 20

way upgrades in Salem planned

" OTHER IMPROVEMENTS

m Pizzeria Uno in Methuen would gain a turning fane - along with the Lowe’s
which sifs on the Salem side of the state fine, - = .

& Uno's parking lot would be consolidated with its neighbor, M&N Convenience
Shre,aspartofaplantobmtdaneu,tmx'wayintersecﬁonwiﬂwahafﬁcﬁqht
That Intersection would replace one that now sits just south of the plaza where

Lowe's wants to build, * .

® Ted's Mobil Gas Station in Methuen dnd Paysaver Conveniience Store, its negt-

door neighbor in Saler, also would have their lots consolidated with Lowe's s0
drivers could drive from one business to another, S

- Trafﬁcsiqndsaisomﬂdbecoonﬁnatedbetweenﬂethuenandsmmto

' smoothotﬁﬂteﬁowomﬁﬁcmtraﬁkﬁqhtswwldhavevideomnﬂmmq
equipment and the ability to let emergenicy workers control them remately.

years ago with Pelham Road. ...
The reason why is because it's
very expensive.”

The last time Salem saw road
improvements on someone else’s
dime happened in the late 1990s,
when Wal-Mart spent $1 million

for traffic improvements along

Route 28 and at its intersection
with Route 111 Before that, the
Mall at Rockingham Park spent

approximately $20 million on
road upgrades around its site,
wiiich included the flyover that
drivers take to access the mall
from Bxit 1. '
When the Planning Board
called for such improvements
with the mall, some residents
and state officials criticized the
board, with one official calling it
“extortion,” Moldoff recafled.
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" Officials are

Specml tax districts

gain support for
funding projects

By James A. KiMBLE
STAFF WRITER

SALEM - Two proposals now
being studied by town officials conld
change how large projects — such ag

a new police station or a sewer

areas of town see it as a vehicle for

funding projects that have failed to
gain support at the polls in years
past.

Salem De-
pot, Route 28 and a nearby industrial
park as poteatial TIF districts. Once
the districts are
quent tax increases for TIF district
properties would be set aside for in-
frastructm'e improvements in the

Fbrmmﬁe,mkeamatybang
taxed at $2,000 a year when the TIF
district is established. If the tax hill
for that property rises to $2,300 the
next year, $300 would be set agide for
infrastructure tmprovements,

“Tm anxious to see if this could be
nsedasatodﬂmteonldhnmvvean
area,” Selectman Michael Lyons said.

The proposal is gaining broad sup-
port from selectmen and Planning
Board members. Town staff mem-
bers are developing a propogal that
couldgobeforevuba'snmﬁmvh

It’smtﬂmomyp!anmﬂwwwks

mmmgmwcbmme
town's policy that reqiives a two-
thirds majarity to approve big<dotiar
projects.

Town officials have placed some of
the blame for the crumbling infra-
structure on the need to get approval
mmpmdﬂmvm-s,umm
mijority. Oommiueemmlbemmay
reconnnend revising the Town Char-
ter 80 only 60 pervent voter approval
would be noeded.

Gonmﬂttee(hahanmﬂelNor~,
ris said the group has jast began talks
about changing the needed vote for
major projects. He said the committes
winhnkiapamuchmzmgmﬁsmo—

 posals Sept 5.

]fSa!mnvomdeﬁdedtomte
TIF districts next March, Sy would-

n’'t be the first to try # out. [t's &
method alresdy being used in Derry  safd,
and Goffstown.

Christopher Goodnow, a cotnmer-
cial real estate consultant tn Salem,
said property owners generally favor
Increment districts for the same rea-
sons town officials do.

“1 can't speak to a specific proposal

. {in Salem), but the TIF ides is an in-
- teresting one because it doesn't bur-

den existing taxpayers, but creates

leigh Drive. Cléarly, the concept could
have some real merit”

Lyons said he envisions a TIF dis-
trict enabling the town to set aside
enough new tax dollars to pay the en-
tire cost of projects that have been
long on the books, but could never
win enough support at the polls. He is
a member of the committee and fa-

posedtoexpmdseweragetotbewest

subse-  of Interstate 83 as a project that could

be fully funded by TYF backing. That
project fafled in 2001 to get the two-
ﬂﬂrdsvomrap;mval,deqﬁegetﬂng
a$15 million federal grant to help pay
for the work.

The Route 28/Main Street intersec-
tion within the old Depot could be an-
other benefactor from having a TIF
designation, he said.

“As a selectman, I don't hide from
the concept that 'm pursuing a strat-
egybywlﬁdl——whereamqn-kate
we should be able to take on debt for
worthy projects and replace infra-
structure,” he said. “And at same
time, it alleviates any birden on tax-
payers. We should be doing that as
well”

Onemem,eveuanx)ngsuppmt
ers, has been whether Salem could
end up overtaxing busingsses and de-
velopments with a settes of fees aj-
ready in place.

