-~ More

Initially appointed as an alter-
nate, Theberge has been a sitting
member for six months. During
his tenure the board supported
the vast majority of the motions
and suggestions he put forth.
Former  Planning  Board
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- of the same
British writer Israel Zangwill
said, “Everything changes but
change” A fitting quote as it
relates to the Salem Board of
Selectmen’s recent appointees to
the planning board, supposedly
a change, but for what purpose?
In their wisdom, the ruling
S triumvirate,
namel -

One man's "orey  Seb
opinion hard Gregory

- . and his min-
ions - Chair-
man of Board
of Selectmen
Everett
McBride and
| Selectman
B Ronald
H Belanger —

appointed

John Morris

the planning board with Ron

“Tony” Giordano as an alternate.

They also seemed to disregard

past performance and qualifica-
tions of other candidates.

By not appointing Roland
Theberge, this troika is doing
exactly what they did in April
when they did not appoint Bill
Valentine to the Zoning Board of
Adjustment. Both Valentine and
Theberge were qualified, per-
formed well, and asked the
tough questions. McBride has
even commented Theberge did a
fine job while on the planning
board.

Ronald Penc

Chairman Jim Keller said that”

- Theberge was diligent, attended

all meetings and that he didn’t
have any problem with his per-
formance. But evidently Gregory,
Belanger and McBride did.
Maybe they had problems
because Theberge did ask hard
questions and demanded an-
swers. Theberge has demonstrat-
ed he is a law-abiding citizen,
most likely without an agenda or
special interests and is experi-
enced with the business and the
itinerary of the planning board.
But the group of three deter-
mined that change is needed.
Okay, I can accept that — if
they picked the most qualified
people. Yet I don't think they
did. One applicant, Jean Marie
Kennamer, a degreed civil engi-
neer who graduated with high
honors and works for Derry’s
planning department, was not
selected. How more qualified an
individual can you get? Sup-
posedly Gregory said he wanted
a layperson and not a profes-
sional for this position. What a
contradiction in philosophy. For
the Capital Improvement Com-
mittee he solicited professionals
and commented on the talent of
the group. Why the philosophi-
cal change for the planning
board? Allegedly he said he was
concerned that she might sec-
ond-guess Salem’s planning de-
partment. This Salem taxpayer
has the interest, motivation, and
the educational background and
work experience that could be
complementary and could pro-

Please see OPINION page 5
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Qualifications
were overlooked

To the Editor:

Last night {Dec. 20} shortly
after the Salem Board of
Selectmen honored a citizen for
37 years of dedicated service
and foresight, they made
appointments to the planning
board. What seems so remark-
able is the fact one of the
appointees was just found liable
for sexual harassment as a state
representative. It should not
have seemed hard to imagine
that a convicted felon would
have been found liable for such
a crime. But the fact that some
Salem selectmen did not think it
warranted enough merit to con-
sider a much more qualified
candidate for the same position
does seem odd.

I had an opportunity to
briefly ask Selectman Micklon
why they chose to over look
what appeared to be a much -
more qualified candidate. Her
response was that Selectman
Richard Gregory persuaded the
two other selectmen she was
over qualified for the job and
that he believed her full time job
in Derry would second guess
any work done by Salem’s staff
employees. Her appointment
may find flaws in the way
Salem employees look at devel-
opment in our town. I am sorry
for using the word ‘her” in my
sentences, I do not want to
amplify what may seem to be
the real issue. We should get the
most qualified citizens to help
us on the planning board. We in
this town allow many of our
employees to work for other
towns. Health officer, tax asses-
sor, electrical inspector, fire
fighters, and polices officer to
name some. How embarrassing
to be overlooked because you
are smart.

Jim Holland

Salem
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impact fee
could hike
home costs

By James A, Kimpre
STAFF WRITER

SALEM — Home builders may
faceahigherfee!nzmswhenﬂxey .
build single-family houses and

drtments,

ap

The Planning Board is working
to amend the current zoning law
that governs impact fees that de-
velopers pay whenever they build
such properties. The move is geen
88 a way of helping the town cope
with growing public safety and
recreation costs.

The new fee would be an “all-en-
compassing” one that would set
aside money for police, fire and
recréational costs that come as g
result of increased growth, said
Planning Director Ross Moldoff.
Businesses would also pay an
added impact fee for pubHe safety.
Already, the Salem School Dishict
collects $2315 for each pew house,
and $670 for an apartment before a
building permit is fssued by the
town.

A consultant is now working
with the Planning Board on draft.
Ing recommendations on exact
Prices, according to Moldoff, Plan- -
ners say any increase in feeg
wouldn't happen right away, even
if voters passed the new zoning
law in March.

“The Planning Board would
have to have a number of public
hearings to adopt a fee schedule, .
I've asked the consultant to give
us ballpark numbers, but we don't
have them yet. P'm assurmning the
numbersaregohngogo up, but I
don’t kmow,” Moldoff said.

In 2003, the school district’s im-
pact-fee account totaled $1.6 mil-
Hon.

The Planning Board alse re-
quires developers building along
the northern section of Route 28
and Petham Road to pay an mpact
fee designated for road improve-
ment. That fee is caleculated
through a formula that nses butid-
ing size and other factors to deter-
mine the total, according to Plan-
uing Board meraber Robert Ellfs,

Ellis said a new impact foe that
would set aside money for fm-
provements to the police or fire de-
partment could help offset the
costs of capital profects such as
new buifldings.

“There’s certainly an impact
when we put in more develop-
ments. They contribute to the

Please see SALEM, Page 2

Gabrielle Boufay, left, 17, by
a fittte boy who loves the
vice Club, whose members
dents have been stacking:
pal Sean Kitey's office. ™
office a week and it gives .
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Distracting’ electronic signs may get ax

Salem planners want them out, business owners disagree

By James A. KimMeLe
STAFF WRITER

SALEM — Town planners may
ask voters to restrict any more
electronic signs in town, months
after a judge ruled that part of
‘town zoning rules governing such
signs is unconsttutional,

The Planning Board will host a
public hearing on the proposed
change Jan. 6 at 7 p.m. at Town
Hall.

“I don’t know why they're mak-
ing a stand against signs,” said

Judge Robert EX. Morrill ruled
in Aleksa's favor and ordered
Salem to revise its ordinance,

W Uontinued from rage 11

traffic congestion or public safety.

“It was surprising to say the
least,” Salem Planning Director
Ross Moldoff said of the judge’s or-
der. “Now we need to talk about
what the impacts are to electronic
signs.”

Salem planners have been try-
ing to limit the growth of electron-
{c signs since 2000, when they first
passed a measure that stated
screens had to stay the same for at
least two minutes. In other words,
no flashing, Moldoff said. “En-
forcement was impossible,” he re-
called. A second measure was
passed In 2002 to limit the content
of electronic signs so they could
only display the temperature and
time, the provision that Judge
Morrill overruled.

Salem has 14 electronic signs

proved for electronic signs before
the zoning change, according to
Moldoff. State Line PaySaver on
Route 28 now has a request pend-
ing before the town, and Mortgage
Specialists at 273 South Broadway
is about to receive approval for up-
grading its current electronic sign
into a TV-like screen that can
show color pictures, animation
and video clips.

Moldoff acknowledged that
highway officials now use elec-
tronic signs to warn drivers about
traffic hazards, and that states are
using Amber Alert to help law en-
forcement track down fugitives on
the run. But he also plans on giv-
ing Planning Board members a re-
cent study backed by the Federal
Highway Administration that elec-
tronic signs can cause things such

sense, when you see things that
flash, blink or move, it distracts
you (while driving) and that's not
good,” Moldoff said.

Salem isn't alone in considering
new restrictions on its signs. Der-
ry officials have recently dis-
cussed revising their policies to
deal with noise and content issues,
and the Derry council may take up
the matter again in January.

Jen Robichaud, of Barlow Signs
in Hudson, said representatives
will be at the Salem hearing to op-
pose the change in zoning. Ro-
bichaud said she didn't agree with
business osmers who ignore town
policies on how they can use thelr
signs. Barlow Signs has worked
with municipalities in the past in
developing restrictions on sign
use, she said, but they could not

Jake Alekss, owner of Aleksa Au- ableto spend & lot of money to ad-  sign if voters approve -
.S Body at 500 South Broadway. vertise your business.” Y Ems change in v%m.& %MMMM M%Ma MWWB&M%%W mhwm,sywowmm
“They say its a distraction, but the Aleksa, who has operated his the town and the Zoning Board of riled that Salem failed to make the
property values are crazy on this business along Route 28 for the Adjustment last year when the case that cartain signs could affect
street If you pay alot of money to  past decade, may be one of the last ZBA refused to rehear his request
be on this street, you should be businesses to get an electronic for a permit to bulld a sign. Please see SALEM, Page 12
used by local business. Two other  as traffic congestion. agree with an outright ban. “There
business would also likely be ap-  “I just think intutively it makes canbea happy medium,” she said.
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HOLLAND: Ousted chairman

may run for another term

W Continued from Page 1

“My wife said
it’s absolutely off
the calendar,” he

said.
Looking back

campaign aide —
over his three-

first, he needs to
his wife.

their seats. But

garner the sup-

port of his top

But Holland took the greatest
criticism for the decision he made
Please see HOLLAND, Page 2

Ronald J. Belanger in March. Two

JamE.

/}'7—/ /3@ ’7’

Ousted chairman

STAFF WRITER

By Jason B. GROSKY
With that, Holland said he is days after the election, but a day

ideri i im hi Belanger actually replaced
ring trying to reclaim his be_sfore 1
ggl%?:ﬁan geat in the March local him, Holland called a secret meet:

election, with two incumbents up

tired Salem fire lieutenant who year selectman term, Holland said,
for re-election and others eyeing

was voted off the Board of Select- he may have made the wrong deci-

i ion in voting to hire Marcia L.
n in March and then lost his sion in v .
gzgte representative seat in the Leighninger as town manager,

September primary. “I still have job she had no experience in.
But I have to get out there and after losing his selectman seat to

“The people spoke and sent a Holland Jr.

SALEM — Ex-Selectmen Chair-
man James E. Holland Jy. says the
months off have given him time to
reflect and learn from what he
message,” said the 50-year-old re-
an awful lot of issues that were not
completed that I want to address.

start mending fences.”

mulls another run

calls missteps, including having

possibly erred in hiring an “inex-

perienced” town manager.

p Salem

better protected her Jjob.

The deal was voided by the new
Board of Selectmen, who fired her
in May, two months after Holland
left office and 10 months after she
was hired. The new board claimed
the $92,000 settlement Leighninger
ultimately got was due in part to
her having received the second
contract,

“It was my first time in a leader-
ship position and I had a lot to
learn,” Holland said. “It wasn’t a
really good situation to be placed
. inthefirst time out. We were deal-
ing with an Inexperienced town
manager and hostility for some of
the things we were trying to do,”
¢ which included the $70 million
lakes area sewer project refused
by voters and the “demand benefit
assessment,” a new fee charged to
property owners who hook up to
town water and sewer service.

Selectmen Everett P, McBride

and Robert Ellis, and former min-
ister Robert Elliott. Budget Com-
mitteeman Stephen F. Campbell
has not said whether he will run
for selectman.

Holland said he will decide in the
coming weeks whether to run for
selectman. The sign-up period for
people interested in running for lo-
cal elected office is Jan, 1910 28 Se-
lectmen serve three-year terms
and are paid $3,000 a year.

“You can’t Judge me because
that book was never finished,”
Holland said. “The people didn't al-
low me to finigh what I started.

Had I continued ag selectman and
had Marcia served her three years
out, maybe things would be differ-
ent.”

Salem reporter Jason B, Grosky

may be contacted by calling (603)
437-7000 or by e-mailing af
\qaw@@m@&#&:ﬁ.gﬁ.

—_—_——
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Moldoff, Ross

From: Ross Moldoff [r.moldoff@comcast.net]
Sent:  Sunday, November 28, 2004 8:43 PM
To: Moldoff, Ross

Subject: article

Sunday, November 28, 2004

Senior housing plan includes
affordable units

By James A. Kimble
Staff Writer

SALEM -- A housing development supported by the
federal Department of Housing and Urban Development
has been approved by the Planning Board.

The first phase of approximately 142 apartment units
should include subsidized housing that will be sold at
below-market rates to qualifying people age 55 and up.

"It's great, quite frankly, because when we passed the
senior overlay district, that's exactly the type of housing
we had in mind," said Planning Board member Robert
Ellis. "The project had everything we were looking for."

Developer Steve Lewis of Atkinson is working with HUD
and the Partnership for Advancing Technology and
Housing to make the project an example of how housing
can be affordable, environmentaily friendly and durable,
Ellis said. Lewis is also working with the Salem Housing
Authority to help them build on the property, according to
Ellis.

The development will be on a 120-acre tract along
Veteran's Parkway known as the Lord property. The Lord
family owned the parcel since 1727 and sold it to Lewis
two years ago for $828,600. Lewis plans on preserving
nearly half the land for open space, including a rare stand
of sassafras trees he discovered while surveying the
land.

Construction and the housing itself won't be visible
because Lewis plans to build about 1,200 feet from the
closest road, Veteran's Parkway, town planners said.

11/29/2004
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Selectman Stephanie Micklon noted Salem has suffered
from not having a proper amount of affordable housing
for the growing number of senior citizens, but Lewis'

project should help close the gap.

She said even though the town has seen several
proposals for senior housing in the past two years, nearly
all of them are driven by market prices and will likely
draw people from out of town, she said.

"The average Salemite isn't going to be able to afford
them,” she said. "This (Lewis project) is truly the type of
development we need. Steve has worked very hard with
the federal government to make this happen."

She also praised Lewis for his creativity designing the
project.

