- Increasing minimum lot size: Mlm-
mum ‘lot ‘size’ for homes to be- buile* .
on land zoned “rural’:would~,
increase from 30,000 square feet tog,
an acre or 43 560 square feet ‘]

Zomng map dmanges A parcel On,
Garabedian . Drive and Hampsture"'c
.Road would be changed from “hxgl*,;-;fn2 i
way commercial” to “industrial.?’ ﬁ??‘
parcel:west of Exit 1.0ff Interstatefﬁ :
14 93 near:the, triangle;of : Brady,,Ave,»
‘nue,’ Salem :Streetzand 1C
Drive would be changed frorn com
mermal” to “rural S
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'A home occupation ordﬁnnce
people run bu51- )

0 In ¢ ased mini]
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number of gesm
osals in Methuen
% been controvaml

home’ busmes - bisinésspeople ag
the proposed : a.nges the - Jers. . | 3
Plannmg Boa{d wﬂl consxder \ z

A wetlands dxange “The amend‘l
Thursday mght " ment would change the definition of:
\ -wetlands to reflect the state and fed+
eral definitions which goes beyond;
soil type to mclude vegetation and

By Rlch Demerle
Eagle-Tnbune Wnterr
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SALEM,NI»L—— Ifyou arecq&
cerned about growth . in Salem, &, a8
Planning - Board ; ‘hearing -1OMOITOW - :
night. will let you: have a say in how”
and where Salem grows m,th years

Of the pmposal to change rmm-
mum lot sizes, Mr. Moldoff said ong-
thlrd of the avallable land in Salem

to come R

| will host a pubhc hearmg on 14 pro-
posed “smendments  to town ordx-
nances — 12 stiggested by the P 1an
ning Board and two by - . Salem
residents.

Asked why residents should come
out for the hearing, Planning Direc-

“land ,

1mpact could be'had, »hesaid. i =
Mr.. Moldoff said the zoning map
changes also reflect an effort on the
part of the-Planning Board to’limit

retail develeprnent to the Route 28
tor Ross Moldoff said, “If they feel ¢orridor, an effort which goes back
they want to support any of those five years.

things or they want to comment on
them, they should show up or they.
should send in their written com-~
ments because wWe read everythmg
into the record.” ,

One of the two citizens’ proposafé
aims for the same target. On Aug.
| 29, 1995, the Planning Board votell

5-1 against a proposed 170,009:
square-foot mini-mall at the mtepé

A e highlights, the bo ard , section of Kelly Road and Sou
ong the highiights, . Broadway. -
has proposed: A group of residents from the Kei-

ly Road area wants to rezone the
estimated 18-acre parcel from
“highway commercial” to “industri-
al” which would block any retail




Moldoff 1 996 looks

to

by Momque Duhamel‘
"SALEM — Althougha busy year,

Planning Director Ross Moldoff says

1995 was a very good year. - .

: The Planning Board approved
several major proyects in 1995, in-
cluding more” industrial burldmgs
that they have'i in the past two years

"The board approved four mdus
trial buildings and two additions to
industrial . buildings. Moldoff says
this bodes well for the local econ-
omy. Added to the new construc-
tion, he says,-is the reuse of indus-
trial buildings which have long stood
vacant such as the former Zurbach
eel buili ng and the former Digital

corner of Garabe
dian Drwe will also have a pos-
itive impact, providing family sus-
taining jobs, he said.

« The Planning Board dealt wrth a
ot of residential issues this year.
The . largest” subdmsxon the board
approved was''the” phased 44~Iot
‘off Towri Farm Road. -~
d several sma!ler
di sions in var-

ious areas of town.
On the commercxal front the
‘board approved four restaurant
plans — for Wendy’s on North
Broadway and Chili's on South
" Broadway, both of which have been
constructed. The board also ap-
proved a restaurant on Cluff Road
at the NTW site, which has not
been built. the Salem NH Asso-
ciates plan for a 200 seat restaurant
and auto repair building on South

Broadway was also approved but

has not yet been built.
: Dodge Grain and Sal’s Pizza both
gained approval to expand.
’ Looking ahead -

Moldoff says the Planning Board
will review a number of large resi-
dential subdivisions. This includes
56 lots off Zion Hill Road, 76 lots off
Wheeler Avenue and 76 lots off
Route 111.. -

This year, he hopes the board will
look for future industrial land. He
says most of the industrial land in
Salem is now being used. Salem
does not have a long-term supply of
industrially-zoned land, which has
the ieast rmpact on the town sem -

[e as

cesand prowdes strong tax revenue.

.Unfortunately, Moldoff says Salem
may have missed the boat on Route
111. Several residential subdivisions

are now intheworks for that land,
which many thought would have
been suitable for light industrial use.

“You'll see the whole landscape
of the Route 111 corridor change,
he said,”

One way in whtch the Planmng
Board hopes to control curb cuts
onto Route 111 is via parallel access
roads and connecting the subdivi-
sions planned for that area. ‘

* The Planning Board wil] be pro- -

posing up to 12 amendments for
voter consideration in March. Mol-
doff said these should help address
some, of the loopholes in the ordi-
nance and some concems about
growth. -

In- late February, planners wﬂl

also consider increasing lot srzes at

a special February 27 hearing.”

‘While the growth of North Broad-

way has not taken off as quickly as
Moaldoff thought it would, he thinks
the potential for ekpansion along
that corridor remains. Examples of
this, he said, are the recently ap-
proved Sullivan Tire plan and new

McDonald’s proposal. Other peo- *

ple have talked to him about possi-

usy as 1995

ble development in that area but
nothing has come of those conver-
satrons hesad —~ =7

" Planning issues -

‘Moldoff said the Plamung Board
made progerss ‘in 1995, with revi-
sions to the open Space ‘Preserva-
tion Ordinance and the develop-
ment of a Home Occupatxons Or-
dinance. - -

The board also completed aCap-
ital Improvements Plan ‘and ad-
dressed changes in the Wet!ands
Ordinance S

Moldoff said hrs department ob-
tained a grant to reconstruct part of
St. Mary’s Lane and has sought a
grantto provide mterconnected sig-
nals on South Broadway. :

- Additionally, a consultant drafted
a plan for two ballfields ‘of school
property on’ ‘Lowell 'Road and the
Conway : School of Landscape | De-
sign created a plan for the Depot.

Moldoff said he saw greater pub-
lic participation in the reyiew and
approval process in 1995 and hopes
this continues in 1996. -

“The Planning Board do&n’t know
what the people think and feel unless
residents come to the meetings and

-tell them. The board is often very

responsive to their concerns,” he

said.
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ds from the 40 o owed pro- - plates, Which woura v
ceeds from the $40 plates to be $25 per year, would go to the state’s
Spent on historic sites,‘conservation highway fund. 44

| Attention-getting mound
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. : . . ) John Macone/Eagle-Tribun,
This mound of dirt in Salem, N.H., has drawp the attention of federal investigators. ’
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11| ¢ Huge mounds piled op 4 former Salem official’s ang They were supposed to dispose

0 b . of it properly,” Mr-. Keddell said. “It

i-| former town employee’s Jand have drawn the attention of couldn't be legally there.” :

1 federal investigators, and the ire of some neighbors. He also plans to investigate if ille-

a- : gal dumping was done on a nearby

o By John Macone land. parcel owned by former Planning

n Eagle-Tribune Writer David Keddell of the Army Corps  Board Chairman Glenn Gidley, at
of Engineers said soi] from work on 155 Millville . One of the corps

9 SALEM, NH. — Environmental town, roads, which was supposed to  jobs is to oversee work done in
le | officials are investigating whether 80 10 specialized treatment areas, Walerways and wetlands. .
1 two Salem residents, one a former yypg instead illegally dumped as fj ~ Mr. Gidley said all the soil
official and the other 5 former  off Easy Street, on land owned by dumped on his 6.3 acre parcel was

: employee, had dirt from public road  former town highway employee  Placed there legally, with permits
- ¢ projects illegally dumped on thejr Raymond Lundberg. Pledse.top DIRT, Page 14




Dirt: Federal government investigating

Continued from Page 13
- from the town. Mr. Lundberg had no

comment on the piles on his prop-
erty, said his wife, Claire.
* ‘Mr. Keddell said if the soil was
illegally put in wetlands, it will have
to be removed.

“It’s pretty obvious why a con-

“tractor would do it,” Mr. Keddell
‘said, arguing it would save the con-

tractor money and give the landown-
ers valuable fill at no cost. “The

“shorter the contractor has to haul it
"(the fill), the faster he can get back

to the site, and the more quickly he
can get the work done.”
“Mr. Gidley’s pile may soon

“become the base of a five-home
‘development, and that has neighbor

Gary Miles angry. Mr. Miles said he
cannot get his house valued because
appraisers are wary of what is in the
piles. Though state investigators say
they appear to be safe, Mr. Miles

-said he has seen blue oil spots in the

swamp, which drains into Millville
Lake. .

“Ip’s either illegal, or they gave
them a nice big present from the
taxpayers,” said Mr. Miles, who
wondered what -happened to the

_money that the contractors charged
taxpayers for properly disposing of
the soil. “I've talk to haulers who

have told me were talking about
saving a Iot of money, $100,000 or

-$200,000,” he said.

Mr. Gidley said all the dumping
on his land was done with the town’s
permission, and contains mostly fill
from The Mall Rockingham Park
project. The small quantity of fill
from a town road project contains
only fill, no asphalt, he said.