Salemn alpeAtly requires developers
to pay an impact fee to cover in-

argue, ‘Hey,
that's enough. We don’t need to do
m&Wedm‘twantbn&cam'age
people

mmm@m
Developens for a Lowe's store now
bettng conzidered along the Methuen
town Hine are promising §2 million in
road tmprovements, while while still pay-
ing Ssl,ooomimpmfees Moldoft

"Some people would say in a down
economy, be realistic,” he satd. “Oth-
ers gay, ‘Hey, people want to be
here.” I could see a concern among
some here in the commaunity to
make sure you don’t go too far in
terms of what's reasonable and ra-
tional. Where TIF fits into that I
have no idea.”
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Salem selectmen

OK farm

By JAMES A. KIMBLE
STAFF WRITER

SALEM — An influx of land-
use taxes could grow enough to
cover the cost of buying Hawkins
Farm, town officials said last

Selectmen approved, 4-1, the
purchase of the former 15-aere
farm for $950,000, marking one of
the biggest open land buys in
years.

Planning Director Ross Moldoff
provided more details on how the
land would be paid for before the
selectmen approved the deal. The
Conseryation Commission will
pay $750,000 to landowner Ed
Hawkins of Chester at the closi

The commission would then
have three years to pay off the re-
maining $200,000. That money
would come from Salem’s land
conservation fund.

Moldoff said that in the last
four years, developers have been
pouring thousaryds of dollars into
the fund by paving land-use-
change taxes.

“The feeling is the fund may be
replenished over three vears,”
Moldoff said.

Such taxes are paid when prop-
21ty is taken out of “current use”
status, a state easement that en-
courages conservation in ex-
change for a lower tax assess-
ment,

Since 2004, approximateiy
$552,000 has been paid into the
iand conservation fund, Moldoff
said.

The largest single payer during
that perfod was the deveiopers of
Braemoor Woods, # large-scale

purchase

condominium and housing com- -
plex on the former Lord property

“off Veterans Parkway. They paid

$89,000 in 2007 and $267,000 in
2006. The fund took in $143,000 in
2005 and $53,000 in 2004.

If the fund doesn’t provide the
remaining $200,000, the commis-
sion has agreed to subdivide g
single-family home on the prop-
erty and give it to Hawkins.

Selectman Pat Hargreaves, the
lone dissenter, said he was un-
comfortable with waiting so long
to pay off the balance,

“I don’t like the idea of owing
someone $200,000,” he said, “If
we're so confident we're getting
money from the change-in-use
fee, why not pay him now? To
me, it just doesn’t seem right.”

‘At first, board members ex-
pressed unease at taking on the
house along with the land.

Moldoff explained that Hawkins
only wanted to sell the land with
the home, not separately.

Selectmen Chairman Elizaberh
Roth stressed that taxpavers
wouldn't be held lable for 1he na. -
ance of the purchase if the fund &=
1ot repienished.

Conservation Comminsion
rare and prized piece of Iang. The
farm largely grew corn ang site
along the Spicket River and Slacd
plain. It's next to five acrag o2
town-owned conservation iand
and other private properties wisr
conservation easements.

Town officials said thev my
iease part of the property o
cal farmer, and 2iso cowd
ap a piece of the iand 1o comzns-
nity gardens.




"Town set
to buy

Haw

farmland

largatpurchasgsof
are expectod to sign off ox the

buying a 15-acre farm for con-
chase of Hawkins Farm on

By James A KnvaLe
STAFF WRITER
it one'of the

SALEM — The town is

servation land, making
open.space in more than a decade,

$650,000 pur-

half after 3 dea,
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W Continued from Page 1

cording to Carter. .
“With the cost of food these

days, if you had 10-or 12 people
~who wanted to doit, it’s possible,”
be sald

Salem began talking to
Hawkins abiout two months ago
when he approached the town
about buying the land.

Flanning Director Ross Moldoff
sald the Hawking Farm abuts an
additional 5 dicres of conservation
land Salem bought in 1997,

“It borders the Spicket River

The money in the land acquisi-
ry sources: Salem had $200,000 set
aside years ago for a land buy
that never happened. And over
the years, the town has accumn-

PREVIOUS
CONSERVATION
PURCHASES

1994, Lord family, Veterans Memori-
al Parioway, 48 acres, 57,200

W 1996, St Joseph Chyrch, Zion Wil
Road, 5 acres, $180,000

1997, Gianite State Baptist Church,
Budron Avenus, 23 acres, $45,000
1997, Murray, Town Farm Road,
ahout 7 acres, $5,000

an added tax for converting their
land from a conservation status
known ag current use to devel-
opable land, scconding to Mokioff.

The fund has rarely been
tapped. One of the last large pur-
chases came in 1996, when the
town bought about 5 aeres from
St. Joseph Church for $180,000.

Salem bought a much larger
parcel, 23 acres, from Granite
State Baptist Church in 1997 far
$45,000, but the property was
largely wetlands, according to
Moldoff and property records.

