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: Growth

Growth will continue in Salem in
1989, but at a slower rate than the
last few years, predicts Ross Mol-
doff, Salem’s Director of Develop-
ment. If one of several big projects
comes in during 1989, such as the
proposed 150-store mall, 90-bed
hospital, or 12 megawatt power
plant, the growth figure could be
thrown off kilter, he says.

I see a slowing of the rate of
growth but | don't see any tre-
mendous slowdown,” Moldoff said.

Proposed plans for Salem in 1989
include an office building for Salem
Depot, continued expansion of the
industrial park and additional resi-
dential subdivisions. 1988 saw more
than $30 millionin construction and
Moldoff estimates the town will again
top $30 million in 1989, as it has in
the past six years, when the average
construction has been $34 million.

if these major projects do appear
before planners this year, the plan-
ning board will be "intimately in-
volved” with their entire processes,
from drainage to traffic to road
improvements to fire and police
protection, Moldoff said.

"The board will take a good, hard
look at traffic information,” said
Moldoff. * 1 don’t think the town will
be pushed into anything.”

Several large residential subdivi.
sions are planned for the coming
year, including 70 house lots off
Salem Street, and 70 to 80 house
lots off Wheeler Avenue and Old
Coach Road. An additional 20 lots
are slated off Norwood Road and 20
to 30 lots off Route 111, as well as
the Hawkins Glen proposal off Town
Farm Road.

Although there was a drop-off in
construction in 1988 from the pre-
vious year’s record $46 million, the
planning board stil] approved 30

major projects. These included

echmere, two rides at Canobie
Lake Park, Grossman’s, and a 36.
unit residential complex on Play-
camp Road,

Residential construction saw a
drop in 1988, but additions and
alterations to homes rose, a statistic
which Moldoff exgects to continue
in 1989,

Planning issues

More zoning violations made
headlines last year than ever before,
and the town won 95 percent of the
cases brought into couft.

“Enforcement is becominga more
visible problem,” said Moldoff. "We
are finding out about more viola.
tions every week.”

The town, however, still needs to |
improve the enforcement arm of !
the zoning ordinance: )

-

The town-wide trathic study was

“* finatly completed in 1988, and can .

now be put to use in 1989. The
town’s traffic consultants, Vanasse-
Hangen, have also fomulgted a
new impact fee schedule which the
planning board will wield frequently
in the coming year. Mqldoff hopes
to get the system firmly in place and
use it to start funding actual road
nnprovements.

lm'pl)'he Affordable Housiqg Task
Force will remain active m'198<’),
savs Moldoff. If the committee’s
proposed ordinance does not meet
with approval from the voters, they

will go back to the drawing board
They will also begin to explore using
town-owned lands as a resource
and federal issues and assistance.

The Conservation Commission
will have a complete prime wetlands
map which will help them furthgr
protect wetlands in 1989, They will

"also begin implementation of the
Town Forest Management Plan.

In terms of open space preserva-
tion, Moldoff says his department
will begin work on alternative zon-
ing proposals to present to voters in
1990. The zoning amendments fac-
ing voters this year are mosth
housekeeping items, according fo

Moldoff,

As the new chairman of the plan-
ning board, Richard Gregory wil i
bringa new perspective to the board,
said Moldoff. New member Thomas
Pappalardo will also contribute to a
changed planning board in 1989,

"Planningis not an easy process,”
Moldoff said. "1 don't think it's easy
to plan for the future. It's foreign to
most people.”

In comparison to other towns, we
are ahead in some things and behind
in others. Some towns have road
managment programs. Some towns

ave no sewer system at all.

We are behind in some things
because Salem is such a diverse

community, said Moldoff. In many
senses, it is a bedroom community.
It used to have a large seasonal
population. Thousands of people
come to Salem to work in the indus.
trial park. The town has a four-mile-
long commercial strip that rivals
Route 1in Saugus. There has been
agreat transition in town managers.
All these factors contribute to con.
fusion about a central community
identity.

“We are still coming to grips with
who we are and what we are going
to be,” said Moldoff.

Perhaps during 1989 we can take
afew, doddering baby steps towards
defining exactly what we want to be.



*$20[Jo [ed0] 0) ;g, E
~[pued 10J PIY OYM 238 0) mopupm -
$,3j13]) UMO], 34} U0 3L> POP ¥ -
1day Kay) ‘ARpuoly uQ ‘SO s, 40} -
-J3[J0)) XU ], PUT RII) UMOL 2y} U0
UMOP NO0O] £3Y) — SMOPUIM PO -
JRY} WOL MIA [EnSNUN UR A0y
YIJOM AVY JPuuv]d JUVISIESY pun
JOpIOl #80Y .8835 u&:ﬁr—

S&au
ﬁmSEeEw

g 868d — HIAHISEO WITVS FHL — 6861 ‘| A1BnIge,



February 1989 « Page 2

Town-wide
Traffic Study

ROSS MOLDOFF
Town Planner

Imagine waiting 20 minutes to drive
through the Depot, or sitting through 4
signal changes before crossing Route
28 at the Boulevard!

Traffic congestion Is a growing
problem in Salem and Is sure to be a
major i{ssue in upcoming development
proposals. Two recent opinion surveys
found traffic to be the second most
disliked aspect of living in Town (right
behind taxes!}. Over 30,000 cars a day
travel South Broadway, making it one
of the buslest roads in southern New
Hampshire.