“I know (Town Planner) Ross
Moldoff would have all the informa-
tion on that,” he said.

Mr. Moldoff, who lives within a
few hundred yards of both piles,
said Mr. Gidley’s pile is in a high
water area that does not meet the
state and town’s definition of a wet-
land. He did not think anything had
been done illegally there, and veri-

fied it had been done with the town’s .

permiission.
"He said he was unsure when the
soil was dumped on Mr. Lundberg’s

. land or precisely where it ‘came

“* from, and said no permit had been
~ issued for the dumping. If it was soil i
" from a town road project, the town |

T

had “nothing to do with it,” he said,
adding it was a matter between the

" contractor and the landowner.

The contracts for roadwork called
for disposing of the soil in compli-
ance with state and federal laws,
though they did not say exactly
where the soil would be put.

Mr. Keddell said he is not yet sure
exactly what is in the piles, because
they are frozen and covered with
snow. When the thaw comes, the
Army plans to do a more thorough
investigation.

“There’s a possibility of wetlands
filling,” he said. “We're looking at
the Lundberg property in particular,
but we still plan to eventually look at
the Gidley property.”

While Mr. Keddell said there is
“no doubt” the soil on Mr. Lund-
berg’s land comes from the road
project, two companies involved
with the project, Busby Construction
and Brox Construction, would not
confirm that. Busby said it only used
the land to store asphalt temporari-
ly, and Brox had no knowledge of
any soil being left there.

Mr. Gidley’s plan to build five
homes on his land will be unveiled
at a Planning Board meeting Jan. 9,
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Rich Demerle o

Building
moratorium
won't go
to voters

A citizens’ petition which, if 1egai
would frozen Planning Board-
approval of new developments for
one year came up six signaturés
short, To put a citizens petition oru
e Town Meeting warrant, the pett‘

o

o

'Iw 4

4
Tegistered Salem votersits i

“They had 2§ signatur g bu
when I looked at them; six-of
were hot valid so they only had 19 ’ :
said Barbara Lessard, Town Clerk:. :

. Mrs. Lessard said she calledf !
Brenda Sack, who presented the
petition to selectmen Monday, —
before yesterday’s S5 p.m: deadlme !
but got no answer. . :

Yesterday afternoon, before thc‘
petition was rejected, Mrs. Sack
explained why the petmon had been\r
presented.

“A lot of people they’d like to sée;
a time-out so that the Planning
Board and the town have an oppors
tunity to get their acts together,” she’
said. “There is a perception that as.
Derry and Londonderry stopped:
building; they’ve (the developers).s
come here because we seem not to-

have things in place.” = =ty

The legality of the petition was-
also in doubt. Planning Board Chair-
man-John Lukens cited a state law
which said a planning board had to
determine a need for.a noratorium
approving housing developments:
John J. Manning Jr., a supporter
the petition, said yesterday the
petitioners did not know what thelr
next step would be.

| AF- <hor ~alectmer |
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To the Editoi; o ‘

Are you tired of your taxes going

up without any new or additional

services? Did you know that by cur-
rent forecasts prepared by town

officials, the Salem town General
Fund Budget is forecast to increase

by over 29 percent by the year

2000? How do you think the town is
going to pay for these increases?
Would you like to see your property
taxes increase by 29 percent? Did
you know that residential develop-

ment produces a net tax loss? In’
Portsmouth, NH, population”

25,000+, that cost has been esti-

mated at $2,719 per acre for resj-

dential development! Are you fed

up with all the traffic in town? Are’
you satisfied with the quality of your
children’s education? Are you tired
of the water shortage, new ‘malls,

increased crime, and talks of spend-
ing $3 million of a water line, $4 mil-

lion on a new police station, $7 mil-
lion on Salem Depot, eic. etc.? You

can do something about ity 7
Next Tuesday, Feb. 27, the Salem

Planning Board will hold a public
hearing on whether to increase the :
minimum lot requirements for sub-
.division developments. Salem uses %
a soil type and slope based table to .
determine minimum lot sizes. Cur- .
rently these requirements are the

smallest of any town in the region

and even below the NH state
-recommended minimums. The NH

state minimum lot size recommen-

dations are outlined in a report by .-

the Rockingham County Conserva.

tion District (RCCD). The RCCD -
- study was funded by the state of

NH. The soul purpose of these

recommended lot sizes is to “con- -

trol the density of development to
maintain the drinking water quality
of surface and ground waters.”
The proposed zoning changes
are intended mostly to protect
Salem’s water resources, however
they also will have the effect of slow-
ing the growth in town by reguiring
larger lots for new developments.
While the proposed changes do not
bring Salem up to the zoning stand-

‘Windham or even Methuen, they
are significant and will help. If you
care about your community then
stand up and be heard at the Munic-
ipal Building 7 p.m. on Feb. 27,

Erling Peterson

Observations By:
Carol Moore
893-4356

i
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the niinimum - amount of land
Igou néed to build a home in
alem just got bigger. = - ... i
- Responding to the concerns of res-
idents, the Planning Board last week
ted to increase the rmmmum sxze
of new housing lots.’ S '
+-Qn average, lot sizes go up about
32 percent over where they are
news? Planning Director Ross Mold-
off gaid. “I’'m not sure that will trans-
Iate'Tnto a third fewer Iots thougtn
> “It will mean in"some Sllblel-
smns there will be fewer Iots than
would be proposed but I don’t havea

handle on how many fewer lots we

‘ would see because 1t depends on the
sne 4

. The range of minimum lot s1zes
Was increased from 30,000-72, 000
square feet to 35,500-100,000 square
feet, an average increase of about

328 percent Mr. Moldoff said the

agreement also= gives’ developers:rg

greater incentive. to provide town

water hookups £ %
: The minimum sme is cfetermmed

by two prmcxple factors sml type ‘

and’s -slope of the land = which both -

impact the home’s septic system. .

: “Soil is important because it fil-
terS’but septic systems and protects
groundwater,” he said. “In sloped

areas, a sepnc system drmns chffer-"

ently ”
The steeper the grade of the Iand
the more drmnage is expected and,

F

therefore, more land i is reqmred for 7

the_mmnnum lot size. -

* Mr. Moldoff said land in north
Salem, which is considerably hilly,
would be affected more than ﬂatter
Iand in south Salem. i

“Phe new ot size table was the

Rich Demerle

result of a collaboration between the
Planning Board and several resi-
dents including developer Laurence
H. Belair, 139 Hooker Farm Road,
and Richard Ruais, 28 Zion Hill
Road, who has been working to slow
the pace of development in town.

- -

S



C 2.3 1 XM

Schools

& Salem’s housing boom -

housing surge -

= e ‘_'.Iﬁ.... e

i

has the school system ' T ~ Nl
bursting at the seams and it -~ & : g‘
could bust unless changes

are made, a committee
report said.

By Rich Demerle
Eagle-Tribune Writer - 4
SALEM, N.H. — The words no
parent wants to hear — “school
redistricting” — is back. 1
“William T. Barron and North
Salem schools are at capacity.

Meanwhile, the number of approved

and proposed housing lots suggests
more students are on the way.
In a report from the Redistricting
Committee, its seven members have
come up with a two-level plan to
deal with overcrowding. School
Board is expected to vote on it some-
time in April, Here are the details:
Option I: Reallocate how school
rooms are used before the 1996-1997
school year starts. Each school
would have two special education
classes. Barron School would lose its
computer lab while three other
schools — Mary A. Fisk, William E.
Lancaster and Dr. Lewis F. Soule —
would lose their dedicated art

rooms.

The result — North Salem would
remain at capacity, Barron would
drop to 92.5 percent, Haigh School
would go up over 95 percent and
Fisk, Lancaster and Soule schools
would be below 80 percent capacity,
“underutilized” according to the

school year began. An initial group
of 89 students would change schools.

Subsequent redistricting would
take place on an as-needed basis.
Stage 2 would move another 86 stu-
dents, while Stage 3 would move 23
students.

Stage 4 calls for the construction
of a new, 400-seat school off North
Salem Street on school-owned land
near Wheeler Dam Road.

Laurence Disenhof, chairman of
the committee, said his colleagues
believe all the recommendations
should be approved in order to keep
some schools from drowning in stu-

r
Continued from Page 11

through the 491 housing units cur-

rently being proposed.

“It’s a no-win situation. Nq one
likes mbemoved’bntthe reality is
the town is growing . - - if people are
going to get upset, peop{e have t’?
1ook at how the town 1S bemg.bmlt.

People did. A citizens pg:ﬁtmn was
filed to prohibit Planning Board
approval of housing developments  repat

for one year.

However, the petition — whick
rright have encountered tegal pnb-
tems if approved — fell six sigia-

Option 2: Staéed rédistricﬁng'
would start before the 1996-1997 -

; “Basically, Option 1 has to be
" done, period,” he said. “But, if we

" don’t do Option 2, we're going to
have an imbalance in the facilities .

and, in fact, the three schools that
are in trouble now are going to bein
trouble as the new houses are built.”
- The reallocating/redistricting sug-
gestions are being driven by two fac-
tors — elementary schools reaching
capacity and housing lots continuing
tobeapproved. -

Schoals at capacity: As of Decem-
ber 1995, these were the percent-
ages of seats occupied at Salem’s six
middle schools (assuming the
expansion projects were already

PRSP P .

done) — Barron (100 percent),
North Salem (99 percent), Haigh (96
percent), Lancaster (88 percent),
Soule (78 percent) and Fisk (67 per-
cent). -
Housing starts: The Planning
Board approved 110 housing lots in
1995. Mr. Disenhof said there are
another 491 lots being proposed, a
potential tidal wave of students
existing schools cannot withstand.
“This first redistricting will get us

through the houses that have been
approved,” said Mr. Disenhof, who
has twins in 29-student classrooms
at Barron School. “It will not get us

Please see SCHOOL, Page 12

aures short of the necessary 25 regis-

tered voters’ signatures.

were five years in the works
resuit, the new class

grow.