Carter sald he is pleased the
land won't be sold for develop-
ment, which could have resulted
in seven or eight homes heing
built on the property. “As a com-
mission, we're saylng we want to
protect this land and it’s really
crucialto do this, especially along

" As part of the agreement,

lated money from people paying

Salem is paying the bulk of the
purchase price to Hawkins and

*That money cotld be requested
at Town Meeiing or it could be
paid for through the same fund,
-according to Moldoff. Auother al-
ternative would be to subdivide
the home on the property and sell
it, be said.

apar:,
upon rows of core spreat ue

satd. Peopie wouid

the property.

ownership of the property, the spirtt of farm-

g
g3
wm
,mv.
1
1

8
w ;m..

In the mid-1980s, rows
Hawkins Farm, Carter

‘resh corn at a stand on

E

With town

ing may ltve on.

like to legge
Angther section of

may e opened to community zardens. where nespie

of the property to a local farmer.

could grow thetr own vegetables o 20-by-20-f00% iote, go-

Conservation Commission members would

part
and

“lease see FARM, Page o
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Abutters don’t want animal shelter in their neighborhood

BY DERRICK PERKINS
paddvadamcconmnet

esidents of Brady

Avenue again chal-

lenged a plan by
the Salem Animal Rescue
League to construct a new
animal shelter in their neigh-
borhood. '

Raising concerns over traf-
fic, noise, animal waste and

dor, potential neighbors of
-18 15,000-square-foot shelter
lined up at the Tuesday, June
24, Planning Board meeting
to express their reservations
about a project that is still in
the conceptual phase.

Shelter architect Steve
Iensenpresentedﬁguresm
paring the proposed building
to other large smmes in

criticisms over the propesed
size and layout of the shelter,
Terry Perrino, of 70 Brady
Ave.,, remained unconvinced
and challenged Jensen's fig-
ures while voicing concerns
that the presence of the shel-
ter would lower the value of
his property.

“T'm still opposed,” he told
the board. “I still don’t think

“People that know us appreciate
the work that we do. I hope we're able
to address all the concems
to our abutters. SARL has always
~ been a good neighbor.”

~ Valorte Hayes, dWOfW)gWWWMb{S‘IRL,

they should have an animal
rescue league on Brady.”
Jensen, who has designed
shelters across the country,
mChldJng one in Methuen,
Mass., andanﬂthermBmck-

Changes to the ongmai
concept made by Jensen since
the April meeting included
adding a row of evergreens
or shrubs along the property
lines, adding fence to the dog
play area and using a land-
scape finish for the proposed
retaining walls for aesthetic
purposes.

According to Jensen, more

work needed to be done.

“We're going to have to
rescale (the shelter),” he said.
“We'll be in front of the board
again.”

David Fredrickson, of 16
Brady Ave,, called for a study
of the impact of new traffic
and criticized SARL for not
yet applying for a permit for
their proposed septic system
andmhuddadnvewayona
state road.

“T'm against this. It doesn't
fit,” he said. “We've been a
quiet neighborhood and we
haven't asked much from the
town. This is something the
town could do for us, to pre-
serve the tranquility that we
now possess.”

SARL has been working
with the town for more than

sixmonthstolocateasiheon i

which to build a new shelter,
according planning director
Ross Moldoff. The location on
Brady Avenue was received
from a benefactor and is one
of several sites explored by
the animal rescue league.
According to Valorie
Hayes, director of market-
ing and media relations for
SARL, the organization is
currently operating out of
three modular shelters. Five
or six years ago, SARL had
been informed that the land
they operated on would be
flooded and reclaimed for
wetland use by the state and
mwn,shesald.Atthatpomt,
the 15-yearold organization
began searching far a new

location.

Hayes called the previ-
ous meeting before the board
“amiicable.”

‘Some of the neighbors
expressed concerns. Every-
thing was very amicable.
People that know us appreci-
ate the work that we do,” she
said. “I hope we're able to ad-
dress all the concerns to our
abutters. SARL has always
been a good neighbar.”

s s s
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Coke plant
may be
demolished

Developers turn to plan
to build new plaza

BY JIM DEVINE

Jjameswdevine @mac.com’

he former Coca-

Cola bottling plant

could come down
in new plans to redevelop
the bis‘toric’South Broad-
way property.

More than two years
after Joe Scott and Dennis
Metayer purchased the
property for $3 million
with plans to refurbish it
and make it a retail out
let plaza, MetScott, their
company, has gone back to
plans to demolish the plant
and build three buildings
totaling 37,000 square feet.

The Planning Board
reviewed the plans favor
ably earlier this month
with primary concerns fo-
cused on traffic, according
to Planning Director Ross
Moldoff.

The plaza would make
room for four retail loca-
tions, a restaurant, a coffee
shop and a 13,000-square-
foot pharmacy, -according
to submitted plans.

“The board was recep-
tive to it, but they still have
a long way to go through
the planning process,” said
Moldoff.

Current plans include

one main driveway, which
would add another set of
lights less than a half mile
away from the regularly
backed-up Depot intersec-
tion of Main Street and
South Broadway.