"He's a developer that truly cares about the environment.
He's innovative and he's the type of developer that you'd
like to see come to town," Micklon said.

Lewis was able to use Salem's senior overlay district --
an ordinance passed in 1998 -- to get more units on the
property than what's usually allowed. Planners passed
the ordinance in hopes of encouraging more developers
to build affordable senior housing. The town didn't see an
immediate response because a five-year growth
moratorium was still in place at the time, town officials
said.

Ellis agreed that property taxes and the growing cost of
housing make it difficult for seniors to stay in town.

"All the southern (New Hampshire) towns have a need for
this type of housing. The over-65 age group is growing
faster than the housing to support it and we've had
complaints for years of people who don't want to leave
Salem, but between property tax and housing costs, it's
difficuit. Now you can't touch a condo now for under
$250,000."

Lewis could not be reached for comment. Salem
Planning Director Ross Moldoff said construction could
begin on the property as early as this year.

This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are the property of the Town of Salem, NH, are
confidential, and are intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom this e-
mail is directly addressed. If you are not one of the named recipient (g), or otherwise have
reason to believe that you have received this message in error, please notify the Information
Technology Department at (603) 890-2060 and delete this message immediately from your
computer. Any other use, retention, dissemination, forwarding, printing or copying of this e-
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By JASONVB. Grosky

. SALEM— A deal with a developer
expected to save what i3
town, a spot atop Spicket
Yy settlers got thejr

2 Indians
greatpm-tofSalan’shixu)ry below.saidBeveﬂyR Glynn, curator of
Salem )

part of Salem’s landscape”  the
said.
“To be able to ki
Perpetuity is a great
Under a deal tha
proval by the p,

Henry K. Hyder Jr. wo;
lots plus two bonus

Hill where the ear];

it undeveloped in Rock,
benefit.”
t still needs fing] ap-

lots that g beyond
Tegular zoning ; :
Inreuunhewmudpm\‘ectmeIMde-

ory, landscape
Sad planned toput homes atop thatfook. - g owEny -
outaree L oneslop tatl - SPICKETVIEW BEWG SvEDy
History that the town's set- Awmmm@mmawmmmmmmm
uersentexgssuembycarm??pam j;mwufwmmmmmmmmmww
overthetopofSpIckethmthelate ,~'”,W9"Wmm,mw“wwmuommamm
1600s and early 1700s. The clevated viw - A Ll S oy .

ew o
gave them a chance to monitor move- l 3
ments and possible advances i ?

would save histo

came to town,” she saiq Yesterday
asshemlkedalongthemainpathamp
the hill. “This was one of the first path-
ways into Salem” - - .

The hill showg high-up views across
the reglon. Warner Hillin Derry and the
Monadnocks are visible from one side.
Rockingham Park racetrack barely
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SALEM: Deal could save
history and landscape

. R Continued from Poge 1

sticks out while Salemn High goes
umseen, nestled below the
tree line. The mills in Lawrence
mubeseenoncleardays.whﬂea
glamewmeeastshnwshmsmat
roll out to Atkinson and Haver-

hill }
“Thisis what they Qe setilers)

would have been looking at com-

ing over the top of this hill,”
Glynn sald as she looked at the
mountain range some 40 miles
away. “There’d beno civilization,
hut those hills would look just as
they do now.” )
In the book “Gilbert’s History
of Salem, N, written in 1907,
Spicket Hill i8 described as the
town’s highest peak, 354 feet
above sea level, which overlooks
the twisting Spicket River and
the hillsof town. - :
. “Fhe gutlook from this point is
charming, revealing the sur-
roumding villages and towns hid-
ing among the wooded hills,
which rise one above the other

- wmtil they fade,

indistinguishable
mthedimdistanee.”readsone

passage.
«Phig is the highest point in

- Salem and once it’s gone, it's

Glyon sald. “It is justa
view and I wouldn’t
want it blocked in any way s¢
that residents couldn't exjoy it”
Planning Board Chairman
James Eeller said he views each
project as a whole with an eye to-
ward protecting as much land as

gone,”

“Any way you can preserve
things that are unique to the
town, you should strive to do
that,” he said.

The deal still needs final ap-
proval by the Planning Board.
trastee for Crest Real-
ty, controls 4 acres atop the bill,

He planned to put one of the
homes in the 180-degree lookout

area atop Stanwood Drive, an )

areaﬂxemwnwkntedmmhed.
So the Planning Board, taking
advantage of a space preserva-
ton ordinance enacted lagt year,
offered to gift Hyder two extra
housing lots, Moldoff said. Tn ex-
charige, he's agreed to buaild alt 28
homes on 14 acres, preserving
the remaining 30 acres inclad-
ing the lookout.
- Final from the Plan-
ning Board on Hyder's project
and the deal is at least two
months away, Moldofl said.

BANKRUPTCY |

ABOUT THE VIEW

This excerpt about the lookout view
atopSpidetmmmesﬁmuw
book “Gifbert’s History of Salem,
NH." written in 1907
mmmmmms
the sumemit of Spicket Hill, which is
ﬂweehuﬂredandﬂfty—lmkfeet
above the seas. The outiook from
,mhpob\tisd\ammreveaﬁnqthe
surrounding villages and towns hid-
hqamohqﬂwwoodeﬂhﬂ\s.wh‘ch
rise one above the other untit they
fade, Indistinguishabte in the dim
distance. The river can be clearly
tracad, twisting its crooked way fike
a huge serpent through the broad
meadows, now swirling along the
foot of the great hill, now a broad
ben\dcaryi\qitsmmedmv
saqetomeﬁlentdweﬂefslnﬂn
graveyaid yonder.”

e

Hydercotﬂdnntbereachedfor
comment yesterday. -
"The Fire Department has plans
to put a 140-foot co! ng
land atop Spicket

tions fizzled. .

The clearing atop Spicket Hill
pmvidagrmtviewstomewest :
and north across town, Moldoft
said.

wIhig is one of the best viewsin
town,” he said. “You can proba- .
blysee‘wmﬂesfmmthewpup .
there.'mey'nmverbeab!etode« o
'velop the hillside.” B

Salem reporter Jason B. -
Gmdeynmybecontactedbyeuﬂ- e
blg(603)893-95550rbye-nmﬂmg -
Gijgrosky@&!ymm(m

ey

FOR HOME DELIVERY
OF THE EAGLE-TRIBUKRE,
CALL (978) 946-2200
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Chapter 7

$590 Pius Filing Fee

...and Costs
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METHUEN
SALEM, N.H.
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» METHUEN
Continued from Page 1

ald J. Ross.

The 136-acre course off Howe |

Street is owned and operated by
the Kattar family of Methuen. Sib-

By Caroline Louise Cole
: GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

The Merrimack Golf Course, which v

spans Methuen’s northern border with Sa-

lem, NH, isscheduledfora$35mﬂhon:

overhaul to bring its aging fairways up to
modern standards.

The project has already won the con-
sent of the Methuen Conservation Com-
mission, according to Curt Bellavance, the
director of the city’s community develop-
ment department.

Butbecansetheproposedfacehﬁm—
volves moving two problematic fairways
from Methuen into Salem near Worlds
End Pond, the project must gain the ap-
proval of the Salem Conservation Com-
mission as well as the state’s Wetlands Bu-

reau, according to Ross A. Moldoff, -

Salem’s town planner. .

Moldoff said the Salem Conservation
Commission has already requested some
modifications to the initial project plan
and that he expects the profect will be dis-
cussed at the board’s next meéting Dec. 1.

Among the oldest continuously operat-
ed golf courses in the country, Merrimack
is an 18-hole semipublic courselaid out in
1906 by world- famous golf architect Don-

‘METHUEN, Page 7
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. berly, and Meredith are most in- -
volved with the business’s

day-to-day operation, according to
Kevin Katter, who serves as gen-
eral manager.

Kevin Katter said 20 acres of

the course lie in Salem, where now

only a portion of Hole 4 is located. I

Kattar said the family has hired
George F. Sargent of the Franklin,

N.H.-based golf architecture firm .
of Wogan & Sargent to reconfigure

the course to solve a number of

drainage and irrigation problems.

“The course is playable, butitis

very, very old and it is time for

some overdue maintenance,” Kat-.

tar said. “For instance our tee box-
es are small. They were designed
for the private use of 100 mem-
bers, not the beating we give them

with the number of parties we

have coming through here on a
daily basis.”

Currently Hole 4 anda portion

of Hole 5 are in Salem. Kattar said

holes 8 and 9 on the Methuen side

“will be relocated into Salem and -

will be renumbered 5 and 6. Hole

5 will be a par 4 and Hole § willbe .

apar 3. The current holes 5, 6, and
7 will become 7, 8, and 9. The cur-
rent 17th hole and fairway will be
extended and renumbered as the

final hole, a par 5. The new club- -

house will be built at the top of the
old 18th fairway. With a stone

foundation and cedar shake exte- |

rior, it will be modeled after the
original clubhouse, which burned
several decades ago.

Additionally, he said, the grade

of the greens will be lowered from
the current 5 to 7 percentto 2to 3
percent to accormnmodate today’s
modern mowing practice of short-
er grass. The plan also includes a
$1 million irrigation system. - ;

Moldoff said the Salem Conser- |

vation Commission is taking a
cautious approach to the fairway
relocation plan because Worlds
End Pond, a shallow body of water
on the nartheast corner of the golf

course, is already under siege from |

nearbv residential development.

“'I‘hxspondisanoasisofnam
ralbeautymaurbanizedsethng,
and we want to save it,” Moldoff

said, noting it is home to various’
species of turtles, ducks, and other
birds. “Right now the pond is actu- -

i mwithweedsa.ndsﬂt,a '

fertilizers that can run off frem
lawns and the golf course.”

Sargent said he is confident he .
can modify the current plan in |
such a way to meet the town and
state conservation requirements.

“The two holes which need the -
most work were constructed on &
peat subsurface which doesn’t
drain well and over time have be-
come & safety hazard for golfers -
because the soil is soggy,” Sargent
said. “It is like playing on a
sponge. There are many times.
when the weather conditions are
such that you cannot play those
two holes”

Sargent said the course has
enough open acreage “so that we
can be creative about the layout”
with a configuration that allows
more flexibility to meet the de-
mands of modern golfers.

“Anything we offer will be envi-

‘ . ronmentally sensitive,” Sargent

said. “We are interested in being
responsible about the layout so
that over the long term the water
quality in the pond will actually

. improve. Worlds End is an impor-

tant aspect of the natural beauty of
this golf course.”
Moldoff said while- ﬁnal ap-

“ provaloftheprojectmtswiﬁthe

state, the state Wetlands Bureau is
looking to Salem’s Conservation
Commission for a recommenda-
tion. “In this case the local conser-
vation commission is the eyes and
ears for the state,” he said.

Kattar said he hopes the
project will win the necessary ap-
provals so construction can go for-
ward this spring. He said the
course has a roster of 200 mem-
bers but is open to the public. '

“Qur biggest steady business |

comes from leagues and the regu-
lar golf tournaments various or-
ganizations run here,” Kattar said.
“Those outings have become a
popular fund-raising tool for many
nonprofits.”

Caroline Louise Cole can be
‘reached at cole@globe.com.
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to 476 frames per second without
negotiatin e
, . Saunders, of Concord, said his
° : . - office has found no research that
indicates the new signs are a safe-
ty hazard to drivers, and suggest- ‘
' ed they may have lesg Impact than
, ' signs now known for displaying
- ‘ - the time and outdoor temperature,
“If you go back to the old signs
By JaMes A. KIMBLE gléhfenégtht bulbs, you could stand a
- . a :
STAFF WRITER ¢ What weve said to the per. With E?ngvd Or::: ii’??e‘::pi;:
SALEM— The TV-likesignthat  foWwn is, they’re not going said s?unﬁgi‘m“ng the atmosphere,”
drew the ire of some Plaistow resi- : : Y i
dents and town officials may be 20 lave the sign blink or Sahlﬂg::f  said he last met with
p ;] s * ar d.l] lg
;gﬁiﬂgm amortgagelendernear  flgeh . [t not making it sign in Salem, and bortzgparties are
Salem town officials are negoti-  Jook like Las Vegas. 99 ﬁdzm'ﬁng out details of the up-
ating with a lawyer for Mortgage : The matter ma )
Specialists on Route 28 to upgrade  Arpiar G. Saunders, a lawyer rep- Planning Board boca oo, €
the company’s sign at 273 South  resenting Mortgage Speclalists were sta d"’f” because signs that
Broadway. That comes about five grandfa(:hn 10g before 2002 are
months after the mortgage firmin- from the town’s sign ordinance With thereg, vdofTsaid.
led a “photo-realistic” sign passedin2002. nolo € advent of better tech
to its Plaistow office that can  The sign that displays red-text can ‘g)}é ;‘plzlglg; gf ﬁt?(l;n video mgxéls
person

how 32,000 shades of color like a
large television.

That sign is just over the state
line in Haverhill, so New Hamp-
shire officials could do little about
owner Mike Gill's actions.

In Salem, a court case the {own
lost in August against Aleksa Au-
tos at 500 South Broadway is fore-
ing the town to negotiate with
Mortgage Specialists, said Town
Planning Director Ross Moldoff.

“Our initial position was, ‘No,
you can’t do that,” said Moldoff.
“Saying that you're going from a
red text with a black background
to a full-color background with
photo and video capability is not
going to be considered an upgrade.
" Then we lost the court case with

Aleksa, and we've been working

‘with them ever since.”

In his ruling on the Aleksa case,
Judge Robert EX. Morrill said the
town could not limit the content on
signs to display only the time and
outdoor temperature. Aleksa and

local sign manufacturer argued
ir First Amendment rights
re violated.