Soule School, 173 S. Policy St

Comumniftter members will be mak-
ing paolic presentations of the
this week — Wednesday, 7
Joan., at Lancaster School, 54 Mil-
lville St., and Thursday, 7 p.m., &t

Mr. Disenhof said the expansion

iocts that are under way Bow
projects : Asaly

stave
off overcrowding rathr than give | ¢
the school systemextra space to |
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Development
issues

To the Editor,

At the February 27 meeting Plan-
ning Board member Bernard
Campbell reminded us that devel-
opers have the right to buy and
develop land. The backdrop was a
recitation of the serious concerns
expressed by many citizens regard-

ing the mega-Nalbandian proposal -

for approximately 55 lots off of Zion
Hill. The concerns include negative

¥n Going Online? “
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From Page 4

u]txmately the courts

- ments proposed in the Nalbandian
Zion Hill and MPG subdivisions.

impacts on traffic, schools, other
town services, likely property tax

mcreases and a major public safety
issue.

- Attorney Campbell is ‘obviously . - -
correct that the right to develop - To the detor,
exist. Butit is not an unlimited right.

Itendsc orisduly restncted whenthe

pubhc interest is | threatened or
unjustly impacted. This determma

domain of the Planning Board and

‘A strong case is bemg made that
the Town’s infrastructure cannot _ .
. including open space, home occu-

currently cope with the develop

Property taxes will have to be raised

for all Salem citizens to subsidize -
the developers profitable proposals

and excessive site development.
We are not arguing that the
developments should not take place.
We believe the Planning Board has
the authority and responsibility to
scale down the developments to
protect the character of North Salem
and not allow further worsening of
our traffic and other development

- woes. The Planning Board also needs
- to first coordinate with other Salem
- Boards (Selectmen/School Board-

/etc.) and have a plan for dealing

- with the recognizedimpacts of scaled

-.down proposals before allowing
- either to proceed.

The development of North Salem
is going to cost all the taxpayers of
Salem. Fear of a legal challenge
should not preempt the Planning
Board from exercising its responsi-
bilities. Town money spent protect-
ing against excessive development
will likely save us all taxes in the long
run.

Town officials should be sensitive
to the fact that it is difficult for many
of us to accept higher taxes to sub-

sidize development that erodes *
. property values and quality of life in

Town. Frankly, I would rather see

" my increased tax dollars spent on

purchasing land for the Town or
providing more competitive salaries
and benefits for Town and espe-
cially school employees.

Rich Ruais -

“at sta

" ing Map. ..

Town ’{uture,

That is the day re51dents cari vote

* on zoning changes which are bemg
tion is appropriately® w1th1n ‘the & proposed by thé Planning Board to |

better control new development e
- Ballot Articles 2 through 12 were
prepared by the Planning Board.
They deal with a variety of sub;ects

pations, wetlands, minimum lot sizes,
buﬂdmg and ﬁre codes and the Zon

-The Plannmg Board’s mtent w1th

‘these articles is to 1mplement

recommendations in the Saletn
Master Plan and respond to recent
public concerns about growth. Zon-
ing changes are one of the most

* important ways voters can play' a
" direct role m shapmg the Towns

-growth. :
Ballot Artlcles 13 and 14 ‘were
proposed by citizen petition and are
also supported by the Planmng
Board. i
I urge Salem re51dents tovoteon '
March 12 and support the Plannmg
Board S proposals T s

e &

' Joth Lukens, Chalrman
* Salem Planmng Board

Political Ad

Paxt By Rasy Bolouk

Political Ad
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s Jjér, and give her a T g E ,
- & Yecome familiar with - :
sune of the issues she’ll be facmg i to translate those mu‘fls a}i’(‘f expen~"

Mr. Conway saxd hexexpecté Ms, - ences toLo n ddnd erry High School.

By Rlch Demerle
agle- Tnbune Wnter

SALEM N H — Last night, | erschool.”
James 'I‘homas stood up'in front of . -““These pedple”:
80 parents in the Lancaster School ‘prospective buyers of néw homes =
i cafeteria and gave his opinion of the have forced the school dlstrxct

proposed redistricting plan. L

i “It stinks,” said the father of Kim-
berly Thomas 9, a North Salem -
thn-d-gra_der with attention deficit .
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newcomers to shift

Continued frorﬁ Page 9

school. )

?Last night, members of the Redis-
tricting Committee — Superinten-
dent Henry E. LaBranche School
Board member Pamela R. Berry,
parent Jim Pacheco, principals

Stisan “Micki” Rhodes and Pauline -

Richards — hosted their second
public information session on the
redistricting proposal. Two others,

Lawrence Disenhof and Terry Riv- .

iezzo, were not present. . -
5Judging from the reaction to the
two-hour session, people did not like
what they heard. - . )
“We're on Gillis Terrace said a
red-haired woman who asked not to
pe identified. “We're right on the

(redistricting) line. It is not fair that |

our neighbors are going to North
Salem (School). Our kids can play
with the neighbors but they can’t go
ta school with them.” -

Mr. LaBranche said the redistrict-
ing plan tries to balance residents’

wishes to keep their schools to 400
students with the state’s require- *

ment that elementary classrooms

have an average of 25 students per -

room. .

+“What you have before you isa
proposal " he saxd “It's not cast in
concrete.”

+Twe forces make redxsmctmg a

virtual necessity, he said:

_Housing growth in Salem is hap-
pening unevenly, putting large num-
bers of new homes in certain areas.
For example, 71 housing lots are
prpposed for Route 111 southwest of
Lady Lane and another 57 are pro-
posed for Zion Hill Road. With North
Salem School already over 99 per-
cent capacity, the Redistricting
Commxttee is recommending mov-
ing 75 North Salem students m wo
stages. :

“Location Many new homes are
being built closer to the elementary
schools than the homes of the stu-
dents who already attend them. For
example, if the 71 housing lots near
Lady Lane get built, under the redis-
mctmg plan students along North

lain Street from Wheeler Dam

oad north to Gillis Terrace and up
Duston Road to Providence Hill
Road would be sent to the Lancaster
Sthool.

“This is all on paper,” said Mr.

LaBranche. “If the developers go
. ig::nyup this doesn’t happen.”

Schinl Board will make the final

decisior. on the redlstncmygaqlan A

final info rmation session is sched- |

uled for tonight at 7 in the Dr. Lewxs
F Soule Scihool. FS——

However, Mr. LaBranche saxd the |
expected snowstorm may force him |
to cancel the meeting. He recom-
mended people watch local cable
access television for a cancellation
nouce

Voters should -
write schoolmen
about new school

. One recommendation of the
Redistricting Committee is the
construction of a new, 400-seat
school off of North Main Street .
near Wheeler Dam Road. )

The proposal was met with .
enthusiastic applause from _
parents at Lancaster School
iast night. =
- School Board member Fred .
A. Kruse estimates the price
tag for such a building would
be $4.25 million to §4.5 million

. ($85 per square foot in a -

30,000 square foot building). - -

- . He said, if you want to make -
a new school happen, encour-
age School Board members to

‘put an article on the School
District Meeting warrant for
March 1997,

.Mr. Kruse said writing let-
ters is better than making
phone calls because School
Board members can always
.refer to letters. Petitior or sig-
nature drives are also good.

.Here are the mailing

- addresses of the current
School Board members — -
Fred A. Kruse, 2 Douglas
Drive; Pamela R. Berry, 7
Leeside Drive; Bernard W.M.
Campbell, 79 Brady Ave;
Annette M. Cooke, 22 Brad-
ford Circle; Philip A. Smlth 53
.Duston Road. ’

Parents applauded loudly when
another proposal was made: Put all
the students new to the school dis-
trict on a bus and ship them to the
schools that have space, essennally
redistricting them.

Mr. LaBranche said the parents
will have to support the money for
such a plan. . '

“] want to see your faces casting
ballots at the School District Meet-
ing,” he said.

\!
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TO THE EDITOR ==

o the Editor: . . -

-~ - Now that the Board of Sélecunan

has decided to address the water -

‘ n, A
” being led fobelieve thatif we dor
act quickly, we will have a severe @+
problem this summer, possibly worse
than last summer.. o -
 Nonsense! We had the problem last. .
summer, because as the levelin =~ =~
Canobie Lake started to drop, we did
nothing but watch. Now the level is
rising and we are buying-additional
_ water from Methien, which will stabi-
- lize the levg.lm Canobie Lake. .
-~ The full consequence of using .