While the Planning
Board has had concerns

of additional traffic since -

the plans were introduced
two years ago, Moldoff said
changing the plans from
having two driveways to
one would focus discussion
on turning lanes and traffic
capacity.

“On any given Friday
afternoor, it'll back up {on
South Broadway) all the
way down to the post of-
fice, which is about a mile,”
Moldoff said.

The developers are ex-
pected to continue work-
ing with the town’s traffic
consultant to push the de-
velopment in a direction
that'll handle new traffic
while improving the cur-
rent situation as a whole,
Moldoff said.

“We're dealing with
Lowe’s on the other end of
Route 28 with the same is-
sues,” he said. “It's a matter
of finding a way to handle
traffic better than it was
before.”
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Condo OK likely,
but affordable umts
are still uncertain

By GORDON FRASER
STAFF WRITER

SALEM — As plans for a major
housing development likely move
forward tomorrow, the 12 units
that were supposed to be set
,aside for low-income sentors face
more obstacles than ever in get-
ting built.

. The long-delayed Braemoor

Woods mixed housing develop-
meunt will be before the Planning
Board tomorrow. It was first
proposed three years ago and is

slated to fnclude senior housing, -

townhouses and high-end
condominiums.

Eighty-eight proposed high-end
condominfums stil} have to be ap-
proved at the Veterans Memorial
Parkway site, although plans for
them already have been re-
viewed by the board, aecording to
Steven Lewis, part owner of the

project.
“I think it will be relatively - v
" quick and easy, but every time 1
- say that it will, it takes two
hours,” Planning Director Ross .
Moldofr said of the cm:domln.lmn X

approval.

But, regardless of what hap-

pens to the 88 propused condos, k
-another key feature of the Brae- 3

moor Woods plat 1s In jeopardy.
Even though land for 12 afford
able, over-85 housing units was
donated to the Salem Houslng
Authority, money from the state
hasn’t come down to bufld them

“We applied for tax credits

through New

Housing
(Finance Authority) and we were:

not successful in this last round,”

said Diane Kierstead, who ring
. the Salem Housing Authority

“The bodrd 18 lookinig into, possi-

bly, other options or nllemaljvz-sy;

overthere™ ©

" “But just what lhrm .lll( rna-
tives might be, of how soon they
could be realized, isn't clear; hk’r-
stead said.

The Salem Housing Authority
will likely apply for tax credits in
the second round of awards this
year, but only about $i million in
credits I8 available, according fo
Housing Finance Authority
spokesworman Jane Law.

Nearly $1.7 million was given
away in the first round this year;
.according to the state agency’s

Web sita.

The Salem affordable housing
project already has some funding
— it got a $500,000 grant from the
'Federal Home Loan Bank of
Boston last year —but it needs
tax credits to move forward, Kier-
stead said. N

The $208,000 in tax credits
Salem applied for could be used
to encourage more than $1.5 mil-
lion in private funding from in- |
vestors, who would beneflt from
10 years of tax write-offs, Law
‘said.

But even {f the Salem Housing
Autherity does manage to get its

tax credits this year — whiich Law

said is certainly possible — the af-
fordable housing might not do as
much good as Kierstead would
like.

That’s because the local hous-
ing authority has twe kinds of
rental units: public bousing and
tax credit housing.

. Publie housing rents are adjust-

‘ed based on a renter’s income,

and a one-bedsoom apartment
cangul‘orﬂﬂ@arnmamonth,
Kierstead said

The tax credit hmmng like
the 12 proposed units at Brae-
‘moor — are much more expen-
sive. Rent for 4 one-bedroom
there would typically go for $700
a month, only slightly lower than

" the market rate.

The publie housing program

has a walling list 230 people

deep, Kibratead said. The tax
eredit housing program, which
is smaller, (mly has about 20 peo-
pleon it -

- “Not’ allthepnoplennmepub»
lic housing list can meet (the tax
credit) rents,” she sald. -

Despite that, Kierstead thinks
the 12 affordable units at Brae-
moor Woods eventually will be
built — it's just a l'n.llll.'l‘ of when
and how

“I' don’t think it's a matter of
whether it's going to get scrapped
altogether,” she said.

And waiting a long time is
something the other Braemoor
Woods developers, Iike Lewis,
have gotlen nsed to, -~

“Everyone thmig’hf. all these
s were going to be there tomor-
row,” Lewls said. “(But) our
phased approach wouldn't let us
bulld It out all in ohe year anyway.”

w
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Planners wei gh
reject new rule
on site Vlslts

By GORDON FrASER
SI‘AFFWRHER

one ~—~ access l.u thc slua wnlk by
the noo-board public,” he said.
©. ., -The Planning Board Tuesday
SALEM — Landowners whao ‘cut Harvey’s language; which
wantappmvalfor a
but don’t want crowds of mopl é Planning Board to reject an ap-
traipsing across their land during pﬁcaﬁmifﬂzewhﬁchnotmnted
tbeappﬁmﬁmmces&nﬂght L .,
~the town’s Plan

russday rejected a” -

'Basxcally,‘f(a ite walk is) a

s strlci’ new rule that would have scheduled meoting, and meetings

gtvemthebom*dtherightto@ect are open to the public,” shie said.