The lawyer representing Mort-
gage Specialists, Arpiar G. Saun-
ders, said even without the Aleksa
case, his client is grandfathered

i

messages to drivers along Route
28 is mostly staying in place, he
said. It's center console — which
stands about 43 inches tall and 122.
inches wide — would be replaced
with a video screen capable of
showing still full-color pho-
tographs, animation and video
clips.

Under the rules drafted two
years ago, town planners hoped to
limit the growing number of elec-
tronic signs along Route 28, which
has about 500 businesses from end
to end.

“It wasn’'t what we wanted
Route 28 to look like,” recalled
Planning Board member Robert
Ellis. “For at least 10 years, the
board was trying to figure out
what they wanted 28 to look like,
and a lot of the signs were 50 years
old and just looked bad.”

While striking down part of the

ordinance, Morrill upheld other

portions of the town regulation
that allow Salem officials to ban
flaghing or scrolling messages.
That may not help the town’s
case in limiting the Mortgage Spe-
cialists sign because the technolo-
gy allows for the sign to show up

Please see VIDEOD, Page 12

~ they're not going to have the sign

%:Sur. It’s not making it look like

computers — businesses are see-
Ing the need to use them i order |
to remain competitive, said Saun-
ders. ’

The new sign will allow Gill
owner of Mortgage Specialists, tc;
display homes for sale or mort-
gage rates, said Saunders. Having
the 'technology does not mean
business owners will be using
every bell and whistle that comes
with it, he noted.

“What we’ve said to the town is,

blink or flash. The signs could

go
100 miles per hour, but they’re pre-
paredtogo,say,soorsomﬂesper

Vegas.”
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And he reads Playboy for the articles ...

On vacation with his family on Cape Cod, Salem
Town Planner Ross A. Moldoff went ona mini-recon-

= naissance mission.

His target? A Hooters restaurant
in Hyannis, in anticipation of Hoot-
er’s setting up shop on Route 281n
Salem. i

«] went in at 11 o’clock in the
morning and it looked just like any
other bar,” he said. “It was clean,
S g | welldit. Ididn't even notice the out-
Ross A. fits, to tell you the fruth. I was look-
Moldoff ing at the layout of the place.”

Moldoff said he stopped off in the
gift shop. A Hooters Koozie currently keeps water
hottles cool on the desk of his secretary, Mavureen
Sullivan, whose birthday is this week.

-
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B Continued from Page 1 lot of protection,” Moldoff said. nesses say, ‘I guess I'll settle for

“Honestly, there may not have
been another time where a zoning
restriction has been declared in-
valid,” said Moldoff. “In my 20
years here, I don’t think there’s
been an instance where a judge
was saying a portion of our zon-
ing was invalid.”

Moldoff said one consolation
was that the judge upheld two
other parts of the zoning ordi-
nance that prohibited scrolling

and repeating messages. That de- .

cision could ultimately keep Alek-
sa or others from getting the
signs they want, he said.

“(They) wanted the whole sec-
tion unconstitutional, so from the
town’s point of view, the judge up-
held the first two sections. What
we have in there now provides a

Judge Robert E.K. Morrill
wrote town officials had the right
to pass zoning ordinances to pro-
mote public safety or control traf-
fic congestion, but failed to make
the case that editing content on
message boards would help with
that goal.

“The town has failed to offer
sufficient evidence that the re-
striction imposed on the kind of
speech to be displayed on the
electronic message signs has any-
thing to do with either traffic safe-
ty or aesthetics,” Morrill wrote.

Aleksa, Reed, and local and na-
tional sign associations pitched in
for the suit.

“We were fortunate in this case
here because we had a client who
was willing to take it to this
point,” said Reed. “A lot of busi-

what the town wants,’ and I think
in terms of what’s going on in
New Hampshire, it’s going to
have a definite effect. Towns are
going to have to go back and look
at their zoning ordinances and
make sure they don’t have any
content-based zoning ordi-
nances.”

Moldoff said the town could end
up proposing amendments to the
zoning ordinance at the next
Town Meeting, or may have to do
nothing — depending on what the
resolution will be for Aleksa’s re-
quest. Aleksa could not be
reached for comment.

Salem reporter James A. Kim-
ble may be contacted by calling
(603) 893-9555 or by e-mailing at

Jkimble@eagletribune.com.
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Am1 tron buy
hints at tech

‘rebound in
Salem, N.H.

By ANDY MURRAY:
STAFF WRITER

SALEM, N H. — Highlighting a possible comeback by
the town's high-technology sector, a North Andover
business will buy 65,000 square feet of manufacturing
space along the Interstate 93 corridor.

Amdtron Ine,, a subsidiary of Anaren Inc. of Syracuse,
N.Y, paid $5miltion for the former Lightchip Inc. bullding
at 27 Northwestern Drive, just off Interstate 93 st Exit 2.

Salem Planning Director Ross A. Moldoff said the
building’s sale was one deal in a sudden flurry of activity
in the town's commercial real estate sector. Medical plas-
tics company Advanced Polymers of Salem is already
working on a new 60,000-sguarefoot headquartersin the
sameareaandthetown’sﬁannﬁngoardisabomter
taimngsepamte proposals for a 20,000-square-foot in-

dastrial building, a 33,000-square-foot office building and
amﬁwsmlme-toothealthciubandmbm}&ng

“That's five proposals all in one short span of time.
Something’s going on,” Moldoff said.

Amitron, which makes ceramic ciraudt boards used in
aerospace, defense and medical device technologies,
employs about 80 people at its current facility at 87 Flag-
ship Drive in North Andover.

President and co-founder Raymond C. Simione said
the company would be relocating that operation and
adding 10 to 15 jobs over the next 10 months as it moves
to the former Lightchip building on Northwestern Drive.

“We're basically looking to expand and get into abet-
ter facility,” Simione said.

Anaren paid $5 million, 14 percent less than Lightchip,
a fiber optics manufacturer, paid for the building in
2001, according to the Salem assessor’s office. North An-
dover’s Flagship Commercial Real Estate brokered the
deal for Anaren with Salem’s Gooduow Real Estate Ser-
vxces,whmhrepresentedﬂzebaﬂdmg’sseﬁers,ﬂaym
Management Co. of Welleskey Hills.

Moldoff gaid the addition of 2 manufacturer that
would need everyday supplies and employ 90 to 95 peo-
ple could signal a rebound i the fown’s volatile bigh-
tech manmfactwring sector.

%at’sverypoﬁﬁveminbuday’sewmmy espe-
czaﬁyw!tbsomebusimmnotdoingwe&lt’sgreat
news for the town to have those employees there and

- great to have the business there,” Moldoff sald. i

Siméanesaidﬂxempmwasphmlngitsexpmsmn
because customers were signaling an increased appetite
for ceramic circuitry. Unlike softer semiconductors,
Simione said the cermie circuit boards do not heafup as
much and can be used for 3 wide range of compaet satel-
lite, wireless telephone and medical device techmologies.

“We are expecting potentially to double in volume
within the next couple of years,” Simione said.

Led by a 44 percent jump in wireless product sales,
Anaren reported a $2.3 million profit for the three-
month period ending March 31, compared to-a §958,000
loss during the same period a year ago.

Simione said Anaren hoped to consolidate more of its
ceramicrelated operations at its new Amitron facllity,
but had not yet announced relocating any of its New
York jobs.

"We’rehopmgtodmonstratebwaxmeofexpanded
capability and space we have the ability to do alot of gluff
meymmmttydoingmo&erpim, Simione said.

East Syracuse-based Anaren

reported having 560
employemasomeean,m
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" S& I youte out walking anywhere in Salem, either your car is broken or you're out frying to get exercise. 92
. Salem. N.H. Planning Director Ross A. Moldoff
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This historic photo shows Salem Depot on Route 28 fooking north. Route 97 crasses this road Just after Peever's Hiruy Siore on ihe rigiic.

A town with no center

Salem Depot is long gone, but pmject could restore what was lost

By Jason B. Grosky
STAFF WRITER

SALEM, N.H. — Eleanor M.
Strang arrived in town plenty ear-
Iy to interview for a reference li-
brarian job back in 1977. With time
to kill, she drove off in search of 2
bite to eat.

“T decided I would go have hunch
in Salem’s downtown area, which I
then (went) out to find,” said
Strang, now director of the Kelley
Library.

She is still looking,

Sure, Salem offers an array of
stores to suit most needs, from the
area’s largest retail strip to the
Mall at Rockingham Park, restau-
rants and service businesses.

But for all Salem holds, it’s still a
place with no center, no focal point.
It's a town with no downtown, no
place where people can park, con-
gregate and walk from one place to
the next.

“If you're out walking anywhere
in Salew, either your car is broken
or you're out trying to get exer-
cise,” Planning Director Ross A.

CARL RUSSO/Staff photo

Traffic travels south on Route 28 in Salem.

Moldoff said. “The mall is probably
the closest thing Salem has to a
downtown.”

Strang sees Salem as having
three pseudo downtowns of the
multistop, rather than one-stop, va-
riety: the town center along Main
Street and Geremonty Drive, home
to the municipal center, historic
district and a host of professional

offices; the South Broadway retail
strip; and the Mall at Rockingham
Park. ’

Some see the redevelopment of
Rockingham Park racetrack as
Salem’s last chance at a real down-
town, a compact area of shops in
brick buildings, brick walkways
and antique lampposts.

But things weren’t always this

way. Salem once had a downtown,
a place remembered by the town-
fes who knew Salem in its pre-
boom days.

Back in the 1950, the downtown
was the Salem Depot, the crossing
of Broadway and Main Street
(Routes 28 and 97, respectively).
The place bustled with markets,
trains and fraffic heading through
town along Route 28, the main
route between Boston and the
‘White Mountains.

“The Depot gave a certain dis-
tinction to the town of Salem,” said
George Gelt, 87, whose Gelt’s Gro-
cery Store sat a few doors down
South Broadway from the inter-
section. “Jt was really the center of
town.”

The depot held everything the lo-
cals needed: Detleft’s Five & Dime,
Lowe’s dry goods store, the A&P,
Galloway’s drugstore, Palmer’s
grocery store, the Rockingham Ho-
tel, the Bluebird restaurant and
Leo’s barber shop. Firefighter Gus
Brown would toss dewn his white

Please see CENTER, Page A6
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At a crossroads

,

Mortgage Specialists in Plaistow, N.H., has Installed a di

hill. Plaistow bans such signs, but Haverhill does not.

Huge TV-like sign raises eyebrows

By MARGOT LESAGE
STAFF WRITER

PLAISTOW, N.H. — The sign went
up, and the phone calls to the town’s
- planning coordinator started almost
immediately.

“People assume it’s in Plaistow,” said
Planning Coordinator Leigh Komor-
nick. “They ask, ‘Wow, what’s the deal
with that sign?”

That sign is the new digital sign at
Mortgage Specialists, which is located
on Route 125 on the border between
Haverhill and Plaistow. The sign shows
pictures of houses for sale, and it looks
more like a video screen.

It appeared on the property about
two weeks ago.

The sign is technically in Haverhill,
but it’s easy, Komornick said, for resi-
dents to get the impression it’s located
in the Granite State since the business
property spans both states.

such digital signs, allowing only those
that were in place before the vote — a
small sign at Mortgage Specialists, one
at Stateline Plaza and one at Petro
King, also on Route 125 — to remain,

“There was nothing we could do
about the fact that they put that sign in
Haverhill,” said Komormick. “We can’t
regulate Haverhill’s signs. It’s definite-
ly generated some discussion.”

Haverhill has no restrictions on digi-
tal signs, unless they are a distraction,
said Building Inspector Richard Os-
borne.

The permit under which it was erect-
ed calls for “replacing existing face of
sign” Osborne said. “It doesn't Say any-
thing about it being televised. ... i’s like
watching TV in your car.”

Osborne said the city can’t do any-
thing about the sign, unless it receives
complaints from people about it caus-
ing problems.

“Ifit becomes a hazard or causes traf-
fic problems, then we could do some-

gitai sign on its front lawn. The sign is Just over the border in Haver-

MELODY KO/Staff photo

thing,” he said, '

But Komornick said the sign is defi-
nitely a distraction.

“The sign sits at the junction of Route
125 and Main Street in Plaistow.

She said Plaistow has been working
with the city of Haverhill for two years
seeking a way to reconfigure that inter-
section to make it safer. One option dis-
cussed is putting one or more traffic
lights at that iocation,

“They may need to pay attention to
(traffic lights) — stopping and starting
up again — and people could be rear-
ending people because they're looking
at the sign,” Komornick said.

But Mark Gill, owner and president
of the Mortgage Specialists said the
' advertising is to get people’s at-
tention and that his sign is no more a
distraczion than any other niece of ad-

‘euking any laws. 'm abid-
codes and [ doing the
y in business,” said Gill,

.~ en ot - hes bt e T
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“Theres no room to

ottages may share Millville Lake with upscale homes

By JAsoN B. Grosky sihailla Civpla
AoN B, O Mlllvﬂleeifo;leh
SALEM — Carry E. Carden rolled em p n
the stroller over the of A wants to add a road with a cul
baby DUIDS Of gy o the e of Mievibe Coti s
nmm&mwue Circle, :vi ;zll:)fg mmmmzmm ;?m
W] cars cannot pass lnchide widening and resurfac|
one driving onto someone’s front mm"‘ %mw rosd bailt
yard. Thee houses would take 9.5 acres of the 16.5
When the white pickup ap- acres of land, leaving 7 acres undevaioped.
proached, Carden maneuvered off - G
the road and stopped as her 12- |« A )y
month-old grandson, Alexander A Gk L 2 11; .
Tiberio, sucked on his bottle. W™ Kashy s
“You figure nine more homes, % Ny U=
that’s at least another 18 cars — and g | Homes
that’s before the weekend visitors { Gz () plammed
come,” said Carden, who moved to s
51 Millville Circle about 15 years ago. :\\“/ b
“This is a speed zone down here and ! PR SCRa
Ialreadyseeenox@:peopleyeﬂﬁxg X
at drivers to slow down.” . 2
The road was built when summer 7
cottages lined Millville Lake, a place S
that was a ghost town in the winter.