LETTERS:

wr

Smalem to be cie

eva]}jated

Turper Well situation, nor do we want
o find that if v :

merce is supporting the Arlington

" Ppond pipeline, because it enables -
* more business to come to

Salem and
oaict ati

‘nore houises to bé built. = |
Ly ‘ Can We‘

afford all qus”gx;m'p.

s

& start using Arlington
~ Pond as a water source that we have
‘to limit its use as a récreational pond. .
" Even now in the midst of this water
“ shortage, the Salem Chamber of Com:

% e

%

stroye

- The schoolsystem can’t. They are
already facing overcrowding prob-
lems. Our roads are in l?ad shape and

. water supply is dubious. I say we slow

-+ down and do some long-term planning

that offers a compromise between
“growth ind stability similar to what
many neighboring communities are
- doing. We aré destroying Salem a Lt
~ Hle more each yéar. Let’s start now to’
 protect the Saleri we have and make .
it a town our children will want to

stayin. . L : - .

- PHILIP CAMMARATA  *
- Salem, NM. % "
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_; Barron Elementary: School students:

b '[*

Parents protest o
movmg students
schools

TEXS
u want to oppose a plan to ;
dents out, of then{ ’

) has'a peutwn for you :
"“Like many “other parents, the 33-
year-old mother of two william T.".

was angry wher on°shé heard her ¢hil-
dren, wouldx get relocated

PG

‘underthe non, Jyou can*calers ‘Caredeo and
. ghe will: come’to'your ‘house. The

Caredeos hve at 14 Senter St: and |

that pUrpose,’; Mrs, Caredeo,
“It's gotten so bad,fcb,at the nelghbor— s %
hood ;hﬂldren 4 tar‘lg g:;ung ta‘?f,m‘ed sohcxtmg donatlons G
at schoolssaying ‘Nyah, nyah,you  Tné anniial Boys & Girls Club auc: '
have tabe: redistricted.” * tion has sold ougni Aagte
The problem is that new housing - patricia Allen of the Auction Com-

developments are being built closer  mittee said the April 13 event' has™"
to. the elgmbi“ary SChO"‘ilthaﬂ t%eo Cld 500 tickets for the dinner as *
homes 0 ch dll enscull\'dren éatt%n - well as the chance to'bid on more -
ing the schools. So Mrs. Carede€o,  than 400 items in a silent auction -
her, husband Robert, and other Sen=  and a regular auction. ... oo e
fer Streetparents. started going : - :Donations. of goods 2 and servims\ :
door-to-door with a petition ; for the . avestill: welcome however
School Board whlch says the follow- Gary P- More 11, executivi dircc ;
e T tor of the Salem Boys & Girls Club; =

¥ dWe thde ufde?égried taxpziyfgs at 3 Geremonty Drive, may | be con- !
and residents of Salem want the oy o8
Salem School Board to disregard the tacted for more mformanom T
current school redistricting proposal s
in order {0 prevent,the redistricting ..
L tablished neighborhoods from 'Ii-ansfer statmn
their neighborhood schools. We? permltsfor sale

“t.

want the School Board to adopt the . J
| follov;mg redxgtnc;nlg thyth;" that ; ’ ‘Transfer station pemuts for 1996*
-] new housing developments that ar®  are now on'sale o n the lower level 31‘
l propased to be built be redistricted  the Municipal Office Building from
to the. available space atthe elemen- = g.30 am. to 5 pan, Monday thmugh

| tary schools if space is not avaﬂable " Friday.. . e
at their neighborhood schools. The 1995 permlts expire Marckfr

s Mrg -Caredeo said they have ‘

already collected over 150 signa: 31,1996, Costis $10 Dot 20 P2
tures. The School Board is expected
fo vote on the roposal sometxme in

43

‘The: \”ﬁgn}iits"g}elude se of 3.
Solid Waste Transfer Station, Recye
Kpri cling Center, Brush and Demohnon .
1 “People are really i she g S OﬂI‘RleecymlchngR“’gﬁ‘; i f'""-
“It’s niot an attack on the schools but -~ Salem-residents and busmeas%
it's Just tbﬂt the town has gotten S0 cap get permxtst The Transfer Sta-w,
big we Have to look at other options. . tion is located on Shannon Road. °
If.yo, 'wuuld like to stgn me pet1~ ‘







Money: Bypass
Continued from Page 9

Mr. Jones sees two uses for the
money ~ the Route 111 bypass and
public transportation.

Route 111 typass: Salem could use
the money to buy land for the Route
111 bypass right-of-way which
wanuld go north of Shadow Lake.
Buying land would let residents of
theé area know if their homes were in
the path of the bvpass and would
head off attempts by developers to
build on the fand.

“We've got a bunch of families up
there that are on. i or close to the
right-of-way of that road.” he said.
“Di we want to leave people in that
state of affeirs and, further, do we
want to allow those pesple who have
come in and gotten subdivision plans
approved to go ahead with those
subdivisions?”

Public ton: During the
Christmas holiday shopping season,
Salem's major roads turn into park-
ing lots of frustrated commuters.

Organized public transportation

could be fixed

in Salem evaporated 50 years ago
with the disappearance of the trolley
system. Mr. Jones said he has asked
the Greater Salem Chamber of Coma-
merce to run a free bus shuttle to
alleviate the problem.

“I's ridiculous we are the fourth-
largest comtmunity in the state and
we have no public transportation,”
he said.

The federal matching funds might
be used as start-up money for local
public transportation, serving not
only shoppers but also residents who
need to get to work or to medical
SErVICES.

Mr. Jones said he has heard a sug-
gestion of inviting the Merrimack
Valley Regional Transit Authority
into Salem was not warmly received
by Massachusetts businesses
already smarting over the ioss of
retail business to southern New
Hampshire.

He said Seattle aiready offers free
bus service and Louisviile free trol-
ley service within their downtowns.

[
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SALEM : ki
Federal money

could improve
111 bypass

0 i fedéral money becomés avéﬂable,
Selectman George P Jones III sees two USes
1| for it — the Route 111 bypass and public

transportation.

By Rich Demerle
V| Eagle-Tribune Writer

SALEM, N H. — Salem may have as much as $1.6 mil-

lion in federal money available, money the town could

raffic improvements.
speL’;gtoﬁigrﬁdSSea?:cg;h:; George lg Jones I11 told the
board he atte,nded a meeting of the Roc_kingham County
Planning Commission’s Technical Advisory Committee

, laStMrF,r:I%?;s learned Salem — as part ofa fede;any des-
{ ignated region of several surrounding towns inctuding
Haverhill — gets $332,000 each year from the Federal

}h‘g%:g)}:e rebuilt Route 28 several years ago, we
actually ran a deficit in that account,” Mr. Jones said.
“Now, there may be as much as five years worth of
i t account.”
mol?:zm‘:lsem;le money is federal matching funds, Salem
has to come up with 20 percent of the money. On $1.6
million, Salem would have to come up with $320,000.

Please see MONEY, Page 10
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McDonald’s No. Broadway

by Carol Moore

SALEM - The Planning Board. in
spite of numerous protests from
the public and letrers from both
Police Chief Stephen Mac Kinnon
ard Director of Public Works
George Sealey. voted to aliow a
plan for 2 new McDonald's fast-
food restaurant to move forward
towards approval. The plan calls

construction of a 66 seat res-

1 3t the comer of Willow St

North Broadway.,

Public Hearing was the first
appearance by McDonald's before
the Board since the original unveil-
ing of the plan in December
1995,

Since that time, few things have
changed. One major change is size
reduction due to the elimination of
a playiand originally proposed for
the stte.

Ancther change was elimination
of a spesker post for the drve
through window in deference 1o
abutters who objected to having a
toud speaker blaring out from the
property. Instead. new plans call
for a threewindow drivethrough
which is designed to move cus-
tomers swiftly ardd silerthy through
the drive-tirough process.

The ovemiding factor for ap-
proval. however, s the prowected
traffic #npact on an already over-
crowded North Broadway,

McDonald's representafives stat
ed the same statistics as they did
at their December appearance.
105 vehiclke tips during weekday
evering pesk periods and 163
vehicle trips at peak Saturday mid-
day periods,

s GRAVE

Giles Hamm, traffic engineer for
Vanesse & Assoc. said, “This
doesti't really represent a lot of
new traffic. nothing more than
cars that would be passing by
arway.”

He added that they calculated the
articipaied traffic impact fae to be
$16,600 and that McDonald's
would be upgrading Willoew St
adding lanes o accormodate exit-
ing traffic. He expleined that a
one-way entrance would be estab-
ished on  North  Broadwey's
southbound lane with & furmeling
lane which would shift scuthbound
traffic mto a queuing line to the
entrance.

In addition. plans called for a left
hardd turn lane to be added in the
nosthbourd  Janes  allowing  for
traffic to pause while waiting for a
g2p to open before entering the
parking lot.

A conduit will be installed be-
neath the road bed for a tie in to a
traffic signal if reeded in the fu-
ture.

Planning Director Ross Mokdoff
took exception fo the plan saving,
"It appears that this project will
worsen an already unecceptable
fevef of congestion and delay st
the depot intersection ard we fes!
# will create congestion and delay,
aisc some significant safety jetes
lems st the Willow St. and North
Broadwey intersection.”

Holdel read commnents from a
letter be recered from Police
Chief Stephen Mac Riwmon in
which he expressed his reserva-
tons about the proect.

Mac Kinnon wrote thal he had

are abie to get thew memorials. it
may be better for them than if the
department  pursues  cruminal

supposed to.” he sard. “They don't

even retwrn phone calls,”

Salem police are eontinuing

From Page 1

“serious reservations on the pro-
posal and that the impact would
have detrimental effects on the
movemertt of traffic i and around
this site. Until the larger depot
questions are addressed, any pro-
posal cannot add any additional
traffic to an already severely con-
gested situation. | would oppose
such & proposal uniess that one
Bsue is satisfied.”