. ‘applications from uneooperaﬂve
landowners.
In a'review of the Planning

' Board’s bylaws, board member

- The whole question might be
moot, anyway awordmg to Mold-
off.

“We (hold site walks) very, very

R et~ g

Linda Harvey had recommended rarely. The . Board typi-
language that would have given eally asks for me to g0 out to the
the panel authority to reject an ap- - site and tell them,” Moldof¥ said.
plication if a landowner refysed to . . The planning, diréctor siid the
Ietmembetsoﬁhepﬂbﬂc(xéalmg +board orily goes on oné of two site
during a site visit. s WiSits a year, at most.
Tl;ePlanningBoard’s]obistn Beyond that; it would be illegal

- review applications for new build- - fox the beard to goon a site visit if

ing projects, and the board some-  the public wasi't invited, Moldoff

times conducts site visits to get a  said. Although, he sald, it's cer-
! better sense of the application. tainly possible to imagine a

Because state law requires the landowner trying to deny mem-
Planning Board to conduct all its bers of the genieral property access
business in public, the site walks to his
must be open to the public. But -~ “(0) can envision a situation
_property owners are technically wherea says, ‘No, this
aBowed to refuse anyone the right neighbor has beett nasty to me and
to visit their property. Idon’'t want them fo go on the site

And if the public can’t go, nel-  walk,” Moldoff said.
ther can the Planning Board, ac-  In that case, Moldoff said, the
emﬁngmﬂannmgl)h'ectwkoss PlanningBoardwmxldn’tbeable

to hold the meeting.

Butpanelmemberswererdu& Under current rules, the board
tant about the idea of refecting an  would thep have to decide
application cutright simply because  whether to reject the application
almifmna-remmdmletm or to conduct its fact-finding in
ofﬂ:ewblicontnamopaty - some other way.

“Tam very nervoys about the  Lawyers from the New Hamp-
public going on someone’s proper-  shire Local Government Center re-
ty,” board member Ron Belariger fused to commment on the subject of
sald. “When you have a meeting site visits, citing a rule that forbids
on somebody’s property, the Habil-  them from giving legal advice to
ity fs enormous” the general public.

Selectman Michael Lyons, who A representative from the
serves as g representative to the state Office of Energy and Plan-
. PlanningBoard, shared that reluc- ning, which advises local plan-

-tance, ning boards, could not be

“T'm kind of uneasy about this reached yesterday.

R




'COCA-COLA: Plant

destroyed to make room

for restaurants, Stores
o Continued from Page 1 “When I see 606 (estimated Sat-
urday) trips in a given hour any-

the property: about 30 feet away
from the road. To accommodate
the large amount of traffic ex-
pected, developers would bave to
build two narrow roads on either
side of the building, project engi-
peer Marc Gross sald.

The new plan calls for a single
road to the property with a stop-
light directing traffic.

“The new plan is certainly an
improvement,” said board Chair-
man Jim Keller.

But the project still has some
town officials worried about traf-
fic because it sits along one of the
most congested roads in Salem.

The Depot Train Station area, 8
four-way intersection between

- Route 28 and Route 97, is just
north of the Coca-Cola plant.
Traffic at that intersection is fre-
quently backed up, and it has
been at the center of the town’s

econstruction plans for
years.
¥ new development is ex-
to attract up to 606 addi-
tional vehicles over the course of
an hour on some Saturdays.

!

whiere near the Depot, it kind of
gives me a Rolaids moment,”
Keller said.

Beyond that, doubts linger
among some board members
about whether the Coca-Cola
plant should be torn, down.

“1 really, really hate to see the
town losing some of the things
that make the town unique from
a historical perspective,” said
board member Linda Harvey.

Selectman Michael Lyons, who
is a representative to the Plan-
ning Board, said much will de-
pend on a meeting about Depot
area fixes in June.

Lyons wants to see any devel- ’

opment at the Coke plant coordi-
pated with changes to the Depot
intersection.

n the meantime, though, the
town's own traffic consultant
gaid he is extremely happy with
the plan Scott and Metara have

proposed.

“This is the kind of access con-
figuration that we've all been
looking for,” consultant Steve
Pernaw said.

could be e
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» Safem: Coca-Cola bottling facility

Owners
“want plant
destroyed
Restaurant, coffee shop, stores
‘planned to replace building

By GORDON FRASER
STAFF WRITER

SALEM — After two years of
planning how to preserve it, the
owners of a century-old Coca-Cola
bottling plant on South Broadway
want to tear it down.

Dennis Metara and Joseph
Scott bought the plant and the 8.8
acres it sits on three years ago.
Since then, they have been to
geveral meetings with the Plan-
ning Board trying to obtain ap-
proval for a plan to redevelop the

property..