To address traffic problems. the
Town hired the Boston-based consult-
Ing firm Vanasse-Hangen, Inc., in
1986, to conduct a Town-wide traffic
study. The Vanasse-Hagen study was
completed in June 1988 and was just
adopted by the Planning Board as part
of Salem's Master Plan.

The traffic study looks at four spe-
cific road corridors in Salem:

1.} Rockingham Park area, bound
by Rockingham Park Boulevard, Route
28, Cluff Crossing Road, and South
Policy Street;

2.} Pelham Road from Commercial
Drive to South Policy Street;

3.) Route 28 from Veterans Memo-
rial Parkway northerly to Windham
town line;

4.} Route 97/Main Street east of
Pleasant Street to the Methuen town
line.

For each area, Vanasse-Hangen
provides the following:

*Analysis of existing conditions, in-
cluding traffic volumes, accidents, ex-
isting traffic operation, and a summary
of current deficiencies.

*Projection of future land uses and
traffic demands.

*Recommended improvement plan,
including descriptions and diagrams of
each project.

eImplementation program, with pri-
orities and preliminary cost estimates.

It should come as no surprise that
the recommendations call for new traf-
fic signals and widen roadways
throughout the Town. The total cost for
all tmrovements is a staggering $16
million. In a subsequent report, Va-

A
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nasse-Hangen recommended a cost
allocation system where private devel-
opers would pay about one third of this
cost.

It remains to be seen if Salem resi-

dents will approve the massive funds
necessary to improve the Town's road
network. But it's abundantly clear that
traffic problems will only get worse as
time (and development) continues.

Affordable Housing: The Work Force

KATHRYN WELCH
Assistant Planner

Over the past six years Salem has
been growing by leaps and bounds
averaging more than $36 million dol-
lars in new construction each year. We
have added almost 1000 new homes
(single-family and duplexes) and 627
new or expanded businesses. We are
the fourth largest community and the
largest town In the State of New Hamp-
shire. However, not all is golden in
Salem. Beyond the rising traffic counts
and the decrease in available open
space [s the shortage of affordable
housing for Salem's residents and
those who work in town.

While all housing s affordable to
someone, the term “affordable hous-
ing" is generally applied to shelter for
which a low- to moderate-income fam-
ily pays 30%or less of their total house-
hold income. For a family of four living
in Rockingham County, this is inter-
pretted as a maximum household in-
come of $25,690, of which only $7,707
is avallable for shelter costs. Very little
housing is available in Salem within
this range.

A more concerning statistic stems
from the fact that median income in
Rockingham County is $32,100 {i.e.
509% of the population earns more than
and 50% earns less). A study for the
seacoast region revealed an $80,000
affordability threshold (Le. the maxi-
mum affordable housing unit for that
income) in purchasing a home. Only
18% of the housing market consists of
units below $80.000. This means po-
tentially 50% of the population is com-
peting for 18% of the market.

What does this mean for busl-
nesses? The further the work force has
to travel between home and work, the
less likely they are to accept or keep a
position. As the affordable housing al-
ternatives decrease in Salem, the po-
tential work force decreases as well. For
businesses to remain attractive to em-
ployees (should current housing prac-

tice continue} wages will have to in-
crease to offset the lack of housing and
the time and inconvenience of com-
muting.

There is another alternative. As the
Board of Selectmen have recognized
the need to address the affordable
housing crisis, so too should the
business community. The Salem Af-
fordable Housing Task Force, formed
in June 1988, has proposed two zoning
amendments as a first step toward re-
solving the issue. The first amendment
is toallow accessory apartments within
single family detached homes. The
second proposalis an Affordable Hous-
ing Ordinance to encourage the con-
struction of moderate-income housing
through increased density. These pro-
posals will be explained in more detail
at your first March Networking lunch-
eon. (See Salem Calendarj

The Affordable Housing Task Force
meets the second and fourth Thurs-
days of the month in the Municipal
Office Building. In the future they will
be addressing the issue through means
other than zoning (i.e. financing, con-
struction requirements, housing trust
funds). The public is welcome to at-
tend.

There are many
good reasons to
join your
Greater Salem
Chamber of Commerce.

...here’s just 10 to get you started!

Local Identity
Breakfast Forums

Community Service

Monthly Newsletter

Business After Hours
Membership Directory
Networking Luncheons

Exchange of Business Ideas
Continuous Business Exposure
Town Government Representation

Send in your application today! See page 4.




Affordable housing plan assailed b

By PAUL McCARTHY
RECORD STAFF WRITER
A plan to make affordable

housing a reality in Salem was
assailed by Planning Director
Ross Moldoff at a Public Hear-
ing last Wednesday night. Des-
pite the attack, the planners
unanimousty  sent the plan
onto the ballot at the March
election.

After a presentation by the
Affordable Housing Task
Force, which included an in-
depth explanation of it by
planning board member Bob
Campbell, Asst. Planning
Director Kate Welch and com-
mittee membr Michael Carney,
{as well as two HUD represen-
tatives), Moldoff took to the
mike to attack the plan.

After giving planning board
members a petition containing
28 names, Moldoff read the fol-
lowing comments into the
record. .