Further, Moldoff read comments
written by Director of Public
Works George Sealey,

“The proximity of Willow St. to
Main $t. will not allow for any kind
of development in this area with-
out & major change of the move-
ment of traffic through the depot
corridor. The northbourd vehicles
that attempt 2 left tum into Willow
St, must try to cross two lanes of
stacked vehicles which in turn
vacks up the outside northbound
lare on North Broadway, some-
times into the Main St erea. The
wehicles that attempt a left tum
anto North Broadway from Witlow
St. have to cross two lanes of
southbound traffic and most often
hiave to sneak out into the south-
bound lanes to try to slip into the
traffic flows heading north. This

creates a very dangerous situation.
[ am against any future develop-
ment in this ares until an alterna-
tive route can be developed for the
depot ares.”

Laurie Rozio, traffic engineer
hived by the Town of Salem to
study the traffic impact noted that
“vehicles making left tums finto
and out of Willow St.} are not go-
ing to be able to get out. The for-
mula goes bemserk You would
have to wait 30 nirutes to get out
ard people won't wait 30 minutes
to get out; they'll take chances.”

Rozio also indicated that a light is
not warranted at the Willow St
and North Broadway irtersection,
adding that a light there would
back traffic up onto Mair St. at
peak periods.

Selectmen Representative to the
Planning Board, Robert Ellis. Sug-
gested that a McDonald's restau-
rant at this site might clear up the
depot since people who live north
of Main St. wouldn't have to cross
Main St. to go to the MacDonald's
on South Broadway.

Hamm said McDonald's had
taken that fact into consideration,

Board Member Bernard Carnp-
bell asked about o statement m

Windham
Animal Hospital

Timothy J. Butterfield, DVM,
DuRich Hollist, DVM.
James A Rand, DVM.
Jody E.C. Riee, DVM.

FULL SERVICE HOSPITAL

Evening & Weekend Hours
House Calls By Appointment
Grooming At Our Pet Care Center
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McDonald's traffic study which
indicated thar the highest numoer
of vehicles that back up in the
southbound lanes from the traffic
light at Main St. is 15, Campbell
challenged the accuracy of this
count. Hatnrm said that the backup
could be alleviated by changing the
timing of the lights at the depot,
Board member Clifford Sulivan
said, " the applicant has proven

plan moves forward

they have mitigated the impact. we
should at least take a look. They
should have 2 dght 1o continue
towards approval.

The Board voted 5-1-1 to con-
tinue the plan. Emil Corrente ab-
stained and Michae! Lyons voted
against continuance.

Moldoff's assessment of the plan.
was that it is “The wrong project
for the wrong site,”

Woodbury alumni plan memorial

Former Woodbury High School
principal Eugene Routrke died in
March. Because of his leadership
with the studernts at Woodbury High,
we thought it would be appropriate
to have a memorial for him. It was
suggested to plant a tree in his
memoty or: the front lawn of
Woodbury Middle School. A red
maple tree has been purchased and
will be planted in the month of July,

Anyone wanting fo donate to this
special occasion can make a check
out to Dorothy Beal, 17 Lawrence
Rd., Salem, NH 03079-3239. This

money will go into the Alumni
account. A special bronze plaque
will be placed at the base of the tree,
reading:

1936-194%

A dedication will be held in July at
the planting. Woodbury afumni,
teachers, and friends who wish to
attend call 898-9676 or 898-2172 for
more information.

We would appreciate that dona-
tions be sent no later than June 29.

MOVED

(TEMPORARILY)

ro
265 SOUTH BROADWAY
NEXT TO FRIENDLY'’S

SEE YOU THERE!

Hours: Monday thru Friday 9am to 7pm
_ Saturday§ 9am to 4pm
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Editorials

Cloaks and daggers

This past week, a copy of the management study of the town’s
inspections and planning departments was delivered to the Salem
Observer office.

The final report, about half an inch thick, was unremarkable. It
included an analysis of the present operations and recommendations
for improvements. The evaluation of the town services was not par-
ticularly harsh. It did not point fingers. It was unsurprising. The rec-
ormmendations for improvements were not unexpected. Some of
the recommendations, such as an improved telephone system, have
already been implemented. We anticipate that some of the recom-
mendations will never be implemented based on cost alone.

There was not one earth shattering revelation in the entire report.

That is what makes the behavior of the Board of Selectmen both
puzzling and unreasonable.

Since this report was commissioned in the fall of 1994, various
atternpts have been made to view it in draft. This newspaper had
made several requests to obtain access to the report, which we ulti-
mately referred to in print as the hush-hush management study
when our requests were denied. A member of the Budget
Committee requested a copy of the report. That request was denied.
A right to know request was filed seeking access to this report. It was
tied up in bureaucratic red tape in the court system for several
months. Ultimately the court deemed it would be public as a final
document. not while still in draft. The entire matter was kept deeply
under wraps.

A review of the report shows there is not one thing in it that truly
qualifies as confidential information. It provides few new insights
into the town planning and inspection operations. In short, there
was no need for this tc be treated as top secret government intelli-
gence. Yet throughout the iife of the study, the selectmen insisted it
remain secret.

It makes one wonder. If the board considers such innocuous infor-
mation to be privileged, what do they do with the really important
information regarding this town’s operation? Does the public ever
get to learn about those issues?

Whether the board felt the public did not need to know, or they
were protecting employee reputations. or some other reason entire-
lv. the selectmen’s closed door and mind policy on this matter hurts
them, the town employees and the public

The public right to know cannot and should not be circumvented.
Repeated violations of this public trust by the board should be
remembered and addressed with our local offictals held accountable

PORTRAYED AS
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VOICE L

Call Voice Line :
Weekdays from 5 p.m. to 8 a.m. All day Sat

- Word from the Legislative Office Bulldmg

By Rep. Richard Noyes

It is all-too-easy to see partisans‘nip
— the differences between political
parties — in every issue.

Not so.

There were four roll call votes in the
House last Thursday, the final floor
session m this term (except for one
more gathering next Wednesday o
act on Governor Mernill’s vetoes ;

Nonwe of them were partisan.

some private tirm and pay it with the
money, but it would not allow us to
reimburse parents for the money they
chose to spend on kindergartens of
their own choice.

The results in theObserver area:

Salem: Belanger and Gage, yes;
Klermm, Kruse, Noyes, Raynowska,
Ross, Smith and D. Sytek, no; J.
Sytek not voting.

Note to readers

VoicelLine is just that: it is a call-
in line for people to express their
thoughts about local issues. It is not
a place to send birthday or anniver-
sary greetings or leave messages
for staff. Callers with such informa-
tion are encouraged to call the busi-
ness line at 393-4356 from 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m.

A disgrace

The Salem landfill is a disgrace.
The fencing surrounding it is rust-
ed, twisted. bent, falling down and
in total disrepair. From the road.
the site looks overgrown and
neglected. [t certainly shows no
sense of community pride and no
commitment to quality.

’ *
Who's in charge?
Regarding home businesses,
those that aren’t checked un on il

Wasted wat:

I thought there wi
but my neighbors sex
any time. Who is g¢
this or are people on

Note: The wate
effect from 6 am.
neighbor could alisc
and not be subjec:
The town investiga:
of water ban vic
enforces the ban wh:
For the first offer
receive a written waj
second offense. t
turned off. Suspec:
may be reported i
Works Department.

Both sides a

Regarding the tw
pertaining to children
road on Shore Drive.
drive iy these childre

verg vetma ol
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The ﬁrst cleanup of 1996 was
< June 1. Log jams were removed
 from at least two locations along the. .
_river to clear the way.

. In‘addition to six cleanp sched
uled for September and October
. the (New i
i Resérves will pitch in July 26°t0
July 28'to’ remcve four fallen trees

\lr Lyons s.a.d at lea.st 21)0mlun-
eers are needed to remove

. Needed are conservation groups,
Bo;.r and _Gtrls Scouts wolunteers

8
boatérs and hikers and ecology and
nvironmental groups. .
T-shirts will be given-all ‘volun--

clear; groups .or companies will join
- Adopt-d-River ‘and Adopt-a-Bridge
programs to keep the Spicket clear %

- for keeping their section of the river Wil be tréated to lunch. ..
or the area around a bridge over me 7 . Meet at the Municipal Offlce
- river clear of debris for two years, - - uzldmg on Geremonty Drive at 9
Participating groups will be rec- aJm.
ognized by a sign at a bridge or Co Wear rubber boots or old sneak
along the river and will be credited *ers, long sleeved shirts, Tong pants’
in future Splcket River Committee and gloves. Life jackets are
< newsletters. * / ‘required and waders will be_sup-
~The commlttee s final i 3
] pushwﬂlbeSethandS Sept.21
‘and 22 and Oct. S and 6. E:
welcome! o
'S The committee wﬂl

avaxl;a from’ the Salem Planmng
Office or Mr. Lyons after 5 p.ui ‘at
his'home at 30 Sullivan Ave.