The area has undergone change
through the years. Many old cot-
tages were added onto or bulldozed
to clear space for bigger homes.
Summertime have been
repiaced by year-round residents.
The neighborhood now faces
more change — a nine-home subdi-
vision that would go on 165 wooded
acres. The proposed development,
be called The Village at Millville

ing and repaving Millville Cirele,
which is about 10 feet wide at its nar-
rowest points. Some residents said
they are concerned about added
traffic and potential drainage im-
pacts. The Planning Board will de-
cide whether to approve the project
at its July 13 meeting,

Under the plan, about six of the
16.5 acres off Millville Circle would
be left as open space under a conser-
vation easement, and the developer

o

e oy Trecbows

breathe’

the dam.

Ready to vacuum-wash his van's
interior yesterday, Robert L. Mal-
one stood in his driveway while try-
ing to figure how the road widening
would affect his property.

The town has a 20-foot right-of-
way along the road’s path, but
through the years, some residents
have converted that space into part
of their front yards, Planning Direc-

“When I moved to Salem, there
was hardly anything here but De-
Moulas and Kmart on (Route) 28,
said Malone, who used to rent a
seasonal cottage on Millville Lake
before moving 23 years ago from
South Boston to 111 Millville Circle.
“Now it's like they’re putting peo-
ple on top of people. There's no
room to breathe anymore.”

The development is proposed by
land owner Dr. Deepak Sharma,
who built the nearby Kashmiir Dri-
ve subdivision where homes sell for
more than $500,000.

His Millville Circle land abuts 16
acres of rural, town-owned land.
Twice within the last 10 years, vot-
ers have turned down separate
deals the town and Sharma tried to
strike, Moldoff said.

The town first offered to sell its
land, which would have allowed
Sharma to build more homes off
Kashmir Drive without eutting into

Piease see HOMES, Page 10

.

B Continued from Page 9

opment and giving the town land
thatisdosertotheinkengdnear
Widow Harris Brook. &

Millville Circle, but she lives

along a dirt read — identified on
Fire Department maps as Mil-
Iville Avenue — that runs off Mil-
Iville Circle.

“My theory is if they get close
enough, just give me a good price
and my house is gone,” said Bur-
ris, 64, a 33-year resident. “I'm old
and I'd like to retire and buy a
nice little condo.” .

Salem reporter Jason B. Grosky
be contacted by calling (603)

may !
893-9555 or by e-mailing ot
Jorosky@eagletribune,

com.
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* Salem voters need

to rid themselves

e e

o ot e

of these officials

It would take not just one but an army of psychologists
to plumb the depths of the dysfunction affecting the
Salem, N.H., Board of Selectmen. The five members of the
board — Everett P. McBride Jr,, Richard Gregory, Ronald
J. Belanger, Stephanie Micklon and Philip A. Smith —are
as abnormal a group of govemment officials as you'd
ever want to meet. .

Individually, they may be fine people~ But together, no
sensible person would allow them inte his home. The
verbal assaults at any moment could be followed by the
furniture and china sailing across the room. -

Sadly, the residents of Salem are stuck with this crew
and its scorched earth phﬂosophy — at least until the
next elections.

None of these people have shown the ghightest inclina;

‘tion to put the interests of the town over and above his or

her own petty politics of vengeance. None of them can
see beyond the faces of “the enemy” at the meeting table
to what their silly personal spats are doing to the com-

- munity. -

Salem residents would be served best by a complebely
new board.

What’s the latest outrage from the Gang of Five?
They've already proven they can't get along with a full-
time town manager. Now they've demonstrated they
can’t even cope with an interim town manager, a gentle-
man with a long history of selfless service to the commu-
nity.

After the McBride, Gregory, Belanger faction of the
board drove Town Manager Marcia Leighninger out of
town — admittedly, with some justification — they
named Fire Chief Arthur E. Barnes Il as acting manager.

“The idea was to put Barnes, a lifelong resident who has

served as an interim manager before, in charge until a
proper search for a full-time manager could be conduct-
ed. The trio had suggested that Barnes be given a con-
tract through July 2005.

That prompted a spate of pointed questioning from
Micklon and Smith that echoed questions asked of Leigh-
ninger during her hiring: Where was his resume? What
were his gualifications? Whers were the other candi-
dates? . ,

Micklon and Smith seem incapable of understanding
that these are legitimate questions in the search for a full-
time manager but petty, tit-for-tat nitpicking when ap-
pointing a longtime town employee to hold down the fort
for ayear. -

Barnes, who is nearing retirement, finally had enough
when Smith hinted in his questions that there was some-
thing untoward in Barnes’ approval of a building permit
for a project on whxch Gregory ia the electrical contrac-
tor.

Barnes resigned, saying it was clear the: selectmen
were not ready to bury the hatchet and move forward.

The resignation prompted another round of name-call-
mgontheboard,withGregoryrefernngtoSmﬁhasa .
“piece of glime” and a “cement head.”

Barnes showed his ability to see things clearly when
he told our reporter, “The board needs to deal with the
board before going for a manager to manage the town.”

Salem voters hold the only means to fix this problem.
As each selectman comes up for re-election, voters
should earefully welgh his or her contribution to the cur-
rent mess. Salem government won’t see any peace until
this erew is sent into long-overdue retirement.
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Salem's last rural oasis for sale

By Jason B. Grosky
Staff Writer

SALEM, N H. -- The woodlands behind 13 Atkinson Road
served as an exploration playground for Dorothy M.
Harrington's children and then her grandchildren for more than
40 years.

The kids would do the things that kids do -- climb trees, go on
adventures, see what's swimming in the frog pond.

"They would spend the whole summer exploring those
woods," Harrington said.

One of these days, Harrington will lose the privacy of her back
yard. Her view of nothing but trees will become a front-row
seat to a cul-de-sac and at least two homes that are part of the
19-home development proposed at Duston Farm in North
Salem.

"My grandmother gave me this piece of land about 1957."
Harrington said. "From the day I moved in here, I knew
someday those beautiful woods would have to go. I've always
dreaded it, and the day has finally come.”

Thomas E. "Elliott" Duston, 91, said he needs to develop some
land to raise money for his medical bills and to care for his
sister, who is in a nursing home. The development, proposed
by family friend James R. Whiteneck, would put 19 single-
family homes on 18.6 acres while preserving about 20.4 acres
as open space. No construction timetable has been announced.

North Salem has endured more residential growth than any
other section of town through the last several decades. It had
about 1,056 housing units as of 1969. Between 1970 and
2001, 1,544 homes were built, giving North Salem about
2,600 total homes through 2001, according to data provided
by Community Development Director William J. Scott.

Of the homes built since 1970, 632 -- or 41 percent -- were

built between 1990 and 2001, according to Scott. Some 573 of
those homes were single-family units.

http://www eagletribune.com/news/stories/200406 1 3/F P_009.htm 6/14/2004
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Scott's data identifies North Salem as the areas north and east
of Lake and Bluff streets out to the town borders.

The area's growth is among the reasons the town is pushing
for a new North Salem Fire Station to 2o at North Main Street
and Arlington Pond Court, near the Duston property. The fire
station project will likely go before voters in March.

Beyond the Duston project, another developer has proposed
building 10 homes near Zion Hill Road and Route 111.

Though several neighbors expressed concern about the impact
of new homes on the rural Duston Farm neighborhood, they
said Duston deserves no blame.

"Elliott is a wonderful person and it's his land and we feel so
privileged to be by it," said Judith L. Bibeau, a 15-year
resident at 20 Sandy Beach Road. "Why die in poverty when
you can have some money for your last days? Poor Elliott has
to sell 1t."

Duston owns a total of 110 acres on both sides of Duston
Road. In terms of acreage, the two separate parcels are among
Salem's top 13 open, developable properties left. The
development proposed for his southern portion of land runs
through the woods to Atkinson Road and North Main Street
near Arlington Pond.

The involvement of Whiteneck has softened the blow for
residents who would be more skeptical if an outside developer
was building the homes, said neighbor Anne M. Pepin, 15
Atkinson Road. Whiteneck grew up in the neighborhood and
lives at 280 N. Main St. His father, Robert N. Whiteneck, lives
on Duston Road and cares for Elliott Duston.

"The Whitenecks are kind, decent people," Pepin said. "It
sounds like they want to put nice homes, private in their own
way, up there."

According to the plans filed by Whiteneck, rock walls and
land along a 700-foot section on the south side of Duston
Road would be protected. Elliott Duston said the town is
pushing him to preserve the land along Duston Road, a setting
Town Planning Director Ross A. Moldoff described as
"classic New England."

Zoning allows for 16 homes on the property, but Whiteneck is
seeking three additional "bonus lots" in exchange for the open
space to be preserved.

http://www.eagletribune.com/news/stories/200406 1 3/F P_009.htm 6/14/2004
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The frog pond is on Duston's land behind Pepin's home. That
pond regularly overflows and the water runs along a man-
made gully, through a strategically built gap in her rock wall,

along her property and to a stream on Atkinson Road. Pepin
said she regularly cleans out the gully to keep the water flow
from backing up.

The owner of a 1790 home with a dirt basement that becomes
muddy when the water table rises, Pepin said her top fear is
the impact development -- including two abutting homes --
will have on the pond overflow.

"It's just so pretty and quiet up here with the deer coming
through the fields and the fox," said Pepin, who's lived in her
home since 1977. "It's a little paradise. We hate to see it
change, but time marches on and we call it progress."

analysts

o,

Copyright© 2003 Eagle-Tribune Publishing. All Rights Reserved. Contact
Online editor
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Manager
suddenly

calls it qults

By Jason B. Grosky
STAFF WRITER

SALEM-—ArthurE.Bamesm :

says he may have been naive.

“I knew the job was dangerous
when I took it,” he said, “but I
thought that because of who Iwas

and what Pve done that the five of |

them could bury the hatchet and
move forward. That’s not the case
and they need to find someone
who candoit.”

The soft-spoken Barnes abrupt-
ly resigned last night as acting
town manager after the Board of
Selectmen meeting, turned in his
keys at Town Hall, and was back

- at the Central
Fire Station this
« | Iorning as fire
- Chief =
Hours before
" | he quit, Barnes
17 and the five se-
lectmen talked

: about a contract
Arthur E that would make
Barnes [l him town man-

ager until July
2005. )
Barnes said he was frustrated
by the types of questions Select-
men Philip A. Smith and Stephanie

Please see SALEM, Page 8




Without being specific nor nam-

" manager May 14, four days after
Leighninger was fired.

“When the manager becomes
the focus of the controversy,
rather than what the manager is
trying to do or implement, it really
limits his ability to manage,” he
said, “If we are going to go through
another year of the same old con-
troversies, only in the reverse ...
I'm out.”

Salem awoke this morning with
no town manager and no plan in

place to select a new,interim‘\
leader. Selectmen said they are |

unsure when the board will next
meet to discuss getting someone
for the job.

Barnes' resignation has burst.
another bubble in the boiling rela-
tionship between members of the
at-odds Board of Selectmen, with
Smith and Micklon on one side and
Chairman Everett P. McBride Jr.,
Ronald J. Belanger and Gregory
on the other.

B Continued from Page 1. ing the company, Smith asked
Barnes 8 guestions last
K. Micklon asked during that ses-  pight about the 60,000-square-foot
sion. Barnes said the questions in-  pedical office building being built
cluded: Where were the other can- . o Northwestern Boulevard in the
didates? Would the board review ' industrial park by Advanced Poly-
his personnel file? Would he take_a mers Inc., which makes angioplas-
polygraph test? “Where was his °  ty halloons and other tubing.
resume? and What are his qualifi- *  McBride works for that company
cations? and Gregory is the electrical con-
Barnes said the questions were  tractor for its project.
reminiscent of the questions asked “It seemed like Phil was lookjng
during the hiring of ex-Town Man- for some alleged improper behav:
ager Marcia L. Leighninger and - jor by one, two or three members
her human resources director,  of the board — I'm not sure how
Brooke E. Holton, both of whom . far he was trying to swing the las-
were fired a month ago. . 0,” Barnes said. “I think he was
The chief said his frustration ' trying for (Gregory) by throwing
grew when selectmen later met in || out these little innuendoes and let-
public and Smith began asking |. ting them hang like pregnant
Barnes about his role in getting a \ pauses in the wind.”
building permit approved for a |~ As “dozens” of contractors do
construction project for which Se- | . m year, Gregory went to the fire|
lectman Richard R. Gregory is the | .. station more than a month ago to
electrical contractor. .+ ask why the Fire Department was
Barnes said his decision is final, | ' “holding up” the building permit
and that he could not be talked in- | for the Advanced Polymers pro- |
to returning to Town Hall as the | ject, Barnes said. The chief said he | -
manager. He became the acting | learned that the contractor passed

all tests the Fire Department
wanted done, but fire inspectors |
. delayed signing off on the permit
" because the Water Department

wanted another test performed to
check the water capacity for the
sprinkler system.

Barnes explained that town de-
partments often work together,

and the Fire Department carries’

more statutory power under law
regarding building permits than
does the Water Department.
Barnes said he told his fire inspec-
tors to approve the permit because
the contractor had already satis-

* fied what the Fire Department

wanted — not because Gregory
questioned it.

“Is Dick a person on the list of
people that complain? Yes,”
Barnes said. “Is he the most fre-
quent? No. I8 there a certain awk-
wardness because he’s on the

| Board of Selectmen? Yes, but it
| doesn’t get him any special consid-
i eration.”