“We the undersigned,
oppose the Affordable Hous-
ing Ordinance. The ordinance
gives developers tremendous
fleshility to propose housing

5.
R ivaives a great deal of dicre-
tionary power to the planning
board, beard of adjustment

BEFORE PLAN WAS ATTACKED - The
Affordable Housing Task Force is pictured
before their plan wes torpedoed by Ross Mol-
A ™ e ¥ fae 2 LI e .

and Salem Housing Authority,
It relies on broad guidelines
and vague terminology to pro-
mote affordable housing. e
find these concepts unaccepta-
ble and will urge the defeat of
the ordinance in March, 1989.

Flexibihity allows good
developers to propose good
projects, but 1t also allows bad
developers to circumvent the
controls and protections pro-
vided by current zoning
regulations.

Discretionary power in the
hands of land use beards is
dangerous. Critical issues
such as the developer’s com-
mittment of affordable hous-
ing units are left open to
negotiation by the ordinance.

This Let's Make A Deal’
approach to land use regula-
tion is ripe for abuse by
unscrupulous developers and
their attorneys. Our boards
have no experience with this
type of negotiation, and the
results of their ‘learning’ could
be disasterous. Qur current
ordinance minimizes discre-
tionary power and rightfully
s0.

Moldoff went to add that the
broad and vague terminology
of the ordinance, as drafted,

will provide problems ot inter-
pretation to board members
and staff while giving too little
guidance to developers which
could result in the unfair treat-
ment of applicants.

“How will the boards deter-
mine the necessity for and the
effectiveness of exceptions?”
he asked. "What criteria will
be used? Why are ALL innova-
tive land use controls. includ-
ing ones which have no
relation to affordable housing,
authorized by the ordinance?”

Moldoff said the ordinance
“ignores overwhelming evi-
dence that both developers
and regulatory boards need
specific restrictions and rules
for effective land use
regulation.”

Moldoff added Salem has
close to 3,000 multi-family
apartments, condos and
mobile homes which equates
to 30% of Salem's housing
stock and said, “We do not
need a wholesale restructuring
of our zoning ordinance or the
dismantling of current protec-
tions to provide more afforda-
ble housing.”

It would have been very
easy to hear a pin drop in the
William T. Knightly room after

Moldoff gave his speech -
which inciuded advice from
N.H. Muncipal Association
legal counsel Bernard Waugh
that a draft of the ordinance
could be construed as arbi-
trary as well as “uncoensti-
tutional.”

Authority Executive Director Nancy Rochira,
Loren Cole of HUD, Asst. Planner Kate Welch,
Housing Aathority vice chairman Michael
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y planning director

Developer Larry

Belair. 139 Hooker Farm Road.
didn't take kindly to Moldoff's
assertations. He accused Mol-
doff of perpetuating the myth
of developers only willing to
help themselves while skirting

Continued on page 11

Sk 2

NOT A HAPPY CAMPER - Asst. Planner Kate Welch

listens to Planning Director Ross Moldoff rip into the
proposed Affordable Housing Ordinance she helped put
together. Moldoff felt it gave developers too much lee-
way in construction and not enough guidelines.




Continued from page 3
town ordinances.

Belair, who served on the
Affordable Housing Task
Force, said he has derived a
great deal from the community
and felt it was time to give
something back, to help young
Salem couples get started in
life like Arnold Leriche and
George Gelt helped to do in the
1960's.

He added that many of Mol-
doff's ideas were incorporated
in the afforadable housing
ordinance “but not ALL of
them” and that was perhaps

why he “came out AGAINST -

it.”

Atty. Bernard Campbell,
who is also a planning board
member, noted that the ordi-
nance, if adopted, could be
amended up to nine months
fram its passage to eliminate
any loopholes the board didn't
forsee.

Belair added that should any
“loopholes” be found, it would
take six months, probably a
year, before any plan could be
brought to fruition.

Campbell’s and Belair's
argument convinced the board
to send the ordinance on to
town meeting by a unanimous
vote.

In other planning board
action at the meeting:

The board unanimously
voted to send on the following
planning board amendments
(A complete copy can be
viewed in the planning office
or Kelley Library):

To revise the wetlands Con-
servation Ordinance to
inelude -a High Intensity Soil

Mapping System to identify
wetlands.

To revise the sign ordinance
to allow increased signage in
limited shopping districts and
large frontal lots and reduce
signage in commercial areas
and directinal signs.

To adopt the 1987 BOCA
National Fire Protection Code.

To adopt the 1988 Life
Safety Code.

To permit accessory housing

within single family
dwellings. And, surpris-

ingly, to permit church stee-

ples, flagpoles and amusement

- rides to exceed 35 feet but not

80 feet. It is expected a protest
petition will be filed on the
latter.

The board nixed the idea of
rezoning two lots of land off
Dyer Avenue as well as land
located on Kelley Road.



Director, Ross Moldoff,
speaker at the Greater
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was the featured Fish

TALKING MEGAMALL - Salem's Planning  Commerce

“Networking Luncheon” held at
land last week. He discussed the possible

Salem Chamber of impacts the town may have from the mall.

Photo 5y Paul McCarthy
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EDITORIALS

Impact fees tough nut to crack

The Town of Salem has won an early round in
what will undoubtedly be a long match.

it involves the growing use by Salem'’s Plan-
ning Board, and by planning boards all over the
country, of a funding device known as impact
fees in-the formidable process of paying for

what has come to be called "infrastructure”™: the

roads, the bridges, the buildings and everything
else public that's needed to make a community
worllable. -

If we are going to continue to grow we will .

need such things. Someone has to pay for them.
Who?