“We've done everything that
we've been asked, over and over,”
gaid a visibly frustrated Seott last
night, just after meeting with the
board for, what he said was the

seventh time.

Seott said he and Metara have
spent $100,000 on a plan to save the
plant, a plan that had been
serapped to satisfy the board’s
concerns about traffic.

But the latest proposal — to re-
place the plant with three, smaller
buildings housing a pharmacy, cof-
fee shop, restaurant and retail
shops — received a generally pos-
itive response from town planners
last night. g

“I love this project,” said board
member Gene Bryant. “And 1don’t
eare if the Coke plant goes away,
either.”

The 60,000-square-foot Coca-Co-
la plant sits in an awkward spot on

Please see COCA-COLA, Page 6
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TﬁePlanninngardmeet-

ing scheduled for Tuesday, April

29, is to specifically address R. J.
O'Connell & Associates’ submit-
ted plans for the shopping center,
Moldoff said.

 *They havent submitted
their full set of plans, but this
has been in the works for some

time,” Moldoff said. “The Plan-

riing Board has really pushed
them to come up with a plan

. that would address the added

——— - ]

traffic to the area.”
Since the parking lot of the
site rests almost entire-

“lyin Methuen, Mass., the devel-

opers have had to seek planning

 approval from the other town,

Moldoff said.

Added pedestrian accom- "
" modations, turning lanes and
‘changes to the location of plaza

entrances and exits are planned

' to increase space between traffic

lights in the area and allow in-
creased flow of traffic, according
to proposal documents submitted
to the planning office.

As part of the traffic impact

 requirements to the _project,

Moldoff said the developers
have submitted an application
that would include $2 million
of traffic improvements to the
area. ‘

“They're going to widen the
road, relocate a traffic signal and
update them for synchroniza-

_ tion,” he said.

Traffic plan

| for Lowe’s

plaza to be
- debated

BY JIM DEVINE
Jamaswdevine @ mac.com

, Plz.mnerswﬂlmeet next week
to review traffic impact plans for
anew Lowe’s location at the state
line of Route 28,

The Stateline  Shoppir

. ping
Center  straddling the Salem-
Mqthuen, Mass,, border, is pre-
senting a plan for a 200,000-
square-oot building to house the
large-scale home improvement
store at the already busy point
along Route 28.
“That’s a pretty big project by
any definition in Salem,” Town
Pm Director Ross Moldoff
Sf;lfli citing that only a handful
of locations would be larger i
town. -
The plaza location, home to
{XAMCO and Staples, is located
fust south of the often gridlocked
intersection of Lawrence Road

and Hampshire Street.



Letters to the editor

Y/16/og Teihne

- Salem zoning board's performance is lacking

To the editor:

I'am writing to express my disap-
pointment, and astonishment, at the
recent action of the Salem Zoning
Board of Adjustment in the matter
of the proposed kennel to be located
in a regidence on Galway Lane.

The Salem Planning Board, after
more than sufficient inquiry and de-
liberation, had determined that this
application represented the estab-
lishment of a retail service business
and was not allowed in the rural
zone. Additionally, the proposed re-
conﬁguration of the housing unit in-
'volved was completely inappropri-
ate for a densely populated, dead
end, residential street such as Gal-
way Lane.

The negative impacts on the abut-
ters were clear and substantial.

The rural zone allows kennels in
the context of agricultural use, as in
animal husbandry. No one with an
understanding of land use (with the
now obvious exception of the ZBA)

would interpret the temporary
housing of other people's pets, in
great quantity, in a residence, oc-
cupying more than 75 percent of
this two-family dwelling, to be any-
thing other than a retail commer-

. cial enterprise.

The unwarranted action of the

ZBA, in hearing this application and -

their mistaken decision, is another
demonstration of that body's disre-
gard for the fundamentals of

Salem's zoning ordinances. One .

need only examine some of the
more egregious examples, in recent
actions of the ZBA, to wonder

- whether there is, in fact, any real

zoning in Salem.

Two cases come to mind. Without‘

benefit of traffic studies or profes-
sional advice, the ZBA granted a re-
quest by the Lowe's site applicant to
reduce required parking by 300
spaces from around 900 to 600, and
then with contradictory logic, al-

lowed Canobie Lake Park to add 300

parking spaces in a residential zone.
In so many of their inexplicable de-
cisions, the ZBA members will com-
ment that; of course, the Pl

Board will see the final plan and
make it work.

It is apparent that any applicant, '

or their attorney, if capable of writ-
ing five coherent paragraphs (one
for each of the five adjustment crite-
ria) is summarily approved, without
examination or challenge. There is
a dramatic need for a new attitude,
and some discipline, in the delibera-
tions of the Salem Board of Adjust-
ment. It is time for a much needed
public discussion on the perfor-
mance of the ZBA.