Ggory called Smith a “piece of

e” and a “cement-nead” and
lamed him for Barnes lea
Smith said he did nothing wrong,
that he asked Barnes without say-
ing anything accusatory last night

Smith said he asked a series of
} questions and more questions off

PR

e Y

during the public meeting.

the answers he was given. He said straight dqu"eStions rather than Sure m the industrial
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ger in mid-
: ey
pproved the 893-9555 or by

forthenext move, Barnes said he would have jgrosky@eagletribu

apding in dirt, he J.Breen will return

“He didn’t say yes and he didn’t he will now sta
drawn circles.”

say no,” Barnes said. “He shuffled til 2008 and

cause the two of them are ﬁ'iqnds. Smith said he does not want to see and if he was st
aged the town through the upcom-

ing budget process, rather than

Barnes said he made up his hiring a new mana

Last week, Barnes said he asked
mind about resigning last night af-  stream

“Guys that are causing incidents the board to keep him on as town some internal w
Barnes said he believed the town town leader.

manager through next summer. even loo

park area off year.

a tragedy in Salem because of a would have

The town has been concerned ter he asked Smith whether “this  Had the board a

speaking by way of innuendo. Gre- Interstate 93. Citing the Station
problem if Smith would ask for decades about low water pres- is how it’s going to be”

anything wrong and simply asked gory said Barnes was targeted be- nightclub fire in Rhode Island,

questions.

right thing to do. For that man to self”
be attacked because he is a friend

oneparticu- career for the good of this commu- ry’s comments. “He should lookin would he best served if he man-

s best for the safdArthur-wagssactilicing his he said after being told of Grego-

town of Salem and not
Gregory said Smith is an “innu- . of mine is absolutely deplorable.”
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he never accused anyone of doing

and count all of the eggs in the bas-
endo man” and there would be no

thing and to do what’
ket, who is going to?”
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Age, need force sale of family farm

By Jason B. Grosky
Staff Writer

SALEM, N.H. -- Rolling back and forth in his wheelchair --
like a man in a rocking chair -- Thomas E. "Elliott" Duston
speaks softly about his arthritis, broken hip and sister in a
nursing home.

"I don't have a pension, and I need money to live off to get
along," said the 90-year-old farmer.

Duston says he needs to develop part of his 39-acre Duston
Farm lands in North Salem -- bought by his great-grandfather
in 1854 -- to keep up with bills for himself and his sister. Plans
call for building 19 single-family homes on 18.6 acres while
preserving the rest of the land.

The plus side to the proposed project is keeping the rural land
in its current condition along a 700-foot strip on the south side
of Duston Road, said town Planning Director Ross A.
Moldoff. Many of the homes will go on woodlands toward
North Main Street across from Evergreen Road, according to
the plans.

"It's just the classic New England that people think of when
they think of New England," Moldoff said. "At some point it
will all be gone because the value of land is just so high in
Salem."

The development has nothing to do with 71 acres -- rolling
fields with a 1768 farm house -- that Duston owns across the
street on Duston Road, Moldoff said. Rock walls border much
of the land.

Duston said he takes no great pride in preserving the view
along Duston Road. In fact, it's the town that's pushing him to
preserve the land, he said.

"In my golden age, it doesn't mean that much," he said.
"Whatever they think is right."

Duston Road is a popular spot for motorists to stop and view

http://www eagletribune.com/news/stories/2004053 1 /F P 002.htm 6/2/2004
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the wildlife passing through the farmland. About 11 yesterday
morning, a lone deer stood off in the distance where the field
meets the woods on the north side of Duston Road. The 39-

acre site is one of the 13 Targest open, developable parcels in
town.

"You just don't see much of that in Salem any more -- the
wide-open field with stone walls," Moldoff said.

The housing development is being proposed by James
Whiteneck, the owner of Spring Look landscaping. His father,
Robert, is a lifelong friend of Duston and now cares for him.

"We're trying to preserve the look of the farm like it is and
build on the outskirts so as not to hinder on the fields too
much," Robert Whiteneck said, sitting alongside Duston at his
homestead. "Deep down he'd like it to remain as it is, but
financially we have to do it."

James Whiteneck declined to talk about the project, as it is
still in the early planning stages.

"It is our intention to preserve the historical and natural
condition of the property," said his wife, Lisa.

Under the plans, the developer is secking 16 housing lots plus
three "bonus" lots. Under the open-space zoning rule instituted
last year, the Planning Board may, at its discretion, award
"bonus lots" to developers whose projects meet certain
guidelines in protecting open space. The board has yet to
award bonus lots to a developer.

The Planning Board will discuss the project's conceptual plans
at its June 8 meeting.

In Salem proportions, the proposed project is significantly
sized, Moldoff said. The last large subdivision was 26 lots,
built in 2002. A developer is currently proposing 26 lots off
Stanwood Drive atop Spickett Hill, where the Fire Department
wants to put its communication tower.

The Conservation Commission originally sought to declare
part of Duston's 39 acres as prime wetlands, prohibiting
building within 100 feet of the protected land. The plans
include the developer's "voluntary" agreement to keep
building at that safe distance, Moldoff said.

Duston's father and uncle grew up on the farm. The uncle ran
a saw mill there and used to haul his wood for sale in
Haverhill, and would use the money to buy groceries, he said.

http://www.eagletribune.com/news/stories/20040531/FP_002.htm 6/2/2004
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Duston is an eighth- or ninth-generation descendent of Hannah
Duston, the Haverhill woman who escaped in 1698 after she
scalped and killed some of the American Indian captors who

killed her fammly.

Duston claims his father owned Salem's first car -- a "steamer”
he built himself. He has an 1899 photograph showing his
father, Thomas Montgomery Duston, driving the open-air
vehicle past what is now Ackerman's Trailer Park on North
Broadway.

Thomas E. Duston moved to the farm in 1931 after his uncle
broke a leg, got married and moved to a farm by Canobie
Lake. For years, Duston operated a dairy farm with about 20
cows there, but got out of the business about 1972. He tried
raising cattle, but gave that up in the 1980s. Yesterday, he
recalled selling off his last heifer.

"He wouldn't give me what it was worth. I wanted $700. He
offered $200," he said, explaining that he got the buyer to up
his offer to $225. "A snowstorm was coming and the cow
wouldn't come in the barn, so I just said, 'Sold.' "

Copyright© 2003 Eagle-Tribune Publishing. All Rights Reserved. Contact
Online editor
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7. Salem residents

must have a say 1n
town manager choice

All the residents of Salem, N.H., want is a little peace —
and a town government that comports itself with a little
more dignity than that of some Third World backwater.

The firing of Town Manager Marcia Leighninger was in-
evitable. Her authoritarian manner, her refusal to open her
office to minimal standards of public inspection, her unex-
plained hiring and firing — all of these exacerbated the bit-
ter political divide in the community. She had to go.

But Leighninger cannot take all the blame for the mess
that is Salem town government. The Board of Selectmen
has a long history of tossing town managers overboard as
one faction or another gains power and expresses its dis-
satisfaction with the choices of others. Salem has fired three
town managers since 1999 and has had six people hold the
postsince 1988. * ‘

This rate of turnover is not conducive to good govern-
ment. It encourages rancor and costs the community its
ability to develop long-term plans to deal with pressing is-
sues.

This has to end. \ o

The Board of Selectmen, the source of many of Salem’s
problems, has to take a step back from the process of choos-
ing a new town manager. The next town manager should
come from a list of professional, outside applicants and not
local political favorites. Salem is large and complex enough
to need professional management. Appointing a crony of
one or more selectmen will do nothing to heal the divide
within the town. It would be worse than useless.

~ And the people of Salem themselves should have a voice

-in choosing who will be their leader. A citizens advisory
board should be established to solicit and review candidates
before recommending three finalists to the Board of Select-
men. : ‘

Then it is absolutely necessary that the selectmen inter-
view and discuss the finalists for the town manager’s job in
an open forum, including a period for comment by the pub-
lic. Too much of the controversy in Salem was driven by
bickering over the details of how the previous manager was
hired. The only way to avoid that is to keep the process open
and transparent. Those who fail to register complaints or
concerns at that time will have nothing to say later on.

All involved must remember that the goal here is not to
win a personal political victory but to heal a deeply wound-
ed town. Respect, trust and faith in Salem’s government are
all on the line here. Leaders must put aside personal causes .
and disputes for the sake of the whole community.

The town must strive for a selection process that helps
bring the community together rather than continue the un-
ruly factionalism that only serves to alienate residents from
their government. .
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Salem

Continued From Page A1

the human resource director,
" Holton was employed "at “the
state Department of Safety,

job under very difficult circum-
stances,” Micklon said. “He
(Gregory) had never even been

5hz/oy
Salem 4.

Leighninger was also employed
there before taking the town
manager position in July.

At the time Holton was hired,
Gregory and other selectmen
questioned Holton’s qualifica-
tions and demanded to see cop-

ies of her contract and her

resuimne.

Several weeks ago, Leighning-
er released copies of Holton's
resume but never answered
questions about her qualifica-
tions to run the town’s human
resource department, which
handles more than 250 employ-
ees. :

“She knew it was coming,
and she was prepared when she
came in this morning to discuss
the situation,” Gregory said of
Holton. “She knew she was
controversial also. She tried to
do her job and she was a nice
person and tried to work with
people, and she just didn't have
all the tools.”

Selectman Stephanie Micklo_n
said Holton was a good em-
ployee and called her a “politi-
cal casualty.”

“She’s gone,” Micklon said.
“A town employee called me
very upset and told me they
were escorting her out of the
building. Mr. Gregory told her
she can either be fired or she
can resign, that was the choice.

Holton was given 24 hours to
decide whether she will resign
or be terminated.

“She really had done a good

in her office and has no
grounds for evaluating her posi-
tion. She is a political casualty.
That's all she is. He is not firing
her because of her perform-
ance; he is firing her because he
doesn’t like her.”

“She really had
done a good job

- under very difficult
circumstances.”

STEPHANIE MICKLON
Salem selectman

Holton was hired ét $50,273
and received a $7,798 raise in
February.

According to Holton’s con-

tract, which was made public
last month, Holton was entitled
to the raise “upon six months
satisfactory performance as de-
termined by the town manag-
er.” ‘

She was also given an addi-
tional raise of $1,527 last
month.

Leighninger last month de-
fended the raises and said Hol-
ton had done a good job for the
town.

When copies of Holton's con-
tract were released, Gregory
criticized the raises and ac-
cused Leighninger of overcom-
pensating Holton.

Selectmmen Chairman EBverett

McBride did not return calls

seeking comment last night.

@ .
official
under
fire
& Hours after town
manager was fired, another

official was given an
ultimatum,

By JANINE E. GILBERTSON

Union Leader Correspondent

SALEM — Acting Town Man-
ager and Selectman Dick Grego-
ry gave Human Resources
Director Brooke Holton an ulti-
matum yesterday — resign her
position or be terminated

“I talked to her this .morning
and discussed her employment
and gave her some options,”
Gregory said last night. “And
she is considering them.”

Gregory said he was con-
cerned whether Holton was
able to perform the job.

Holton was hired in August
by former town manager Mar-
cia Leighninger, who was fired
by selecten Monday night.

Holton was hired to replace
former Human Resources Di-
rector Mary Donovan, who was
terminated by Leighninger in
August and escorted from Town
Hall by police.