The immediate case we have in mind is the
New England Brickmaster case, in which a
Superior Court ruling has denied any imme-
diate relief for a would-be builder, while reserv-
ing its position in the long run.

We are not here arguing the merits of that
case, but trying instead to dilate our general
thinking about the situation as a whole.

Impact fees are based on the assumption the
cost should fall directly on those investors who
fund the private elements in such growth.

Build a new building, in other words, and you
must as part of the process be expected to pay
whatever costs there are for the improvement
of the community around that building: the wid-
ening of an existing road leading to your build-
ing, for example, and for the cost of any other
"impact” your investment may have on the
town.

Not a bad idea, wouldn't you say?

The more you think about it, however, the
more complicated the situation becomes.

It raises the question, first, of whether or not
we want our town to grow. If we want things to
stay just as they are now, then the answer is to
throw any roadblock that may be possible in the
way of new construction. If, on the other hand,
you take the position a new building could mean
new jobs, close to home, which could in the long
run make it possible for the youngsters we are

investment. In general any increase in eco-
nomic plant tends to increase the value of a
community’s existing property. o

Ifyou doubt that fact, take alonghard look at
what has been happening to real estate prices
these past few years, as Salem has grown, and
grown, and grown.

The ultimate cause of ratcheting land prices,
of course, is not the number of new buildings,
but the number of people in them — living in
them, workingin them, shoppingin them — but
you cannot have more people without more
buildings to accomodate them in one way or
another. So new buildings are an index of

"growth.

Now, you may, or you may not, like what has

been happening. It depends, in simplest terms, *

in whether you are trying to buy a house or have
just sold one.

Growth has a way of enriching us all, in book
value if no way else, and that has a bearing on
whether or not growth should continue.

The ultimate truth — on which it is possible to
agree — is that the cost of infrastructure should
be spread out fairly through the community as a
whole. But how is that accomplished? .,

Simple, unqualified impact fees, recklessly
applied in a random manner are surely not the
answer. But rationally applied they could make
sense. .

Asearchtor the difference between the two is
what is going on these days, not just here in
New Hampshire but in the country as a wholg.

There are several bills pending before the
General Court, and the complexity is to be seen .
in the fact not all developers are against all
impact fees. The more careful thinkers among
them would rather have the equation com-

s

pleted than be forced to keep guessing how =«
much what planning boards where are going t& .

sock it to them where. And when. .
Neither developers nor builders, of course,*

1

educating in our local schools eventually tofind ~ Pay impact fees in the longrun. They are forced i
‘ajob here, close to home, and thereby streng- 1o pass them along. Fees are a cost of doing ¢
thening our whole economy, then the picture  business and must ultimately end up in price."
becomes a little different. Developers care primarily because the higher *
It would be silly, in such a case, to punish the  the price the harder it is to sell. A
potential investor, or to discourage him. It is the consumer who must pay in the long  w
The situation is complicated even a little run. That means all of us. Youand me. Soitisa _,
further when you take into account the financial ~ sparl which must be unravelled, no matter how ™
impact on existing property of such fresh longit takes. ‘S':
° l - ne
. elevation. m
Segﬂ,gi'f:?gfés}o know what one And let me tell you that if { were. in
Betweer: should think. ever to get inside of an airplane the  ex
The There have been altoaeth first thing I would do is to holdon,  an
Lines ere al\’e reen altogether too Itis the principal of the thing. ~ th
many people falling out of airplanes, I would rather not say angthing  th
too, although ! am not one of them,  more on the subject until having  su
never having set foot in a flying  thought it over. Carefully. : Re
machine and being perfectly con-  And also, there is the fact | haver |
tent to stay here at my present run out of ink. T ou
by " ter
Henrletta - sat
Choate -
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WE NEED YOUR HELP

Vote YES Articles 13-14-15

Important Notice To
ALL Taxpayers

D D D 8

When reasonable judgment is swayed by personal goals, it's time to let your
voice be heard. Salem's "Pro-Residential Planners,” whom we whole heartedly
support, are not addressing the whole issue. We disagree with maintaning
residentially-zoned land in commercial area.

To limit commercial development along natural business areas of route 28 and
93 is bad for you and your tax bill.
VOTE YES ARTICLES 13-14-15

As life long residents of Salem, we feel strongly for its preservation.

In order to maintain and preserve the natural existing residential areas of
Salem, Route 28 and 93 development should be allowed to continue.
Remember commercial taxes help subsidize your current tax bill. You need the
tax revenue.

VOTE YES ARTICLES 13-14-15

By maintaing residentially zones land in commercial areas the tax income is
reduced!

Let's allow these business owners to spend money and increase our tax base
without so much hassle. Let's receive the tax revenue.

VOTE YES ARTICLES 13-14-15

Sponsored by the Winmill Family
Life Long Residents of Salem
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Town wins landmark impact
fees case against developer

by Monique Dubhamel

SALEM — The Town has wonin
a lawsuit filed against the planming
board by New England Brickmaster
involving traffic impact fees.

Judge Kenneth R. McHugh of

"~ Rockingham County Superior Court
ruled that the planning board's de-

cision to assess $39,377.51 for traf-

fic impact fees from New England

Brickmaster was reasonable
However, if the town does not

begin a road improvement project -

in the Pelham Road corridor within
the next three years, the impact fee
which is presently in escrow will not
have to be paid.