“ m,

- and ¢lean They will be respons1ble teers while supplies last. Everyone o

& The Spicket River will ( 1oday) and Fnday and agam on
o iR Monday, Tuesday and Wednes-
soon be spick and span day,said Michael Lyons, Conserva-

aga in tion Commission chairman and
le |der of the prcket vaer Commxt-

Sy Sally Gilman jee. "

Eagle-Tribune Writer He said they wﬂl cut and remove

fallen trees - downstream of

SQLF M N.H. — Voluntecrs are Lawrence Road.”
nd of

e

Volunteers organized the nver
cleanup in December 1994 to make
Spicket River the beautiful recre-. |
ational resource it once was. Nme o
cleanups in 1995 netted such junk as -
a kitchen sink, barrels, eight cag\
tires, lawn chairs, maﬂbox shoes ‘
~and lots of cans and bottles.
_"Mr. Lyon¥ says if all goes ag ‘:
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The Eagle-Tribune Thursday, July 11, 1996

onstruction of 67 houses on
c Route 111 would give the town
A its first community well in at
least 15 years.

It would also ’mean about 714 car

| trips a day in and out of Autumn

Woods, the development proposed
for Route 111, between Shadow
Lake and Ermer Road.

The subdivision, planned by MPG
Realty, was before the Planning
Board again this week, continued
| from May 14. The talk this time was
of water and traffic.

Developer Richard Pelletler s

/' plan is one of 33 subdivisions, with

more than 500 homes, that are either,
in the works, under construction or-

before the Planning Board. The
houses will be not be built in one
year but will take up to five to 10
years to complete, according to
Planning Director Ross A. Moldoff. -

Mr. Moldoff said a commercial
water systemn is unusual for Salemn.

“They are doing it because they
cannot get the same number of lots if
they had individual wells,” Mr.
Moldoff told the board.

, Pennichuck Water Works of

‘| Nashua would hold the franchise on
the water system. It operates about
15 community wells in New Hamp-
shire, mainly in Derry, Bedford and
Milford. It said it has never turned a
community system back to the town.

The Salem system is designed by
Bruce Lewis of Lewis Cos.

He said the system exceeds state
requirements and would supply
14,000 gallons a day. The water
would go into a pump house, where
it would be treated if necessary,
before going into homes.

Mr. Pelletier’s traffic consultant
said the 67 units would mean 57 car
trips in the morning and 7§ trips in

3‘ut

m‘

Sally Gilman

the peak evening hours and 714 trips
in the course of a whole day. _

Mr. Moldoff recommended the -
Planning Board require a left-turn
lane into the site from Route 111.

Benefit golf tourney -

The Salem Exchange Club and
Dollars for Scholars are sponsoring

a golf tournament on Aug. 12 at

Campbell’s Scottish Highlands on ;

Brady Avenue.

Groups are urged to put together '
foursomes or sponsor a hole to raise -
money for the two civic groups, .

according to Michael Antosca, an

Exchange Club past president. Cost 1
is $99 per person and covers greens
fee, cart, balls and lunch. Play starts .
at 8 a.m. and those interested in par-
ticipating may contact Andrew Nel-

son at 14 Stiles Road.
Fun after hours -

The Greater Salem Chamber of *
Commerce will host its “Busmess 4
After Hours” event on Thursﬁay, .
July 18 at Susse Chalet, 6-8 Keeway— i

din Drive from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Held in conjunction with Salém-
Fest, the informal gathering pro- .

vides members the chance to mieet

new members and potential clients.

Special complimentary refresh-

ments will be served and several .

door prizes awarded. Cost is $3 for
members and $5 for non-members.

Reservations must be made with .

the chamber on South Broadway.

b S SN S B AL"\A"\I\



Elementary school housing
still a Sch

ool Board issye
by Tina Coco

4 " A’the projected Constructiop in town
- SALEM = School redistricting is They are unable to Propose an ele-
an emotionally ‘and poiiticaliy~ mentary hqusing plan untif they
charged issue, as attested to at the have an estimate of futyre enroll-
July 2,schoql board meeting. . Ments. o :
The board agreed that 2 commit.” " “Perhaps we made 5 mistake in
tee must be formed to address the the €Xpansion program, maybe we
issues of elementary housing, shouldn’t have put the extensions
“The space that we byt this to certain(gchoo!s,‘butﬁ that is over
vear, at an extremely cheaprate, js and done with. _N<_> Mmatter who you
going to all be gobbled up by the move (in redxstnctmg)_therezsgomg
people on the west side of (Route) to b%aproblem- Lookingatall three
93 within the next three ‘years,” Current p!an.s, they could alf Sur-
board member Bernarg Campbell  vive. Which is the best one? Idon’t
~explained.

“Approval has éireédy been grant. bers and then bring civilian people

approval. That’s just twe develop-  When your child is affected, it car.
ments, Six more houses are planned jios .more weight,” board member
for Brady Avenue,” Campbell added. - Philip Smith said. . A

noted that 20 houses are also pro-- - The school board voted 4.9 in
“jected for Pelham Road. favor of acting as'a committee to
e board agreed that it muyst _.Teview all reports on school redis.

also find oyt what’s happening with tricting and ajf means of housing,
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HOUSING: Neighbors use
petition to send message

W Continued from Page 1

could be affected by any construc-
tion in the area. She also raised
concerns about the width of the
road. At present, she wrote, i's
too narrow. If widened, it could
damage wetlands or cause still -
more flooding of nearby homes.

The senior housing project
on Belmont Road is in its
second manifestation.

clude enough open, dry land —
Keach said the propusal overall

Beyond that, she said she had
concerns with traffic.

Planning Board member
Christopher Goodnow said he
plans to hold developers to their
early promises to build a safe fa-
cility that would protect the
rights of nearby neighbors. .

Goodnow voted for the early
approval of the project, saying he
would hold developers’ “feet to
the fire” when the project comes

to another vote. ' -
. And Steve Keach, a civil engi-
neer for the project, has said the
proposal is the best use for a less-
than-ideal plece of land. While he
acknowledged that developers
. would have to get several excep-
tions -~ the proposed building 18
too tall, the driveway into the
parking lot would cross a wet-
land and the plan does not in-

would add to the community.
" But Salem already has a num-
, ber of senior housing units.
Planning Director Ross Moldoff
gaid there are 254 sesfor housing
units in Salem today and about
400 have been approved, built or
are under i

Veterans’ Memorlal Parkway is
complete, Moldoff said, demand
could diminish. Although, he cau-

tioned, town offictals don't dictate
the demand for units, the market
does.

The senior housing project on
Belmont Road is in its second
manifestation. A five-story, 52-
unit version of the project, for-
warded by developer Berge Nal-
bandian, was rejected by the
Planning Board in 2008.

construction. i
When a 142-unit complex on

Is 13-unit complex
a little too far out?

ment-style senior housing in res-
identially zoned areas, but it al-
Iows senfor housing in any part of
town with Planning Board ap-
proval

By GORDON FRASER
STAFF WRITER

SALEM — Developers plan-
ping a 13-unit senior housing
complex on Ermer Road, off
Route 111 and far away from the
preferred area for senior housing
facilities, could face a difficuit
road to get approval.

“The Planning Board, to date,

- has rot approved any (senior
thousing) projects in outlying ar-
“eas,” Planning Director Ross
Moldoff said. “They felt that it
was more appropriate to have se-
nior housing adjacént to side-
walks, adjacent to nearby shop-

ing areas.” ,

Shiron Inc., a development
company from Carlisle, Mass.,
gubmitted a plan to build a senior
housing proposal on thepnxﬂy
last week. ‘The plan will go béfore
the Planning Board Aug. 22

Shiron proposes building 13
y homes on its Ermer

single famil R
- Road property, within sight of
Route 111

Salem’s zoning forbids apart-




A pleasing storefront

3 v

Sally Giman/Eagle-Trii

The new home of Ford Flower Co., located at the former site of Blinn Realty, is one example of attractive commercial design in Salem.

Proposal could make Salem prettier

¢ Planners are considering standards
to improve the future look of Route

28.
By Sally Gilman
Eagle-Tribune Writer

SALEM, N.H. — The Planning Board is consid-
ering standards to improve the architecture and
landscaping of retail developments.

“We want to encourage high-quality building
which improves the aesthetic character of our
community,” said Town Planning Director Ross
A. Moldoff. He said this is especially true of Route
28, where commercial development is concentrat-
ed.

The Planning Board will host a public hearing
on the proposal Sept. 12, at 7:30 p.m. at the Munic-
ipal Office Building on Geremonty Drive.

Mr. Moldoff said the town has had voluntary
standards for the last few years. If passed by the
Planning Board, these would be the first formal
guidelines, covering even landscaping.

He said even though Route 28 is lined with
retail businesses, there are always locations that
are being renovated and changed. He said the
standards would impact those projects, too.

Mr. Moldoff said the new home of Ford Flower

Co. on South Broadway is the perfect example of
what he is looking for. He said Bert and Susan
Ford renovated an existing building and added a
new structure, complete with trees and shrubs.
Mr. Moldoff said the standards will offer flexi-
bility.
“What we are saying is ‘Don’t give us a building

"that is sheet metal,’ ” Mr. Moldoff said.

He said he sent his standards to local builders
and developers for their comments.

“The response was really good. People appreci-
ate the chance to be involved in the regulations
before they are approved or presented by the
Planning Board,” Mr. Moldoff said.

Businesses would be encouraged to:

Avoid long unbroken expanses of walls by
adding dormers, skylights and chimneys.

Create interest by using porches, swings,
columns and arches.

Expose no more than 3 feet of foundation.

Use brick, clapboards, shingle, glass, stone and
stucco for wall surfaces

Create a special entry to the site with landscap-
ing and tasteful signs.

Use accent trim — bright colors are acceptable,
but neon tubing is off limits..