Prior to coming to Salem as

» See Salem, Page A14
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as B Continued from Page 1 give the average guy a break,” the search process for another
rd ‘ Micklon said. town manager begi
said he was glad selectmen were Controversy about Lei er, “We needed somebody in
going by Leighninger’s original a lawyer ang former town prose- charge tonight OLOry Said:
rd | contract, and backed the board’s _cutor startedw e sheWas hired  “We could ask somebody in-house
ve derts1oi tg fire the town er. in June over more experienced to be the (next) interim town map-
3a “1 agree with what they did. But candidates for the job. Holland, ager, we could ask someone from
1a- town polities is tough here,” he  Smith and Micklon supported hir- outside. This was simple way to
at | ‘said. ing €r, citing her Salem have Someone in place to get
in Selectmen Chairman Everett residency and experience as g things done in the meantime, [
ral McBride told residents during the lawyerasa plus for residents. have the availability to do it.”
LS. public portion of the meeting that  Within her first month in office, He expected to take time off
. Selectmen decided to terminate Leighninger fired Human Re- from work to fill in as manager,
an, Leighninger becauge ofthe contro-  sources Director Mary Donovan and would likely meet in private
e's versy about her decision-making  without publicly stating a reason, with some department heads this
cof | inSalem. : andlaberreplacedbuwiﬁBmoke ing.
sel- “We believe the controversy Holton, a former co-worker of “Evidently, it’s payback from
‘as over the management of the town  Leighninger from the Department  the Citizens For A Better Salem.
iof had to be stopped,” McBride said, of Safety. Giving Holton a raise That’s what it 18,” said Micklon,
ip “Difficult decisions come with this  $2,500 higher than what wys called blaming a group that launched a
office. People of thig town elected for in her employment contract, campaign by mail against the re.
m- us to do what's in their best inter- and blocking Police Chief Paul election of Holland.
les est and that's what we intend to Donovan in ing his own po-  “Mark this down, I hope you all
iof | do” lice captain also drew critieism  rot in hell for this,” Smith said.
- This morning, McBride said the from and residents, “Three managers, since | have
ker Mmumfeeﬁngatwhidxthefor- Last night, Leighninger walked been here. ... Good luck to you, 1
rat merBoardofSelechnm,amended out of the nonpublic with hopeycmaﬂsleepnice,and two of
ine Leighninger’s contract so it would McBride at her side until she you, T hope you get it coming to
er- be more difficult for a newboardto reached the front door of Town you.”
ite- fire her was “g major catastrophe” Hali. The police chief and Capt.  Mieklon and Smith, who both
for Salem. Robert Larsen stood outgide the claimed they knew nothing of the
m- “When you look at the meeting  closed-door meeting — heldinan move to fire Leighninger before
Hist of 3/11, when we all walked into upstairs conference reom at Town the meeting, voted against going
lost that meeting, noboedy knew what Hall—at the request of selectmen. into nonpubiic session, for which a
de: Was going on except Jim Holland,” As er passed Donovan  notice was posted on Friday after-
ary McBride said of the former select- apd Larsen, McBride said, “You noonand signed off by McBride.
men . wanttogetherkeysandsmtfﬁ'om Thepoliﬁaalbadfeehngsamong
cel- Under the terms of her original her?” The chief and Larsen fol- board members rematned appar-
rer- contract signed in July, Leigh- lowed Leighninger outside,butthe ent throughout last night's public
ifi- niugerwiualsobepaid“auhealth manager took off in her Volvo — p,orﬁonofthemeeﬁngasMicldon
and other insurance premiums” parked Just gutside the door in the' and Smith made sarcastic inter-
for six months. Her annual salary manager’s reserved parking spot ruptions when McBride and Be-
ush 15 $85,000. - before the police could get to langer spoke.
the During the nonpublic session, her. . ' When Belanger moved to make
ing ith became irate when McBride - “Whereis she?” Gregory asked, Gregory the interim town manag-
1es- told him they were firing the man-  when he stepped into the lobby. er, Micklon let out a loud laugh.
ush ager without cause and that he  “She Jumped in the car, closeqd Smith protested the motion and
lat- gave Gregory permission to con- the door and left,” the chief told said, “Tdon’t know if an elected of-
sult with a town lawyer on the MeBride, ficial can be a town manager. 1
ing matter sometime last week., - - Gregory said in an interview think we need a legal opinion on
pay “There was no written commu- late last night that the locks to  that.” The board agreed to get one
eof | nication,” MeBride said. “There Town Hall have been changedand this morning. :
fed- was a question asked and ap- Leighninger's passcardno longer  “Have you sold your soul to the
fing | swered, and that’s the end of it” devil himself?” Micklon asked
dat- “That’s not the end of it. | will  “It’s all been taken care of. The McBride. “Not only does he want
lass ask (about this) every single badge has been changed, the keys to be chairman, he wants to be
xtra | night” Smith retorted. “We'renot  have been changed All the typical town manager. Now let me see,
say Hitler. We don't come in hereand  stuff has been done that happens pow the picture becbimes clear. Is
sup- say, ‘You're outta here’ Those when you terminate an employ- this a bloodless coup? You're just
ibli- days are over. You have tohavea ee” Gregory said. selling your soul so you'll be re-
itra- reason to fire somebody.” Gregory, who owns his own elected Are you that afraid of Se-
Micidon said the town should éx- business, D.G. Electric in Salem, lectman Gregory and the Citizens
nan” | peet a lawsuit from Lei er  did not know how long he could For A Better Salem that you would
noc- | that will cost “quite a pretty pen-  serve as Salem's interim manager, vote to give him that much author-
I re- ny,” and predicted that Municipal tut saidﬂtebomdwouldsoonﬁnd ity? Are you a puppet govern-
. but Resources Inc,, a Meredith-based another temporary manager as ment? What are you, Everett? Pm
. her- Company that hired away former
‘hile Town Manager Jeffrey Towne, ~ .
reer | would be hired to fill in. Hunter’s Haven Daigle Home Improvement
“This town is 30 corrupt and it's Riding Academy
mdi- | just getting worse. I really thought P pa L%K AT T"lS!
Sup | we could make a difference and 103 King' S,

£ “Classic” Vinyl

Manager’s f'ning does little to ease turmoil

8o disappointed. This is what
you'd do to enhance your re-elec-
tion.”

18 selectman isn’t selling
soul to anybody. What this select-
man is trying to do is bring stabili.
ty to this community because it’s
unstable at this point angd needs to
be brought back into control,” said
McBride, who s up for re-election
in March 2005,

Belanger, who vowed to work
with Leighninger after beating
Helland in the March elections,
said he began to mistrust the town
manager when she wouldn’t tear
up the new contract drafted at the

11 secret “I want-
ed to work with her,” Belanger
said “When he gave her that con-
tract, and I asked her toripitup, it
wasn'’t giving me mych confidence
in her. But I was the first one to
saytoherthat[wouldworkwith
her.” Belanger said residents on
the street have been calling for
Leighninger’s departure.

“It seemed like we had to do
something to get the business of
the town done,” Belanger said.
“Not only was there g lot of con-
troversy, a lot of town employees
were very uncomfortable around
her. They were always worried
they were going to get fired. We
have some great employees work-
ing for us, and they deserve some
respect.”

Micklon grilled McBride on why
Gregory was chosen-as interim
town manager instead of Fire
Chief Arthur Barnes, who has
filled in while Leighninger hag
been absent or on vacation,

“Why couldn’t it be someone
more neutral? Do you not trust
Arthur Barnes?” she said. “Any-
body would have to be a nut to ap-
ply for town manager. If you upset
Dick Gregory, You're going to be
fired”

MecBride said thig morning he
stands by his decision, and be-
lieves the majority of residents
support him,

“We did this in the most respect-
ful and dignified way we could.
Everything speaks for itself. This
startedonMamhllanditended
onMay 10. it was g compilation of
actions, really. But I will stand on
my record and I think the board
didmerightthing,Ourgoa[nawis
to get back on track ”

DON'T
MISS THIS!

0% off
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BUILDING PLANS

A developer wants to build four
projects on 10 acres of land off Route
28 on the site of the former Winmill

- Equipment Corp. They are:
A two-story heatth club 25,300
“square feet.
Three retall bulidings: 22,000, 10,000
“and 7000 square feet.

Old Rockingham Road

» Salem: North Broadway

ofoty Tnbune

2-story health club,
retail space planned

l,
N. Broadway

By Jason B. Grosky
STAFF WRITER

SALEM - Builders are hoping
to break ground by year’s end on

a large mixed-use development open.

to inelude a two-story health
club, restaurant and 39,000
square feet of retail space on
Route 28.

The project is proposed for 10
acres at 232-242 N. Broadway, the
former home of Winmill Equip-
ment Corp., opposite the south-

- ern intersection of Old Rocking-

ham Read and Route 28.

“We're just starting the plan-
ning stages on the project,” said
Christopher M. Capozzoli, presi-
dent of Burlington Self Storage,
which i8 proposing the develop-
ment next to its self-storage

building. “We're figuring on six
to eight months of approval time
if everything goes well, and by
spring of 2005, the gas station and
gome of the retail should be

The developer will present the

project’s conceptual plans to the
Planning Board when it meets at

-7 pam. ont Tuesday at Town Hall

Town Planner Ross A. Moldoff
called the proposal a “big, big

project.

“To me, it’s just interesting be-
cause this is a very traffic-inten-
sive development in an area of
town where traffic is a big con-
cern,” he said.

The immediate area has aver-
aged nine crashes a year over a

Please see SALEM, Page 8
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SALEM: 10-acre project planned

W Continued from Page 1

three-year perfod, according a
traffic study submitted by the de-
veloper. Those accidents include

a fatality at the intersection of

North Broadway and Taylor
Street.

At peak times, that stretch of
North Broadway handles approx-
imately 27,875 vehicles a day —or
19.4 vehicles per minute. Most
traffic passes through the area at
an average of 44 mph, although
the posted speed Hmit is 30 mph,
according to the traffic study.

Salem zoned both sides of
Route 28 for cominercial property
about 1961 when the growing
town, after having buill new
schools, was searching for an in-
flux of tax dofars, Moldoff said.

Through the years, attempts to
restrict commercial building
along North Broadway fafled.

“There was (a desire) to keep
North Broadway from being
South Broadway,” Moldoff said.
“Unfortunately, the zoning did
not reflect the goals that were
never realized.”

After Wal-Mart was built about
gix years ago, there was another
push to restrict retail develop-
ment along North Broadway, but
that was defeated, too. Moldoff

said he recalls property owners

such as the Veterans of Foreign
Wars fighting the zoning change,
arguing that restricting retail de-
velopment would harm a proper-
ty’s potential sale value.

Other ongoing area develop-
ments include the 112-apartment
Carlton Oaks project at 332 N.
Broadway and the Tile and Floor-
ing Center on Dyer Avenue.

Capozzoli said his company has
asigned e agree-
ment to buy the site. He said it is
uncertain what stores will occupy
the retail space.

“] have a few people that are in-
terested, but I haven't solidified
the deal yet,” he said.

Salem reporter Jason B. Grosky
may be contacted by calling (603)
8£93-9555 or by e-masling at
Jgrosky@eagletribune.com.

[ —
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Tower

v
hinges
on 5 lots

By Jason B. GROsky
STAFF WRITER

SALEM — The developer offering the Fire Depart-
ment space for its communications tower wants
something in return — five more housing lots.

“We negotiate with developers all the time, but it’s
never involved something like increasing the num-
ber of lots offered in return for some public benefit,”
Planning Director Ross A. Moldoff said. “The Plan-
ing Board has to be very careful in situations like
this.”

Henry K. Hyder proposes building a 26-lot subdivi-
sion atop Spickett Hill in the shadow of the spot
where the Fire Department planned to put a 140-foot
communications tower. '

At Hyder’s behest, he and fire officials have talked
for almost two months about the possibility of putting
the tower on the land owned by Crest Realty Trust, of
which Hyder is a trustee.

When talks began, fire officials said they were will-
ing to relocate the tower site only if moving it cost the
town nothing and the site was comparable to the ini-
tial site — town land next to the 1.5 million gallon -

Please see SALEM, Page 2
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ZBA appointmént
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To the Editor:

The BOS vision of Salem's
future has been revealed with the
appointment of Ed Huminick to
the Zoning Board of Adjustment -
Mr. Huminick has previously
served on the ZBA and most -
recently been in the news with
his professional association with
the apartments next to Wal-Mart.

The nmew vision has Salem
filled with mmltiumit residential
developments because that ig
where the money is, They drive up
the demand for services and the
tax rate. The dﬂvelopers do not
worry about that, but you should,
ment wil be his expertise, but it is
provide that expertise. The staff
does not have the potential conflict
of interest a member of the devel
opment community will have,

No ane should be surprised by
this vision. One member of the BOS

Isan acknowledged member of that

Better Salem,” and another member
was elected with their money. |
wonder what the secret group will
 getnext for their investment?

Mr. Huminick may be a fine
individual, but he is the wrong
person for this position. No one
should serve on a board that may
conflict with their day job,

Stephen Campbell,

Salem




{40 Vox populi,
- vox causa

Vox populi, vox cousa,

roughly translated means

 that the voice of the people
is the voice of the lawsuit
While the ancient Romans
may never have put the
words together in that
order it does lend an air of
erudition to a senseless,
and often baseless, trend
in Salem.

Rather than settle differ-
ences among themselves,
the , committees
and employees in town are
locking to lawyers and the

“courts to setfle questions.
The most recent case was
the flap over the changes
to the town manager con-
tract. The first legal opin-
iop, obtained by former
selectmen Chairman
James Holland, said the
changes to Town Manager
Marcia Leighninger's con-
tract were legal.

Exeunt Holland and
intro Belanger. The deci
sion is brought before new
lawyers, a new opinion is
rendered, and Leigh-
ninger's new contract is
voided and she is returned
to the old one.

Of course, only opin
ions were rendered leaving
the proverbial Latin foris
open for another legal
opinion, something that
could be under considers
tion by Leighninger, a
lawyer by trade.

As a back story, school
district clerk and assistant
town moderator Michael

Carney has petitioned

Rockingham County Supe-
rior Court to render a final
judgment as to whether
the meeting that was held
just after the March 9 elec-
tion that changed Leigh-
ninger’s contract was achy-
ally legal.

Of course, Carney could

by bringing a lawyer on
board to help with some of
the details. The court's
decision, being the final
word barring appeals and
other legal stratagems,
-could render the

shelled out by the town on
two accounts for the sam
contract wasted.

While this drama plays
out, more lawyers are
being consulted about
whether Leighninger has
the authority to form a
search committee for a
new police captain. All par-
ties involved, from the
police union to the town,
have hired lawyers to settle
‘the matter,

To say Salem is lawyer
bappy. is selling the town
short.

The town is being bro-
ken apart as dueling agen-
the political structure, and
each party is looking to
legal counsel for answers
and final solutions. And
the effort has created little
more than a flurry of
paperwork and churning
of the legal economy and
telephone company bot-
tom line, as faxes are sent
hither and yon.

‘And much of the activi-
ty is purposeless. The town
should learn to settle its
difference without bring-
ing lawyers into the mix
Attorneys are there for a
purpose, but they should-
n't generally be used as
heavy artillery in inter-
municipal territorial
squabbles.

If this trend continues,
‘Selem should change the
town motto to Vens, vidi,
peti.

“1 came, I saw, I sued.”



BY ERIC BAXTER
Nows Editor
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Moldoff, Ross

»»»»»»»»»»»»»»» From: - Ross Moldoff [r.moldoff@comcast.net]
Sent:  Wednesday, April 28, 2004 9:50 PM

To: Moldoff, Ross
Subject: article

Sunday, April 25, 2004

'‘Black mark' irks school officials

By Jason B. Grosky
Staff Writer

SALEM, N.H. - First-floor windows and doors are shuttered with plywood. Black signs with "NO TRESPASSING"
in orange lettering hang on all four sides of the building.

Broken sticks reside in their landing spots along the front yard, and the ground around the house foundation is a
patchwork of straw-like grass, dirt and white paint chips.

Welcome to the Bushway home, which is not your typical abandoned property. This one is owned by some
28,000 people - the residents of Salem.