New England Brickmaster brought

* suit against the town in December
1988 arguing that it should not have
to pay impact fees. Their October
26, 1988 approval by the board was
contingent upon payment of these
fees.

The building in questionis a 44 840
s.f, construction on a lot located in
the Salem Industrial Park at 45-51
Northwestern Drive, part of an 18-lot

_subdivision previously approved by
the planning board.

The subcivision had been deve-
loped by Keewaydin Realty Trust,
which paid $100,000 to the town in
impact fees for the entire subdivi-
sion. The funds were earmarked for
the widening of Petham Road from
Manor Parkway to Commercial

Hosenital

Drive. ; 1

In the lawsuit, New England
Brickmaster argued that the ex-
traction of money from them by the

planning board was illegal. They .

argued that the funds obtained by

Keewaydin provided for the pros-
- pective traffic impact of the entire
- development. -

The court petition further argue

_ that the town did not have the statu- -

tory authority to obtain funds from

-developers for off-site improvements
as a condition of site plan approval.
Thus, they sought approval of their

plan without the conditional pay-
menit of nearly $40,000 to the town.

The original petition sought to
place the questioned funds in escrow

and altow New England Brickmas-.

ter to proceed with construction.

Rockingham County Superior
Court Justice Bruce E. Mohl ruled
in February that the planning board
did have the statutory authority to
require traffic impact fees. Mohl
also found that the board had the
power to grant conditional approval
based on the receint of these monies

That was not the end of the suit,
however. From that point, the Town
still had to prove that the sum of
$39,377.51 was a reasonable and
fair payment to request from New
England Brickmaster and that traf-
fic would increase as a result of the
new buikling.

_ Last week, Justice McHugh ruled
that the payment .was reasonable.
The Town provided the court with a
detailed report from the town's traf-

fic consultant, Vanasse Hangen

Brustlin Inc. New England Brick-

. master did not produce evidence -

which disputed the findings in the
consultant’s report. It-also did not

~ challenge the total cost of the im-

provements.

~With respect to the question of

- .whether or not the decision i1s un-
reasonable, the Court finds thaton

the balance of probabilities, on the
evidence before it, said decision
was reasonable,” wrote McHugh in
an eight-page ruling. :
While he ruled in favor of the
town, he also provided an open
doar for New England Brickmaster.

*All is not lost for the plaintiff..If
the (road widening) project is not

. underway. within three years, the

letter of credit is revoked and can-
not be renewed, which in fact means
that the plaintiff will not have to pay
an impact fee. As things present’y

stand, the Town does not appear to.

be moving rapidly to do what it has
to do in order to get a project of this
magnitude off the ground and there-
fore the odds are good that the
impact fee imposed may never have
to be paid,” he concluded.
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- 1t’s a whole ne
; - The Salem Plannmg Board, \élreédy “over- -
“worked to & point where it is a bottleneck for -

Drderly growth, is talking about an entirely new*

area in which to wield its power.. . -
position of “architectural guidelines™for what it
Hefined as the Business Office District. *~ *
. Does it sound innocupus?
. The truth is that "guidelines” of this sort ad

a.!p to a brand new responsibility for an agency Ry

which s already — partly throughits own style, *
and partly because ‘New Hampshire 48 the
second fastest growing state in the nation — in
over its head. 2
These proposed new guidelines mustbeseen
for what they are: new “muscle” ‘
~The plan had been to quietly drop them into

ing been the subject of public review. )
It is a clear case of “the foot in the door,” or
‘the "camel’s nose under the edge of the tent.”
The generally accepted role of New Hamp-
-shire’s planning boards falls into the category of
“police powers. The nature of those powersis to
‘prevent one landowner from damaging, or
infringing upon, the rights of another.

These new architectural guidelines have noth-
ing to do with police powers. They are another
kind of animal.

They fall into the category of aesthetics — or
“taste” — an area of concern which planning
boards only a few short years agorecognized as

‘beyond their proper territory.

< The inherent danger in such agencies as
planning boards, of course, recognized as long
1230 as the Federalist papers, is the inevitable

:";' te

The Board has under COqsiderat‘ioﬁv the im- =

-place, simply bymaking them a part of ;hesiféf;u t
planamendments, without either the guidelines "
themselves, or the broad new powers, ever hav- -

. not Rave gotten by.

backyard that is wide opef, and not
being used, would be defghted to
have something buik on
There is, in fact, an o
which | suppose you havdheard. 1
U st et th

Igame

dency fbr‘%ﬁduéét?iémushroohil B

mdstof us enjoy chocolate or vanilla. Once they

re to draw the line. i
atis exactly why the founding fathers gave
€ separation and the balance of powers.

e"nature of the human animal is such, of
e, that'we do need police powers, and
must be vested in someone, so the issue
is not whether Salem needs its planning

. We concede that for now.

The issue, rather, is what should be expected

of it board = and what should not.
Ifthe board’s police powers were presently
being soundlyand universally enforced, it might
be fime for us, as citizens, to start talking about
and@xpansioh of the board’s role.

But,in the érst place, thatis not the case. We
cangite case after case in which the board and
‘its professional staff are still playing catch-up.