Landscape using shade trees and evergreens of
an acceptable size.
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Editorials

Burnmg the midnight ozI

Sometimes, the Planning Board takes on more than it
can chew--at least in one evening. The Board ordmanly
meets twice per month. On each agenda, there are usu

- ally eight to ten hearings scheduled, but it is rare for the
Board to be able to plunge through any more than four
or five plans. -

At break time, the Board Chairman John Lukens calls

- for a vote to continue some number of the hearings to
the next meeting. 2

Until that occurs, developers and abutters alike sit
patiently—or otherwise--waiting for the hearing in which
they have interest. Sometimes, the wait is longer than
two hours before they are told to go home.

Prior to the Board's most recent meetmg, three : appli-

- cants withdrew their petitions before the meeting, know-
ing their hearings would not take place.

At break time, roughly 9:30 p.m., the Board contin-

" ued all old busmess items. Thus the Board heard only 50
percent of the agenda items. '

The prior meeting was worse. The Board strictly
adheres to its rule “to not begin a new hearing after 11
p.m.” They began to discuss a very complex plan at
exactly 10:59 which means some abutters who had
every right and were anxious to bring information to the
Board’s attention waited until well after mldmght to
speak to the issue.

There must be a way to streamlme the plannmg

~ process so that all business can be accomplished by a
reasonable hour.

- Some suggestions: Limit the agenda to the number of
items the Board can reasonably address before 11 p.m.

Make certain the applicants are thoroughly prepared
before they come to their first hearing so that fewer
“return trips” are necessary.

Put a time limit on each abutter’s input.

Schedule a special meeting each month for items
which will be quickly decided and leave the other meet-
ings for two or three major issues which will draw a
heavy list of abutters or interested residents.

Finally, turn off the midnight oil; it’s difficult to believe
that people who have worked all day can be efficient at
the witching hour.




er Coaster.‘;, o
In a written complaint, YY:

“who fives nearmyr(}anobié ;‘ Lake Park,

' gaid 'che'scre"”" coming from the

roller coast‘er”giceed the powﬁ’s

r Ross




ture and landscaping of retail devel-

iy =g

: -opments in town,
o o “L think ips 3
- great idea,” saiq
- Charles Morse,
-Owner of Fresh.
water Farms of
Atkinson. Mr.
Morse, a land-
-Scaper, endorsed
! - the standardg at
- @ public hearing 5
) lastweek.
| .. The standards
<Were drawn by
- Planning Direc-
tor Ross A. Mold-

“With no rules, however, it ig all
left open to interpretation,” Mr.
Morse said.

He said the New standards, how-
ever, give Mr. Moldoff the authority
to see that new retail businesgeg are
attractive and nicely landscaped. H~
said the Planning Board can ajg,
' waive the standards, ’



Arches” on North Broadway. i

«“The overriding concern was safety,” said board ¢

' member Michael Lyons.:“We were ‘worried about the .
safety of drivers making a Jeft turn from Willow Street to”
go north on North Broadway (Route 28)." = :
He said the board wanted a traffic light at the inter- -

H

section. . 3. T0 o7 ey e e 3
- 7 McDonald’s plapned the 66-seatf"z'éstaUrant for 1.2
acres on Norfth Broadway at Willow Street. The short *
street leads to Craftmania. The one-story building would
have had 3,084 square feet. s Wt ;
“Richard McCoy of Colley & McCoy Co. of Windham :
was to operate the restaurant. Mr. McCoy said he has *
built more than 100 McDonald’s and is disappointed by

the board’s rejection.

" Please sece MCDONALD'S, Page 10 .

;"_’________,_..—————"‘-_“—
—




Contined from Page 5 -

““We are notfbﬁilq;ix{ga e S
McCoy said. “We 3greed to spend impacts. -
$200,000 on road ‘mprovements.

)00 on Voting to deny the plan werd :
g‘here 1s a limit to how much you can Chairma%l ‘John L'}:ll( en‘sp"méiﬁbéfs'“
0.” 5. S

oo MeCoy said the traffic lights av'd Bridge, Befard Campbell, |-

added another $75,000 and were .- I Lyons, and &
unnecessary, according to his traffic
study R SlAL g e o
. Police Chief Stephen B. Mac Kin..

rnold Croft, a
* Clifford Sulli

Victims: Cellular phe

R o s T oy oeeioe ™ xf g o /‘
will keep help handy
gontinuédfrom Page9 Acrng she Sal'fﬁjk-' " A
Patrol (COPP), - Ms. Willis estimate

bout 350 cases of d
.~Ms. Willis said she hopes the cel- :ngl:xbout 40 05 .‘S)O stc
lular phone program will be up and

. a year in Derry. She
Funning by early November., should meet the v~
Tha whanae will nrohahly he die.

non and Publ:c Works Director |
~George Sealy recommended_the
denied dye to traffic

" board alternate. Emijle Corrente and
ivan su;i,ported the plan."
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‘rescue our
- rivers

- THE ISSUE
It took three years and hundreds of volunteers

 to clean the Spicket River in Salem, N.H., of
the trash dumped there over decades.

OUR VIEW

It’s everyone’s responsibility to keep the river
sparkling.

Spicket River Cleanup Committee, Americorp

members, the National Guard, the Army Reserve,
local businesses and hundreds of community volunteers
who helped return the Spicket River where it runs
through Salem, N.H., to the beautiful recreational
resource it once was.
" Finally, after three years and some 16 cleanup efforts,
you can paddle a canoe or small boat from Wheeler Dam
at Arlington Pond all the way to the Massachusetts line at
the Hampshire Road bridge, a distance of about eight
miles.

Before the campaign to clean the river began, the trip

by canoe took some eight hours to complete.
" The river was choked with old bathtubs, refrigerators,
washing machines, hot water tanks, kitchen sinks, bar-
rels, lawn chairs, mailboxes, bicycles, bottles, paper and
car tires that people dumped intoit. =~ -

Today, the same voyage should take about a third of

-the time, says Michael Lyens, chairman of the Salem
Conservation Commission and head of the cleanup mis-
sion.
* The only reason the river is clean now is because peo-
ple cared enough about their environment to do some-
thing about it. Complaining is important, but in most
<ases it will not clean a river.

Instead, volunteering and coordinating the efforts of
‘many different groups provided the magic to transform
‘the river into a recreational resource again rather than a
‘garbage dump.
© What we have done to the environment we can undo if
‘we work at it.

On Saturday, Oct., 19, the Conservation Commission
and the Appalachian Mountain Club will host a canoe
trip on the river.

We encourage people to take part. It is our hope that
people will come to see the river’s potential and stop dis-
carding trash in it.

Keeping the river clean is the next step, after all.

The Spicket River Cleanup Committee has already
gotten local businesses to commit to keeping the bridges
over the river, and closest to them, clear of debris for two
years.

The group also plans to hold yearly maintenance
cleanups of the river.

We applaud their efforts and hope their future work is
limited to removing fallen trees discarded by Mother
Nature rather than household appliances.

The job done, we would like to praise the work of the
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Funds for fun

Sheila Hamiiton and Gall Sjostrom were very  opment Principal Richard O’Shaughnessy noted that
pleased to receive a check from Bob Meissner of DMB  the playground Is used by many children in the neigh-
development to go towards another phase of the play- borhood not just as a school resource. Hamilton said
ground at Barron Schoof. Melssner presented the  the money will probably be used to install a safety sur-
check in lieu of an impact fee to preserve open recre- face at the playground.

ational space in his new neighbarhood housing devel- Observer/Carol Moore
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Salem running out of
R o e b ‘ o B!
space——for eVCI'Ythlng

3. [t will impact wetlands.

Team

by Carol Moore ,

+.> SALEM - Residential growth is a Industrial/ Commercial areas ar¢

«big concern in Salem, but accord- nearly non-existent. : 2
“ing to Planning Director Ross . “Thereis still some space in the

“Moldoff, Salem may run out of industrial parks near Route 93, Exit
: 2, but nothing of any size. We

. Space for more housing in the next &, 5 :
110 years. i ‘biobgblyf;havg;five years left of
xi-mdustnalland ‘inventory,” \doff

buit or

P okt sressedthefact that ot
~all ‘residential :develdpméﬁf“»wo(ﬂd ;
-take place immediately; some of it we ‘were waiting
- thay take 10 years. ...~ the route of the 11
. Moldoff cited three items that ‘added. gt MY G E

residential development will affect: “«Galern is a very popular place ™
" 1. 1t will change the haracter of 10 work, shop. ive and play, but - report
" what happens whe ) “cialsu

“the parts of town that are seeing n the tax rev- . Merri
enue growth slows down?” he :ch\ig'

fo’r,:;a decision on ::,',,.\
1 bypass,” he

.intense development.
’f,L 2. 1t will impact schools, roads asked. Tt
and services. Time will tell. face?
) -~ may
have
\ caus
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Two trafﬁc
problems to be
corrected

SALEM - Planning Director
Ross Moldoff reported that some

"headway is being made to get two
problem traffic areas corrected. .

Moldoff, along with Director of ]

" Public Works George Sealey and
Police Chief Stephen B. Mac
‘Kinnon went to Concord last week

cand discussed conceptual plans

drawn up by the State. ,
One plan is for improvements to
the Rout

‘years, which sh 'also give somef A
“relief to thde A5 Ao e

‘includes restnpmg}and sxgnahzahon, ~

changes

‘Most 1mportant is the opportum— ‘
ty to use previously collected
impact fees to parhally fund both
projects.