The property of the Salem School Department, the building sits in a neighborhood mixed with single-family homes
and small professional offices - a law firm, a nutritionist, a chiropractor, an insurance company. On a vacant lot
across the street, a developer is building a 26,000-square-foot medical office building.

The School Department boarded up the property just days ago at the behest of its insurance carrier. Weeks
before, the no-trespassing signs went up. For years the home had looked dilapidated. Now it looks like "a piece of
condemned property,” School Superintendent Henry E. LaBranche said.

The home is in its current condition because the school district has failed several times to convert the property to
other uses, LaBranche said.

With the approval of voters, the district bought the 1.9-acre Bushway property in 1997 for $141,000. The school
district wanted to bulldoze the home and put parking spaces there, needed because the neighboring parking lot
used by Woodbury Middle School is overcrowded.

Voters, however, refused three separate times to earmark money for parking plans. The last denial happened last
month when voters turned down a request for $46,805 to remove asbestos from the site, demolish the home and
do engineering plans for the parking lot.

"It is a dump, and that's what the town wants to preserve,” School Board member Pamela R. Berry said. "This

community wishes not to do anything with the property, so there it will sit. The community will live with its
decision.”

It's too early to know whether the school district will attempt to put another Bushway plan before voters next year,
LaBranche said. That is something the School Board may discuss at its May 22 goal-setting meeting.

The district legally could shift money within its budget and use those dollars toward tearing down the Bushway
property, School Board member Bernard H. Campbell said. Doing so would not be “"practical” for the district, said
Campbell, considering that the School Board just cut more than $600,000 for the upcoming school year after
voters turned down the requested budget.

4/29/2004
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“We can't spend any more money out of our budget other than what our insurance company recommends for

security,” Berry said. "As far as I'm concerned, the property will just sit there and neighbors can use it to throw
trash on."

Through the years, plans to convert the Bushway property to parking have been a source of contention between
school leaders and some neighbors along nearby Main Street, Centerville Drive and Henderson Circle.

David Lemieux of 9 Henderson Circle said he is skeptical about the real reason why the Bushway property looks
as it now does.

“The School Board had three failed attempts to convince the public that the Bushway was dilapidated and needed
to be demolished,” he said. "The reason they've boarded up the windows and put up no-trespassing signs is an
attempt to change the public's perception of the property.

"They're saying the insurance company mandated that they take these steps,” Lemieux continued. "The building's
been empty for quite a few years and now all of a sudden there's a mandate to have the building boarded and
posted when it was not necessary in the past?"

Another neighbor said he would like to see the Bushway home flattened.
"It would be nicer not to have it sitting there, rundown and dilapidated," said Michael Simone, 213 Main St.

Steven Hatem - a developer who runs an insurance company at 215 Main St. — stepped off the Bushway Study
Committee after he expressed an interest in the property, though he ultimately did not submit a bid. He did not
return a call seeking his comment on the Bushway property.

"It's an absolute shame that we're sitting here looking at it, and that we've been looking at it for seven years,"” town
Planning Director Ross A. Moldoff said. "It's a black mark on Main Street.”

The school district has been fortunate in that the Bushway property has not become the target of vandals or
dumpers, said John C. Watkevich, the School Department facilities director. School officials walk the property at
least once a month to ensure the home is safe, he said.

As he walked inside the home, Watkevich said the house needs too much work to be resurrected. The district
shut off all power to the home some time ago. The heating pipes are covered in asbestos, a large oil tank in the

basement must be removed and the electrical system must be replaced. And those are just the utility-related
problems.

Through the years, the School Board has resisted suggestions to sell the site. The Bushway's location — next to
the Woodbury lot, diagonally across from the school and near Salem High — makes it a vital cog to the district,
LaBranche said. Plus, the Woodbury parking problems are not going away, he said.

“The School Department doesn't have a whole lot of ways to expand,” Berry said. "When a property like this is
available to the School Department, especially one adjacent to our existing property, we should keep it and be
abletouse it."

LaBranche said he hopes the Bushway home's current condition will cause voters to “take a second look" at the
district's desire to demolish the building. Watkevich said he doubts whether the boarded-up windows and no-

trespassing signs will make any difference. The property will likely look the same exact way in five years if the
School Department is still its owner, he said.

“This community does not want to do anything with the property, so it will just sit," Berry said.

4/29/2004
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W Continued from Page 11 view the Fire Department’s new  er s attached to Central Fire Sta:
: plans May 11. The proposed site tion on Main Street, where the
from doing the same thing. is about 700 feet southeast of the top of the tower is 162 feet above
“We always want to try to water tower.

meet our zoning (regulations) as
best as we can, especially when
it’s a safety concern,” Parisi said.

Hyder has said the tower, if
built inits original location, could
“cripple” five of his homes atop
Spickett Hill if it were to fall.
Parisi said no homes or prospec-
tive developments would be
within the fall zone of the newly

* proposed tower site.

If a final deal is struck with Hy-
der, a trustee for Crest Realty
Trust, he would pay for clearing
a lot and building a road to the
fower site, Parisj said. If no deal
IS reached, Parisi said the Fire

Department wig put the tower at
the original locatj on. -

The Planning Board will re-

",l,!!‘ll

Under a best-case scenario, the
tower would begin going up in

» early July and be fully opera-

tional by Oct. 1, Parisi said. Be-

sea level — not high enough for

radio waves to travel over some
of the town’s highest elevations,
such as Zion Hill, Mystery Hill
and Foster’s Corners Hill where

fore Hyder entered the equation, the Lawrence Road water tank
fire officials planned on having sits,
, the tower up and running along-  ‘The top of the new tower
side the water tank by July 1. would sit about 480 feet above
Voters approved spending sea level and give firefighters
$180,000 for the tower in March walkie-talkie coverage of 95 per-
2003. Parisi said he does not an- cent to 99 percent of the town.
ticipate the tower costing any Current coverage is estimated to
more -than what voters ear:: be 80 percent. o ,
marked. o Hyder could not be reached for
Fire officials say the tower is comment.
needed to eliminate “dead Salem reporter Jason B,
zones” where firefighters cannot Grosky may e contacted by call-
communicate with dispatchers g (603) §93-9555 or by e-matling
by walkie-talkie, - . @t jgrosky@eagietribune, com.,
The department’s current tow- , .
o 4
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is being led by Mark West, a certi-
fied wetlands scientist, and
Michael Harvey, a senior at Salem
High School who is developing a
booklet that tells of many species
birds found in the forest.

ver the course of a year, I've
und sbout 100 or 120 different

.PSalem

Walk to explore ‘little oasis’

~species said Harvey, 18, of Wiral:
ham,

Among his rare finds are the

ied woodpecker, known to

nest in few areas around the state,
and broad-winged hawks.

Harvey, who is working as an in-
tern with the town, will lead
groups of youngsters and others in
finding birds with his telescope
and binoculars.

While the town forest is one of
Salem’s largest open spaces, it's al-
80 one of the least known to many
residents, according to Planning
Director Ross Moldoff

Moldoff sald one of the most sur-
prising aspects of the forest is its
Jocation, \

“A lot of the rural character that:
Salem is known for is gone, 50 here
18 a little oasis really because you
have a couple of floodplains, wood-
ed hillsides, stonewalls and vernal
pools. It's a kind of respite from the
city aspects of Salem,” Moldoff
said.

The Conservation Commission
has held the nature walks off and
on for the past 15 years, according
to Moldoff.

“It's an ongoing process,” Con-
servation Commission member
Linda Harvey said of promoting
use of the property. “A lot of peo-
ple know about the forestand alot
of people use it to walk their dogs,
but I think there's a lot of people
there who know about it and
don’t use it.”

“It’s an unexpected area in a

. very developed place. There’s a lot
of houses in the area arid then you
have a couple hundred acres of
open space,” she added.

Because the property is recog-
nized as an official “town forest”
by the state, the land is managed
by the Conservation
rather than the Board of Select-
men. The town bought the first
parcel of land, & 94-acre tract, from
resident Bill Brown in September
1979. An additional 65 acres were
bought a year later and Brown
sold off more property in 1981

Since then, smaller parcels have
been bought up from abutters
throughout the 19808 and 1990s.
The comniission members have
been able to use state and federal
grants to purchase land over the
years,

The variety of activities allowed
on the land include bicycling,
borseback riding, fishing, cross-
country skiing and snowshoeing.
Deer hunting is also allowed, but
only with use of a musket or bow
and arrow, Linda Harvey said.

“People have even seen moose

be prepared for mud and eool tem-

Harvey said mosquito
and tick repeilent Is also a good
idea. For more information, resi-
dmixcanmnMoldoffat(m)m

SaJem reporier James A Kimble
be contacted by calling (603
893-9555 or by e-mailing at jkim-
Sle@eagletribune com.

s lshosﬂaqawidedmﬂ(tomomwafﬂw
 Satem Town Forest, a Parcel spanning about 200 acres that boasts walking trafls

¥/z 3/t

,,,,,,,,, By JamEs A:-Knvbt
STAFF WRITER

SALEM — Just off Shadow
Lake Road, a stretch of land
stightly larger than Rockingham
-—  Park harbors
= Walk details. brooks,

Page 8. stonewalls and a
surprising vari-
ety of birds and

animals within its tree-lined bor-

The property is the Salem
‘Town Forest, spanning about 200
acres and offering walking trails
and hiking spots along Hitytity
Brook, just outside clusters of
residential neighborhoods and
the busy commercial strip of
Route 28.

Tomorrow, Conservation Com-

- mission members and local out-

door enthusiasts are planning to
introduce these pristine woods to
the pubiic by sponsoring a nature
walk to help commemorate Earth
Day. The event, from 9 to 11 am.,

Please see SALEM, Page 8




Change needed

In times past, the king of
a land was seen as the land
itself. The ruler selected was
to be healthy and young and,
in turn, the land stayed

healthy and young. And

when the king became old
or infirm, or his time has
passed; he was ... ahem ...
- removed from office and a
new king was put in his
pldce as a way to preserve
the land that sustained the
_people. R

But Salem has no king.

Instead, the various boards’

- and committees, along with
the town manager and with
the selectmen at their head,
rule in the monarch’s stead.
But that doesn’t mean the
general idea of the blood-
and-bone monarchists from
times past is wrong. Not that
the best way to change
rulers is with pointed vio-

lence, but rather rulers, even
duly elected ones do, to .

some extent, have an effect
on the lands they hold sway
over. ‘

Often the king was cho-
sen with a bean. One
unbaked bean was placed
into bread and fed to the
men of the land during the
darkest day of the year. The
man that got the bean
became king. He was
allowed full license through-
out the seasons of the year
as the crops grew and the
harvest was brought in from
the fields. But as the days
grew shorter the elders and
advisers began sizing up a
new king and the old one got
the chop, so to speak.

Salem, the old kingmak-
ers would say, is ailing and
the fault lies with the king.

But, huckily for the peaple
in. power, times have
changed and it's less about
eating the proverbial bean
than using it. Residents can't

give the chop to elected and
hired officials, though many
would like to. Instead, they
are left with the alternative
of hoping those people at the
top, the collective kings of
Salem, start using their
beans, start thinking of the

effect they are having on the
land and the people.

Since the board of select-
men began to quibble and
joust in the political arena
after Jim Holland’s election
last year there had been a

noticeable decline in resi- |
~dents’ faith in government.

Add Marcia Leighninger on
the heels of controversy and
questions and Brooke
Holton hired to head Human
Resources and the confi-

dence level went down even

further.

-Add in “CopGate” and
the purloined draft copy of
Police Chief Paul Donovan’s -
letter to' Attorney General - -
Peter Heed about Leigh-
ninger’s involvement in the
police department’s day-to-
day activities, former plan-
ning board member Robert -
Mayer’s indictment and a -
slew of rumors, innuendos
and malignancy flying

-through the air and the trou-

bles at the top do indeed
seem to trickle down.

Selem is in a winter of .
discontent and sacrifice is -
nesded.

. s time for the select

men and Leighninger, as

well as assorted members
of other boards and com-
mittees, to start thinking
less of themselves and
more of the people. If a
true effort, a sacrifice of
time and old ideas, is
made at the top then

.maybe that spirit of coop-

eration will filter down to
the land and Salem will
again be whole.

I

Jrom the top down



,%z/‘z,/oq ricom Leado,

- »See Vote, Page 82
ck

, '-‘-

,a;“poﬁnﬂmxl"

H

.

in Salem

JANINE E. GILBERTSON

. peiujodde-az

By

) ~'sreak gg
Apruou 10 UOISSTIWIOd 81} UO

paalas seY sau0] pes 410810

om
- o uo

N . uops

-S[UNod LUOHBAISSUQD -§0MO}

BY}) UO BAISE 01.sauof -azoan

(€71 e R EIN

., upede aares o) Aunuicddo

0} pefd w,] pus preoq
vawo ua skempe

I, Pres pmjumy | Aqeuos

“SALEM — Selectmen ap-
pointed Ed Huminick to
serve as an alterate on the
zoning board of adjustment.

l_Non

“sagoid pus Ajye) Jjeshw peionp

-uoo BAempe aAJ YW@ I, .

DR S
-[& B §8 UMY 950UD UPUNIB[AE
pelS sem puR VEZ 91 UO 81U

sy pakofus ay pres YOUTME

o = «Te?
-prod jou ui] "YNEUI B ) Usem
{ sBupsswm ma] IsIg @ J8YR
838 pMod [, pres ORIWMH

...uxﬁwﬂm @ -SEM  QONUIWOD
jeBpng Ay To] Bupumy,

. " o8e sreak
may & 0wz 0] 198png sioWm

~8Tp (008 91 338 I IaYB 2N
<Jarues ey woxy Surulisal dn
. papue g ‘senpiwiod Jadpng

ai uo A} sy Bufares Uo SN30Y
0} vaz oy woy Apsnownard
patBisod sy Ppres YoM

V€7 911 01 igeusq B 51
Jupp | 3eyq eBpapuoury feuonmy
-pSY §0 10] B 68Y O "pIeoq S|

o1 myy Bupurodds qum Suocim-

Suppou pue w@ ym Booim

Bungou Apinjosqe 398 | pUR U
112 §7y 103 uondeoxs repads oyl -
281 01 H50YD 9 I} BummunIITE.