Théirs is .not an easy job, of cburse, and the
poit ‘here is not to chide them for getting
behind, or for letting things geﬁ@ihat should

This is not the time, therefor, forthem to take
on @major new responsibility, even if it were a
propger function of the planning authority —
whid;n this one is not! :

Afehitectural quidelines are a matter of taste,
and When you get into that kind of guagmire you
Getifto arat’s nest ... as the people of Paris are
aware right now, with Architect .M.Pei’s new
glass pyramid in the courtyard to the Louvre.

" There is even a phrase for it:

D4 gustibus non est disputandum {Latin: In

matters of taste there is no disputing.)

why their own backyard has not
been snapped up.

Hence the saying: WNIMBY?

Well, as for me, | have got the

answer. | can tell you why I do not

thereis swant them building a hospital in my

*r hackyard, as fine a thing as one's

! " brsnital might

saying,

r has a delightful flavor.. Planning board
s, being only human, enjoy it, the way

taste for power they find it hard to know

o,

The Plant
three project
-others at thei
night. They
Colonial Villa
&5 Pond Strec
at42 L.ondon
center for emy
‘Race Track.
Winmill Equi
plan, a 6ot
-erty St.,and t|
plan for a 32
at8 Raymond
ing will be on

«The Conse
will be meetir
‘pa.inthe¥n
They will has
with Kent L
‘Properties Lir
Separate sitq
Drive. They
:And il app!
‘Developr
ping ma’

way;

2"7(



“Emoumyg T H N Addag

JaJLIM SUNQLAL-IERH
SYOOPPERIN uesns Ag

JUIIAA €T 150D Jdjem 3J1] 0}
iy 9jea pasodoad s A1

aanjdadsiad

atgps ay) ARNWW0D 3y} Balf Pnown-

qpwdieyd pieog BJuluueld Jouio]
» - 4108310 "IN pandde WOPYII "IN

-5pasu $ JaYj0 YorD JO AUIPUR]SIAD

un J31RQ B AABY PINOM JONSIP [004IS

2 UA0} By 'Pres uonnf N “Jgad sy

1d susweaoxdut eydes 2 doanap

1M 421y paeoq Sutuueyd 3y Uo S(3UAL
_'no 2UOAWOS paluRs S[RIDYIO [90UIS

“JDLIISIP AU} UI 13YD83] B ST aJim STy

aenesaq uorisod y§noy v utjnd aq pnod
HOPIOW "IN PANSIE WO I Ing

‘SIB94 M2} JX8U A U11S3SE] AYY

wold 03 Sui08 aie wWARS Ul SBAIR 1BUM

10 BAPT UR A3JIIUIL0D 3Y3 318 p[NOD 3y
“os1¥ "siiys Suiuuerd [euoissajold sy 3o
asnenay 1OPIOTN JA 10] PIYSE dj(Bay
-3ds S{RIDIO [00YIS PIES UONR[ I
‘peajsul
aAIUNUED Ay} 0} pauleu ai13m oplered
-deg sewny], Jaquaw pirog SURIUe(d
pUeR JOPILIX SS0Y Jopallq Aumueld
‘Burjeatit 243 18 Jou uousen ydasop uew
AD2[AS LY T SEM 3J04 BYY -109{qo tou
pip 3y pres 1308410 I AMn pasouwl
-3l furaq 1SUIESE PIjoA UOIHITA N
"39))TUILI0D AY) W) A108
310 "IN DUB UOHITIY "IN A0WIRI 0] Aep
-13)$34 9104 0) PBY UBWIIIB[ES MO[d]
‘auoXiaas 01 alge3dad

e §1 e Sunpawios YL dn awiod ued
397JILILOD MAU 3Y) 40y S[E101330 [004dg
uerd Suprmg  UOHIW §'98 ® Padl
-2l AQjuadad a9nTuUrLo) 18png suL
"iep
-sIny1, 10} pajels BunadtL ISIYY ST Ypa
‘SjUapISal PUB ‘UIWISSAUISNY S[BIYIC
{20 jo dn apRW SI APIUNUOS Y],
_UIN) By} U103 JYLING 9q 3, Up[nes
JeyL.. ‘PrES UONN{ I ' SeMm 18U S{39)
UOTHOIN TN 1BY) RBUTMICHUR S
‘suotndo s ustl
-109[8s JaUjte Yiis Op 0) SurUlAue pey |l
Jeu) patuap A(Fuons Ing ‘aFuUBYD 3y} 10}
PaYSE STBIDI}O [00YdS Ples T Ise| uo)
-Jnp pieuo(] UBULITEY) pieod 100408

resodoad Sue e waunddo 15ag 33 2q
UBD [ L URD T Ran
~BAIASUO) ENIR R i shtl|

-39S 0y JURM }UOD SoY] A wmouy [
ANEAIISUOD
on) adr suctudo SR ASARDAQ AATJIUIUIND
(0 WG ) 00 0D SIRLIS0 100038
DALIIZIY  1PLIAIEAN N