Impact fees must be matched
with either Town or State funds.

Moldoff will ask the Planning
Board to request that Selectmen
_ allow the use of impact fees for the
projects.

Observations By:

.. Carol Moore
* l‘\ :,\ o

v %and Queen last

Timothy P

{;

SALEM Two
School students ha
sen to serve as
Holiday King and Q¢

Lynne Sullivan
daughter of Francis
Sullivan, was pic,
Holiday Queen an
Powers, 18, son of
Chris Powers was cl,
the new Hohday Kinc
appear at a number o.
day functions, suct
upcoming parade and
ing.

The two were «

Thursda‘ )
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 GETTING AROUND BYPASS 28 BRIDGE WORK /

" Motorists have several routes to get around Derry \
‘while a section of Bypass 28 (South Main Street) is*
closed’ for up to seven weeks for bndge construcuon

; NORTHBOUND TRAFFIC
Drivers can turn left onto Rockingham
‘Road (Route 28), right onto Birch -
- Street, right
- 102) at the traffic lights and pick up
Bypass 2B north at the traffic rotary.

Drivers can also turnright onto Island ~
Pond Road and take the first left onto -

‘Cemetery Road, left onto East Derry -

~ Road and pick up Bypass28 at the Route

" 102 traffic rotary.

SOUTHBOUND TRAFF!C
Drivers at the traffic rotary can take a
 right onto East Broadway (Route 102),
left onto Birch Street at the traffic
- lights, leftonte -
" Rockinghamn Road and right
- onto Route 28,
Dnversma”asotakeanghtonto
- East Derry Road, right onto
---Cemetery Road, right onto Island
[ Pond Road and left onto Route 28 a

,‘/J,

! ‘m Swmmfﬁagfffﬂbw

onto East Broadway (Route

(5‘:

connection permits by the close of
business Sept. 11.

Mr. Meissner, who lives in Bed-
ford, said he has a $300,000 mort-
gage on the $420,000 property and
has spent more than $200,000 on
road work. He told selectmen that
the town’s engineering and public
works departments told him on Aug.
1 to begin laying down water and
sewer mains.

“T was told six or seven weeks
ago, ‘Go ahead and build,” ” he said.
“What else would a normal, rational
businessman do? . . . You're going
to put me out of business.”

Mr. Meissner’s plight inspired
developer Paul Pandelena, a strang-
er to him, to speak to selectmen on
his behalf.

“I don’t know this man from
Adam,” said Mr. Pandelena, who
had seen a six-home water connec-
tion request denied earlier. “Seven
or 15 homes isn’t going to push the
town over the edge but denying this
man could push him over the edge.

. This isn’t a game of Monopaly.

Please see WATER, Page 14
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Couple suing town for $500,000

Salem fire lieutenant, found not

guilty of making a 1993 prank
call to a fellow firefighter, is suing
Salem and six town employees for
£500,000 over the incident.

In September 1993, Lt. Kevin J.
Breen, 31, 270 Main St., Salem, and
Dennis Covey, 36, 6 Moulton St,,
Raymond, were
arrested on a |
charge of placing [Fs e
a harassing phone | & :Q,\a) |
call or phone calls
to Capt. Kevin
Kimball. - '

Both men were
accused of mak-
ing the phone call
on Sept. 13, 1993,
while they and
two others drove from a Boston Red
Sox game to the Golden Banana
strip joint in Peabody, Mass.

In February 1994, Lt. Breen and
Mr. Covey were each found inno-
cent..

Lt. Breen and his wife, Martha,
have brought a nine-count civil suit
against the town of Salem and six
people employed by the town at the
time. Here are the details:

Defendants: In addition to the town

Lt. Breen

Rich Demerle

of Salem, the six defendants are for-
mer Town Manager Barry M. Bren-
ner, former Police Chief James E.
Ross, Police Capt. Alan S. Gould,
Police Lt. Richard Dunn, and Police
Detectives Mark F. Cavanaugh and
Fred A. Rheault Jr.

Charges: The suit charges the
defendants with malicious prosecu-
tion, negligent and intentional
infliction of emotional distress and
violating Lt. Breen’s Fourth, Fifth
and Fourteenth Amendment rights
“by willfully ignoring, omitting and
misrepresenting various material
facts in their investigation and
report.”

The suit states the defendants
went forward with the case against
Lt. Breen even though they had
statements from witnesses which
contradicted the charges and even
though there had been a favorable
administrative hearing by Fire Chief
John R. Nadeau.

The suit also states Chief Ross and
Mr. Brenner allowed police officers

to investigate and present informa-
tHon in such a way “that a prosecu-
tion would probably result regard-
less of the true facts.”

Mrs. Breen, also named as a
plaintiff in the suit, is suing for
$100,000. The suit charges the
defendants’ actions have damaged
the Breens’ marriage “including
loss of services, sex, companionship
and society.”

Coming up

Haigh School is hosting a parent
night Thursday at 7 p.m. All parents
are invited to meet the staff and tour
the school. Parents will also be able
to schedule a time for an individual
conference to take place on Nov. 9.

Meetings this week

Today, the Planning Board will
meet at 7 p.am. in Town Hall. The
School Board will meet at 7:30 p.m.
in the Salem High media center.

Wednesday, the Budget Comrmittee
will meet at 7 p.m. in Tewn Hall.

All meetings are subject to
change.



- ™ s eding assistance,

g -
" as
ther
ring

ipter
rrived
morn-
~who
unday
noved
volun-

Salem =

from
Atkin-
1 and

- parcel of land on Route 28

Ip cots
ose dis-

as of
sought’
people
nes of
d have

vn on

:e if there

i ‘Court. T B

~ November. - ./

-« lea calls

4

. age 4

o, e

Court reverses /.,
Rosen decision

by Carol Moore

SALEM - In a decision handed
down,by Presiding Justice Patricia
C. Coffey, the Rockingham County
Superior Court has reversed a deci-

sion of the Salem Planning Board. -

In"August "1995, " the Board’
denied a plan submitted by Rosen
Associates Development, Ine. to
build a shopping mall on a 19-acre
across
from Funhouse Pizza. -

The denial was supported by a
large contingent of Salem residents
who protested the plan on the basis
of traffic and wetland concerns.

. The Board voted 5-1 to deny the

plan with mermber CliffordLSLjIIivgn 7'

Many Town !
in to testify at the hearing held in
In her decision, Coffey found
that accusations by Rosen’s attor-
ney that the Planning Board acted
in bad faith were unfounded, so the
Town is not liable for fines or court
costs.
Nevertheless, Coffey found that
the Board erred in not’ granting
approval. - - -
In March 1995, the voters
passed a zoning amendment to
rezone the parcel from high-
way/commercial to residential.
After the vote, the Board finally
accepted the Rosen proposal, but
then relied on traffic impact as a

justification for its ultimate denial.
Coffey also found that the pro-

i -

SALEM - The Tree
Field of Dreams on Sunday,

>ent too close to Christmas,

“ In"her “detision, “ Coffey

offricrlr'érlsh were called :

Tree Lightin
Lighting Ceremony that was scheduled for the
December 8 was canceled and will not be
rescheduled this year. Sponsors felt it wouldn't be a good idea to hold

posal had no adverse impact to
public health, safety and welfare, a
decision with which the hundreds
of residents who came out in
protest might disagree. -

g noted
that, “Though a planning board
cannot use public outcry as a rea-
son to act unreasonably or illegally
in denying a project, it is a function
of a planning board to consider the
impact of a proposal on the com-
munity as a whole, especially where
it will affect a large or concerned
segment -of -the ‘population. How-
ever, “in ‘this “case,” the planning
board went too far in denying the
Rosen project for the teasons that
were evidenced in the'trial.”
RobertRoy‘SZ Haigh Ave., was

in _one of those .who protested the

plan PR I R
- “"At this point, .we're very dis--
couraged. -We-can't -ride down
Route 28 on ‘the weekends, now
we won't be able ‘to ride down
Route 28 during the week.” Roy
said. T T o

“The Planning Board seemed to
think there was a safety issue, and
they're right,” he added. :

- Roy also noted that the plans
call for drainage from the shopping
center to run under Chili’s parking
lot and drain into the Spicket River.

“We cannot stand one more
drop of water in the Spicket,” he
added.

At this juncture, the Planning
Board has no jurisdiction, but there
is a 30-day window for an appeal
of the Court's decision through the
Board of Selectmen.

S v
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SALEM - The closing on a

i piece of land on Zions Hill Road

was completed on Wednesday,
December 18.

The land was purchased from
the Diocese of Manchester which

- | originally planned to build a church

on the property.
When plans changed and the

nFaEe b EN
¥ A

AR

=Y i Y — )
Prmmnmododngoumnnlmdm
|were (seated) Rev. Richard Connors, Pastor at St
. |[Joseph's Church and Joseph ' Fobes, Diocese of
; Mmmm(m)amamm.anomqfu

I 1 a1 il

land went up for sale, the
Conservation Commission  made
an offer on the six-acre parcel and
purchased it with funds from the
Conservation Fund.

Much of the Conservation Fund
balance is made up of revenue
from the Current Use Change Tax
which is levied when a piece of

|Conservation land purchase completed

land s removed from current use.
. The purchase will not affect the
tax rate.

The land is not contiguous but
proximate to land already desig-
nated as part of the Salem Town
Forest.

The ' purchase price was ap-
proximately $180,000