I'speak for myself, and do not pre-
sume to express or represent the

opinions of the other members of |

the Salem Planning Board,
GENE BRYANT

Vice chairman

Planning Board

Salem, N.H.
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Commercial vacancy rates up Developers continue to put up
buildings

By Gordon Fraser
Staft writer

SALEM — At 11 Keewaydin Drive stands the shell of a large office building that has remained
unfinished for more than a year.

In some ways, it's the symbol of a trend worrying many town planners, economic forecasters and real
estate experts. Commercial vacancy rates are rising, and "for lease" signs litter the town's commercial
districts, but developers are still putting up office buildings at breakneck speed.

Brooks Properties, which owns the unfinished building at 11 Keewaydin, isn't going to complete the
structure until it has a tenant. And, even though no tenant has appeared, Brooks is planning to build
three more structures in the same neighborhood.

Three miles away, SFC Engineering is designing a medical office building on Sally Sweets Way. And in
Londonderry, Tower Hill Developments plans to expand an office building at the corner of Route 28 and
Enterprise Way.

"It's kind of interesting that now we've got proposals for ... more buildings when we've got vacant
space," said Ross Moldoff, planning director in Salem.

Salem has an office-space vacancy rate of 22.2 percent, according to Mike Harrington, managing broker

for the Manchester office of economic forecaster CB Richard Ellis New England. That's up from 16.6
percent vacancy in 2006, and 16.8 percent vacancy in 2005, according to CB Richard Ellis.

All of those rates are higher than an average, healthy rental market, Harrington said.

"Once we break 10 percent (it's an unbalanced market). So, if you're around 9 to 8 percent vacancy, we
really consider that to be a market in which you'd expect to have building," Harrington said.

Other communities nearby are doing better. Derry has a vacancy rate of 8.5 percent and Londonderry
has a rate of 10 percent, Harrington said.

One reason for the discrepancy is price, Harrington said. Rent for a Salem office averages $13 a square
foot, while in Derry it averages $12.50 and in Londonderry $11. It might not sound like a lot, but
multiplied over thousands of square feet and perhaps half a decade, business owners see a significant
price difference.

The other reason for the high vacancy rate in Salem, Harrington said, is the economy. While there are

http://www.eagletribune.com/punewsnh/local story 076075301 html/resources printstory 3/17/2008
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exceptions in the defense and high-tech industries, many businesses are nervous about expanding, he
said.

Some developers optimistic

But Brooks Properties developer Eric Brooks intends to continue building — especially in Salem.
"We're not slowing down," he said. "We're moving forward."

Brooks — whose father, Harold Brooks, owns the family company — isn't worried about an economic
slowdown or rising vacancy rates. That's largely because Brooks Properties has the financial resources
to start a building and wait for tenants to lease space in it.

And while building more office space when you haven't filled the space you have might sound crazy, it
might just make good business sense. Some companies in the area are eyeing expansion without much

regard for the wider economy.

"We're ... planning on getting bigger," said Sonja Fridell, marketing coordinator for Amber Wave
Systems in Salem.

While the 10-year-old semiconductor research company isn't planning to move across town — they're in
a facility on Garabedian Drive — it might need more space in the coming years.

"We have the space right now. We're in an old Wal-Mart distribution center," Fridell said.

But, she added, there could be a day soon when the company is forced to start leasing other nearby
office space in Salem.

But Chris Goodnow, a commercial real estate consultant in Southern New Hampsbhire, said many
developers aren't counting on companies like Amber Wave to run out of space.

During an economic slowdown, or even a perceived one, many businesses aren't in the mood to expand,
especially not into a new building, he said.

"For a new facility, a tenant has to be ready to pay more," he said, "but, in a challenging economy,
paying more is not a very popular thing."

While Goodnow agreed that developers with a lot of capital can ride out a slowdown, or even a
recession, he said anxiety among commercial property owners is high.

"I think, going forward, if a builder is intending to construct a facility on a speculative basis, there's a
great deal of thought that has to go into that — and concern, frankly,” Goodnow said.

Expert: Trend will reverse itself

The New Hampshire office vacancy rate along the Interstate 93 corridor went from 13.4 percent at the
beginning of 2007 to 14.4 percent at the end of the year, according to Harrington, of CB Richard Ellis.

The trend will eventually reverse itself, Harrington said, but the big question is: How long will that take?

http://www.eagletribune.com/punewsnlvlocal story 076075301.html/resources printstory  3/17/2008
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-

"There's no way to tell how long (a market correction) would take," Harrington said.

And that has many local developers worried, according to engineer Dave Jordan of SFC Engineering
Partnership in Salem.

Jordan has been working on plans for a new medical office building on Sally Sweets Way as well as
other projects. Lately, he said, many developers are expressing concern — although they're not

necessarily backing away from projects.

"You'll find that most of them say yes, it is a concern,” Jordan said. "Unless the person who is building it
intends on occupying the building entirely themselves, then (vacancy rates are) always a concern."