HOOL 01 EAL
XIOTAIR) PITYNMY puR
UaWIINa[ag Fumids W Imissad)ns sew

pigog (00438 SYL — N IWTVS

1M1 Aunqliy-a8ey
watduy ney wir ig

[EAOWAI STY puIyaq sontjod swrep UopPIA

d B AJUZHbIIY
1U90.19d $g UB SBY RAIR SSIUISTIQ UMOMMOD
3y} SMOYUS ABAINS MU ¥ — THHHIAVH

sundij (OS7 Satjnuapt ,n@,,r._ﬂm
xnge
Anap Junydy ur 3ayey pinoo  fuedwod
ayy deys sanisod 3q pimow aagy 10j [Eds
1 BULnous 1y3noy) sueduion ay) pres uots
-LA3IGR) [PIUALTIU0D wodj Saude) wo]
O YX3U AY) JAA0 UMOPUERS PUER
uraleg ul gy [pEmuEYD
12 1 ({1 A0US MY,
2 siuasnd yeym uo smojdo
Ayl sanap Suisn 1 pUyR
05 40} qoQ[ 03 SUBIS jeyw
AU} TAJOOR B[4 KIBA
8 pRISOH {(Ys @y dnip e IS ued
{oU) Moy uo fjuaied SASIApE JBY) EIDdS
B ISEOPROIGAI iw Xueduiod a1qed A,
jusaaid uo [B1AdS IO
X0g A0 B ATIBRYUD INOYIM YDjeM 0 9[gE
30 (v BAIE AU UT SIAM31A UOISIASR) 315
-BD HIUONI INAU AU 10 1 — “H'N ‘AHB3AQ

paJ1e 3q 0)
(e1oads nap-nuy

150bip smau v

AajjepA aylL
SSOI0Y

SMau jeso—

F—-;k!«

6861 ‘91 AV 'AVOS3NL « GNNEIYL-3TOVI 3ONIHUMYT




L paparmet T2
EM — The former Observer

ding in the Salem Depot is the

Ffocus of a lawsuit ‘recent
7 against the town. " - "

In a five-page suit filed against the
planning " board in Rockirighain

County Superior Court, James C.

and Robin M. Massahos are asking
the court to overturn a decision
made by the planning board regard-
ing the Main Street site. . - .~

The buildingin questionis located .
at 90 Main Street and owned by the .

Massahoses. It was built around 1900

and has not ‘been moditied “or

changed since that time. During its
existence, the building has “been
used as a grocery store, hardware
store, newspaper office and real
estate office.

The building has been vacant for

a substantial period of time. At the

beginning of April 1989, the plain-
- tiffs were approached by someone

" who wanted to rent the property for
~ atake-out roast beef sandwich shop,-

which is a permitted use in that
district. e it ol

Next door, at 80 Main Street is a
Chinese restaurant. At 70 Main
Street is a family style restaurant.
At 67 Main Street is a breakfast

diner and at 69 Main Street is a sub-

The plaintiffs sought a change of
use permit for the building from the

"“Town Planner Ross Moldoff:He:

denied the request on April 14,and

the matter went on to be heard at

the April 18 planning board meeting.

The suit calls the planner’s deci-
sion arbitrary and stated there are
no guidelines by which the planner
is to make a decision.

When the issue appeared before
the planning board, members argued
that it should go through the site
plan review process. The board
supported Moldoff’s decision and
also denied the proposal.

In the suit, this decision is termed
»arbitrary, capricious and can be
utilized by members of the Town for
other motives unrelated to the sub-

4y

2! .
¢ The planni
parking.:, . = - o
The plaintiffs, however, :

- that the To
‘result of
“before the planning board that, if
approved, the Salem Depot inter-
‘section would require- substantial

request due to lack of “on-site "~

upgrading to avoid a gridlock in -

traffic. "

.. During this hearing, the pétiti'one‘r

asked if the area was slated for .
. _urban renewal or eminent domain
proceedings by the town. The plan-
ning board members said it was not.™

- The ‘suit “outlines events which
occurred following the planning
board hearing. Two days after the
board meeting, Moldoff requested a
meeting with the petitioners. Ac-
cording to the suit, he said if they

would deed 10 feet of their property -
to the Town of Salem for no consid- ...

. eration, the petitioners could tear
their buildingdown, build a highise

“building with parking underneath .
and be able to get permits todothis. -
'If this did indeed happen, the

plaintiff argues that the traffic from
such a site would be far greater than
the traffic impact from the site as it

" now stands with five parking spaces. '
.. - Before Massahos had been ap-

proached about the roast beef shop,
he had been approached by an

. agent of the engineering:company.

who is employed by the mall devel-

" oper and was offered an option to

purchase the property.

The traffic study submitted by
the mall to the town and dated
March 30, 1989, outlined a possibil-
ity of land taking of approximately

- 10 feet of the property at 90 Main

Street.

The suit argues the town denial is
a ploy to allow the mall company to
purchase his site at a lesser value.
*The continued vacancy of this

s, however, :argued
has madeit clearasa
mall that is pending ..

[ PEELERINY |

_propertyisin the bestinterestot the .~
- Town in that it reduces the value of --

the same if the Town or the devel- ~

oper is going to attempt to take the -

roperty by eminent domain,” reads

‘the lawsuit.

“*The petitioner believed and as- .
serts that the denial of his request to
have a roast beef sandwich shop on

. the property is an attempt by the
“Town to obtain the petitioners’

property at a much reduced value,”
_ argues Massahos in the suit.