JO 21BI0ADE e BEM I UayMm A
-[eadsy, ‘pres AtoBaxy ,‘preoq

.9y uo Suparas J,usem 9y ATUM |

18 abeg woy panuguo) =

2 decade,
of years

to
commit-

a
when he was

ago
serve on

the

Over the past couple of . |
while be wasn't serving

Huminick, who served on
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tée. He later resigned from
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the ZBA for

CgESREEE A2R2: g BREEEY BRN
it b g

mmMmmwmmmmmmmmmm
il i el

wojes -

granted a special exception

> See Salem, Page B2

‘

A i
il il
Wil
mmmmm 5,985
mnmmm.memmmmxm

T v 1o b b

2

w o e N



. N Page B2 o THE UNION LEADER, Wednesday

-

\

:
1‘,5\:

Shaw'’s plans
on rebuilding

¢In Salem: Route 28
store plan-will go before
planning board next week.

By JANINE E. GILBERTSON
Union Leader Correspondent

SALEM — The planning

board next week will review a.

plan proposed by Shaw’s to re-
build their Route 28 location
and ing¢rease the grocery
store’s size by about 30 per-
cent, said Ross Moldoff, town
planning director,

Moldoff said the current

store, which is housed in a

strip mall on Route 28 along
with retail stores like the
Christmas Tree Shops, Bob’s
Discount Furniture and Kohl's,
is about 50,000 square feet

while the new store would be

72,000 square feet.

“My understanding is that -

they plan to stay in business in
their current location while
building their new. store,”

‘Moldoff said.

“There are a
number of parking spaces be-
hind the existing store that
don’t get used and that back

parking ‘lot is where the new

store would be built.”

Moldoff said parking has
been a problem at the current
location and the proposed
plan would add more spaces.

He said although there
would not be a significant
number of new spaces, the
parking lot configuration

would be more user-friendly .

and easier for customers to
navigate with more space in
front of the new store.

Moldoff said the proposal is
in its beginning stages and will
be reviewed by the planning
board at its meeting next Tues-
day.

Shaw’s is a sub51d1ary of J.
Sainsbury PLC of London and
is headquartered in West
Bridgewater, Mass.

Hearing tonight
in Hampstead

HAMPSTEAD — A public
hearing on a new Hampstead
Association of School Staff
contract will take place this
evening at 7 p.m. at the Ham-
pstead Middle School.

The contract affects secre-
taries, educational assistants,

computer technicians, librari-
ans and other paraprofession-
als working for the school
district.

The new proposal comes
after the first agreement failed
on the March ballot. The exist-
ing contract expires June 30.

Salem Garden Club
celebrates Arbor Day

CAlEM __ SQalam  (Garden

The nraiect had to have his.

Londonderry Middle School “Leaders of Prevention” kick arounc

Sandown to app«

% Two selectmen couldn't
agree at Monday's meeting.

By VALERIE D. HERSHFIELD
Union Leader Correspondent

SANDOWN — Selectmen Russ
Collins and James Devine will
meet tonight to again discuss
who to appoint as the third
board member to replace Joe
Morris whose resignation is ef-
fective April 26.

At last week’s meeting, they
narrowed the field from five
people who sent letters of inter-
est to two applicants, Leslie
Britton and Mark Hamblett,
whom they interviewed later in
the week. The appointment was
slated for Monday.

Salem

However, at Monday’s 1
ing the selectmen could
agree who would take M
spot, with Collins suppc
Hamblett and Devine fav
Britton. Morris, who was s:
for the last time on the b
participated in the discus
but could not vote on hi
placement.

Collins and Devine agre
give the decision anothe
this evening at a public me

‘at 6:30 in town hall.

Hamblett, a 21-year San«
resident, served on the zc
board of adjustment fo
years and the budget con
tee for three years. He tol
lectmen he would ¢t
strength to the positior

while he wasn’t serving on the
board,” Gregory said. “Especial-
ly when he was an advocate of
eliminating it. He chose to use

tlim mmmamial st i mn Fe s wle

Huminick said he resi
previously from the ZB.
focus on serving his term o
budget comumittee, but e
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By Jason B. GROSKY
STAFF WRITER

SALEM, N.H. — Shaw’s Su-
permarkets wants to tear down
its grocery store on Route 28
and build a bigger one just be-
hind it, a move that would help
alleviate the constant parking
crunch at Rockingham Mall

According to plans filed with
the town planning office, Shaw's
would:

® Construct a new 72,000-
square-foot supercenter be-
hind the existing supermarket.
The new store would go on a
vacant parcel and a largely un-
used 262-space rear parking
lot.

m Demolish its existing 51,000-

“square-foot building at 92 Cluff
Crossing Road, ‘which faces
Route 28.

W Add 177 parking spaces in
the front of the new supermar-
ket. There are now 253 spaces
in front of Shaw’s.

Town Planning Director Ross
A. Moldoff said the plans are
just another chapter in the rede-
velopment history of the Rock-
ingham Mall, as the plaza is still
named.

“You had what used to be an
enclosed mall, and when the
new mall came in, this slowly
transformed to more of a strip
center,” he said.

Customers know the plaza’s
parking problems all too well.
It’s not uncommon to find cars
circling the packed parking lot
on weekends in search of a
space before drivers head into
stores such as The Christmas
Tree Shop, Shaw’s, Bob’s Store,
Bob’s Discount Furniture,
Kohl’s and TJ Maxx. In addition
to the parking in front of Shaw'’s,
the plaza has 685 spaces out
front.

One of the interesting side at-
tractions to the Shaw’s project
will be what role, if any, Market
Basket plays through the town
planning and approval process,
Moldoff said. Market Basket has
two supermarkets on Route 28
within a mile of Shaw’s.

Before the current Shaw’s was
opened in 1992, Market Basket
offfcials fought the project

Y

Shaw's would beneflt

‘kv“"‘ﬂé‘ : 4

throughout the public planning
process, Moldoff said. Already,
Market Basket officials have vis-
ited Town Hall and reviewed the
new Shaw's plans, he said.

Shaw’s gave the town no antic-
ipated time line for construction.
The Planning Board will review
the preliminary project plans at
its April 27 meeting.

“This is just at the very begin-
ning of the process,” Moldoff
said. “Traffic is going to be the
biggest issue.”

FRAN LANDRY/Staff graphic

Shaw’s, headquartered in
West Bridgewater, Mass., hag 34
stores in New Hampshire, 92 in
Massachusetts and a total of 202
in New England. According to
the company, it grossed $4.4 bil-
lion in sales last year and is a
wholly owned subsidiary of J.
Sainsbury PLC of London.

Sainsbury PLC said March 30
that it had agreed to sell its U.S.
business, which includes the
Shaw’s supermarket chain, to
grocery operator Albertson’s

KEN YUSZKUS/Staff photo
Loading groceries purchased at Shaw's Into thelr vehicle are Ginqer F. Bartiett, left, and Joe C. Aber-
nathy, both of Salem, N.H. The supermarket, in the background, Is planning to expand. ‘

BY THE NUMBERS

A glimpse at the proposed Shaw's
project:

51,000: Square feet of current
store

72,000: Square feet of proposed
new store )
253: Parking spaces in front of
Shaw's

430: Parking spaces to go in front
of new Shaw's

12: Age of current Shaw's store.
34: Shaw's stores in New Hamp-
shire,

2: Market Basket stores within a
mile of Shaw's.

Ine. for more than $2.1 billion. Al-
bertson’s, based in Boise, Idaho,
operates 2,300 outlets in 31 U.S.
states. Its stores operate under
the names Albertson’s, Jewel,
Acme, Osco Drugs, Sav-on
Drugs and Super Saver.

Attempts to reach Shaw’s offi-
cials for comment were unsuc-
cessful.

Salem, N.H, reporter Jason B,
Grosky may be contucted by cail-
ing (603) 893-9555 or by e-matiing
atjgrosky@eagletribune.com,
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SALEM — Robert Mayer is taling fars in Manchester: -
temporary leave from the Planning’ . Prosecutors beli

'lhc-;p].mnm’g '

May

ning Board members and town offi-
during Mayer’s leave, as he defends least

* cials of his decision to step aside sohe
wouldn’t bring “undué pressure” to . |

" Board — at least until August —
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‘W Continued from Page 1

“The only problem with him go--
ingona sabbatical is T dom’t kmow
‘how fair it is to the applicants. i
. could lead to some inconsistencies -

" from one decision to the next f you' -
_ 'have a rotating board,” Webster-
. said. “Tt could lead to inconsisten-
- cies with decisions the board could
make. That’s the biggest draw-
.back on him being a temporary -
leave. He's brought up intelligent
points in the past, and I wish him
" the best of luck, but- maybe the-
 best thing is for him to step down-
i and reapply.”
' In order to avoid such inconsis-
- tencies, the board could end up ap-”
* pointing alternates to sit on specif-*
" ie projects, said board member
, Robert Ellis, who serves as the-
, board’s secretary. .
| “We try to maintain some kind "
' of consistency with which person
* sits on which plan, and make sure ™
! the same guy who sits on a plan -
; the first time sits on the same onée- -

"¢ the second time,” said Ellis.

All three alternates had tositon -
1 'the board last night because Chair- -
© man Jim Keller and Vice Chair-
%~ 'woman Phyllis O’Grady were un-

- 17 available for last night’s meeting, -

: "Moldoff said. He said it will be up--
‘ tothe board in how they could pos-.
1. sibly use alternates to fill for May-""
i er. =
:.  Regardless, Moldoff said the:~
~ poard is in for a busy season of
weighing a variety of projects
- across town, including an expan-""
| sionof Shaw’s Supermarket,and 4™
1 30 unit senior housing project on™;
Lawrence Road.
“There’s a lot of activity whent-
the economy is going well,” Mold-""
off said. “There’s plenty of activity,™"
especially since spring is here and _
the weather is getting better.”

u

Salem reporter Jomes A. Kimble-
may be contacted by calling ( 603)"
893-9555 or by e-matling at Jkim="
ble@eagletribune.com. o
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UlB one...7

Once dubbed the “Gate-
way of New Hampshire,”
Salem’s new town motto
should be changed to “The
Butt of the Joke,” as in, “Did
you hear the one about the

-Salem selectman and cop
who....”

Just finish the joke; there
are about a thousand end-
ings, all worse than the one
before. What's not so funny
is that Salem has become a
laughing stock and it is not
difficult to see why.

First there was the flap
over the town manager con-
tract and the selectmen’s

strategy of huddling under

the umbrella protection of
“personnel issues” to deflect
questions and keep the pub-
lic in the dark rather than
informed about issues.

Now the police are com-
ing under fire for a serious
betrayal of public trust by
shirking their patrol duties
to spend the night shift at
home in front of their com-
puters, with their wives and
girlfriends, or serving their
kids breakfast. In essence,
~ taxpayers were shelling out
money for an officer to
“work” at home with occa-
sional time out for a few
patrols.

The result of the flap is
that Salem’s reputation is
growing and that reputation
is far from complimentary.

As each story reaches the
papers and is picked up by
newswires, more and more
people can read about the
absurd politics, the abuses of
privilege and the revolving
door of town managers lost
to political machinations.

Everyone would like the

bad press to dissolve. If it
was up to many town offi-
cials the public would be
kept out of the loop except
for the positive, “back-slap-
ping” promos put on at

- selectmen’s meetings. The

police would work solely
over their cell phones and
discard radio use where
pesky scanners can monitor
their work, and information
the public has a right to
know would be meted out in
dribs and drabs. :
But that's just a fantasy.
The town has shot itself in
the foot in the past, several
times, and now the gun is
cocked and aimed for one
more go. Townspeople are
just waiting to hear the shot.
But after the laughter qui-

ets, questions are raised and .

they usually focus around
“how” and “what” More
pointedly how did the town
get into this situation and
what are they going to do
now? .

If the town follows its typ-
ical history, most likely noth-
ing will get accomplished.
Officials will dither about
the “public’s best interest”
while playing out their own
personal agendas in the
political arena. The cops
shirking their duty will be
disciplined and then wait for
the waves to settle and prob-
ably retwrn to old habits,
Such is life in Salem where
things seem to change, but
in reality stay the same as
ever.

It's time for the town to
acknowledge errors, to take
steps and move on.

It's time to stop being the
butt of the joke.
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Salem, N.H., planner
should step down

In a court of law, every defendant is innocent until prbven

ty.

But in the court of public opinion, or public perception, there
is a different standard for public officials. )

That is why Salem, N.H., Planning Board member Robert
Mayer should resign, or at least take a leave of absence, from
the board until charges of bribery against him are adjudicat-
ed. ‘

According to a federal indictment, Mayer, formerly em-
ployed by the Department of Veteran’s Services, took bribes
in exchange for funneling $4 million in government contracts
to Derry, N.H., home renovater John Burke and four unin-
dicted co-conspirators.

* This is a very serious matter. If convicted, Mayer could face
15 years in prison and fines of as much as $250,000.

- The charges are not connected with Mayer’s service on the
local board. According to his colleagues, his work for the town

" has been exemplary. And he is not yet guilty of any crime.

But, as fellow Planning Board member Adam C. Webster
said last week, his presence on a board that makes decisions
that can be worth millions to developers, creates a “percep-
tion of impropriety.”

Mayer should recognize this and remove the board and
highself from what has become an untenablg situation.