But Andre Garron, director of planning and economic development in Londonderry, said there isn't
much towns can do. While planning and zoning boards have oversight authority, they can't exactly reject
a project because it doesn't make business sense to them.

"Whether or not they'd have grounds ... to deny something based on the economy? That's always a tough
thing to prove (because) even the best economists can't put their finger on whether we're in a recession

or not," he said.

Despite that, Garron isn't worried. At 11 percent, vacancy rates in Londonderry aren't much higher than
normal right now.

"It doesn't seem like really a crisis situation or anything of that sort," he said. "Even in the best of times,
there's some vacancy."

Commercial vacancy rates
Salem: 22.2 percent
Hooksett: 11.5 percent
Manchester: 11.3 percent
Londonderry: 10.1 percent
Derry: 8.5 percent
Windham: 5.2 percent

Copyright © 1999-2006 cnhi, inc.
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William R.

SALEM, N.H.
— William R.
-Schultz, 91, a life-
~ . long resident of

© Salem, N.H., died

i Saturday, Jan.
16, 2008 at the
Caritas Holy
‘Family Hospital,
) Methuen, sur-
rounded by his daughters. -

A native of Salem, N.H., Mr.
Schultz owned and operated
Schultz Farm in North Salem. He
was a member of the NH Farm Bu-
reay, founder and charter member
of the Salem Conservation Com-
mission, member of the Derry
Path Finders Snow Mobile Club,

. and the East Coast-Antique Trac-

tor Club.

Mr. Schultz was a former volun-
teer fireman for the North Salem
Fire Department.

He enjoyed working on old trac-
tors and traveling. His greatest
passion was when he owned and

P

Schultz, 91
trained his thoroughbred race
horses.

He was predeceased by his wife,
Margaret (Chadwick) Schultz. He
is survived by three daughters,
Joanne and her husband Geoff
Hammett of Salem, Margaret and
her husband Roger Putnam of
Salem, Mary and her husband
Thomas Campbell of Salem; four
grandchildren, Matthew, Michael,
and Melissa Putnam, and Kate

‘Hammett; several nieces and

nephews. :

ARRANGEMENTS: Funeral services will

be held Thursday, Feb. 21 at 10 a.m. at

pouglas & Johnson Funeral Home, 214

Main St., Salem, N.H. Burlal will follow In
Mt. Pleasant Cemetery, North Salem,
N.H. Calling hours will be held Wednes-
day, Feb. 20 from 4 to 8 p.m. at the fu-
neral home. Memorial contributlons may
be made to the Southeast Land Trust,
P.0. Box 675, Exeter, NH 03833. To
send a message of condolence to the

family, please view the obltuary at -
*www.douqlasand]ohnson.com

- - PR
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Town Clerk 'Retiring,

by fay Hobson -

Salem Town Clerk Barbara M.
Lessard, 63, one of only two people to
have held that position in the last 53
years will retire on March 14.

Lessard was elected 23 years ago
after her predecessor, Eleanor Barron,
who was as town clerk for 30 years
retired. S

“The position.of town clerk is an
elected official, but not a political
position,” Lessard said. .

Not answerable to the selectmen
or any other governing body, the
town clerk is answerable only to the
residents of the town.

“I have many duties such as voter
registration, administering oaths of
office, sheriffs writs, being in charge
of all records and | am the one who
is served when the town is sued,”.
Lessard said. ‘

Part of the job is being aware of the
laws and various legal matters that

- keep Lessard in contact with officials
in Concord.

“The biggest part of the job is
elections. It’s the town clerk’s job
to make sure the ballot boxes are
working properly, poll workers are
trained, absentee ballots are taken
care of praperly and making sure that
election day goes smoothly and votes
are counted accurately,” Lessard said.

Although Lessard says she always
liked the job, it does have its ups and
downs.

"Election day totally stresses me.

So many absentee ballots make it
difficult and making sure everything
is done on time. On the other hand |

“love the research and being part of the

life of the town,” Lessard said.
Born in Fort Riley, Kansas, during -

 World War I, Lessard moved to Salem
.at age 3. She attended Palmer School

and graduated from Woodbury High
School in 1962, After graduation,

' Lesard attended Merrimack College
and married husband, Bill, now .

retired, in 1962. Together they have
five children: Laurie Mathews of
Derry; Suzanne Miller of Dallas,

Texas; Brigitte Mlocek of Atkinson;

Aimee Morris of Salem; and a son,
Bill, who died in 1995.

Retirement holds a [ot of prospects
for Lessard. .

“We have a family vacation
planned at Walt Disney World and we
look forward to spending part of the
winter months in Florida, volunteering
at the Salem Animal Rescue League
and 1"d like to play some golf and
brush up on playing the piano,”
Lessard said.

Lessard’s last day is supposed to be
March 14, but she said the selectmen
have asked her to stay an and assist
with the transition as an hourly
employee until the first election
that the new town clerk will have to
oversee is over. The election is shortly
after her scheduled last day. Lessard
agreed to stay,

Salem Community Patriot

6 - February 15, 2008
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