"_The Massahos lawsuit seeks for

* the court to grant certiorari, a for-
~mal acceptance of the case. The .
-suit also asks for the following: -

- ** —That the Court find the action

< of the Town Planner is arbitrary and

capricious; =~ ..
—That the Court find the actions
by the Planning Board are unjawful,

- unjust, and unreasonable;

—_That the Court find that park-

ing is providéd under. zoning for

Commercial District A control;
- —That the Court grant that the
use of arestaurant is reasonable, is

" a commercial use, and is a use per-
mitted within the district;

- —That the Court find that the
actions by the Townare intentional,
malicious and an attempt to confis-

~ cate the Petitioners’ land without

due process of law or just com-
pensation;
—That the Court award the Peti-

+ tioner the lost rent in the amount of
- °$2,000 per month from the time of

the hearing through the granting of
this ordinance;

~ —That the Court impose further
sanctions against the Town of Salem
including exemplary damages as a

_result of the actions of the town

officials.

Massahos is being represented
by Atty. H. Raymond Kellett, who
also serves as the president of the

mSee LAWSUIT, Page 2




citizensgroup, Citizens for Respbh

sible Development (CRD), awatch-
dog group on the progress of the -
proposed mall to be located at -
‘Rockingham Park and off Pleasant. .
~Street, where Kellett's, home and -

office are located.

- "I think the planning board has
_been consistent in their concernfor

parkingand traffic circulation in the
Salem Depot,” said Moldoff. He
noted that this is not the first time a
fast food site plan has been denied
in the Depot on the basis of traffic
concerns. . '

Town Attorney Robert Ciandella
agreed that the planning board did
act within its authority and that the
decision was proper. ‘
“Clearly the planning board has

re

‘the authontQ to propose-in

gress
and egress and parking specifics for
sites,” he.said. e

The last time a fast food site plan

..was denied for traffic reasons was in

November 1987. The Lee site plan
proposed a change of use at 99
Main Street to have a Chinese food’
take out restaurant. At that time,
planners denied the plan under the
provisions of Section 268:8A(l) of
the Zoning Ordinance, which dis-
cusses maximum traffic safety.
"The formal acceptance of the
case, certiorari, was scheduled to’
take place on Wednésday morning,
May 24 in Rockingham County
Superior Court in Exeter. At press
time, no further hearing dates had
beenget.” =
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L SALEM — High"taxes and the
depot traffic are the things people
dislike most about Salem. These
#re just. some of the results of a
community - attitude “survey con-
ducted by the planning department
during the 1989 Town Meeting.
;» Respondents to the questionnaire
weré on the average, long term res-
idents of the town, with an average
22 years residency... .. .

. They showed a strong support
for spending town money on the
acquisition and preservation of open
space; restricting” development
around lakes and, ponds; allowing
private elderly housing and manu-
factured housing in selected areas;
buffer zones between residential
and commercial developments; a
long range road maintenance pro-
gram and’ sewering the Canobie
Lake area.

Respondents were opposed to
changing the minimum lot size for
new homes, sewering the Shadow
Lake area, and expanding mobile
home parks.’ ‘

Some of those who filled out the
questionnaire also showed moder-
ate support for trails in the town
forest; allowing landowners to build
in more concentrated patterns in
return for preserving open space;
townhouses in selected areas:
spending town money to build more
elderly housing; developinga "Town
Center;” and extending sewer to
Millville Lake and Arlington Pond.

None of the residents were inter-

-ested in a shuttle bus service along
Route 28.

In terms of traffic, a large majority
said the Salem Depot is the worst
intersection in Salem, followed by
the intersections at Route 28 and
Route 111, Route 28 itself, Main and
Millville Streets, and Route 28 at the
Post Office. Other intersections
cited as poor were Route 28 and
Cluff Road, Main and School Streets,
Route 28 and Taylor Street, and

Route 28 and Lawrence Road.

Residents gererally like Saiem’s
‘location, with its easy access to
Route 93, mountains, beaches, and
.Boston. In order of preference, other
_respondents like the schools, fire
‘department, people, shopping, po-
lice department, quality of life, Town
=meeting, town services, atmosphere,
VIt's not Massachusetts,” and the
-highway department. One persan
.each responded that he/she likes
‘the colorful locals, senior citizen
.activity, new mall and hospital, good
mix of residential and commercial
-use, no sales tax, the Kelley Library,
"knowing town officials and Ross
«(Moldoff), Kate (Welch), and Su-
‘zanne (Doucette) who are all plan-

i

dents’ dislikes

h taxes top list of

e §fesfef :

ning department officials.

Topping the list of things resi- °
dents said they don't like about -

“Salern’is the high tax rate, traffic, |

and growth and congestion. Sevéral
people also said there were too
many malls, no affordable housing, ©

no public transportation, no public
participation and no hospital.
Also on the list of dislikes was the

R

T

‘appearance of Route 28, road con-

ditions, water and sewer rates, polit: *

ics, "stacked” town meetings, no
sewerage for all, too many laws, and
no garbage pickup. Others said the
contractors run the town, there is
no downtown area, they don't like
the way the town is run, the police
department, the selectmen, and the
lack of zoning enforcement.

Out of all the people who did

attend Town Meeting this year, less
than 100 even bothered to fill out
the questionnaire and return it at
all. This illustrates that one more
item should be added to the list of
dislikes about the Town of Salem:
pubic apathy.

e

Tt
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Salem, New Hampshire

/

has just been completely renovated
and expanded and is now available for lease.

BENEFIT
FROM

* A GLA of approxfinately
400,000 square feet

e Anchors such as Bradlees,
Child World, T] Maxx,
Charnnel Hone Center and
Hermans

* Parking for over 1400 cars
e First NH exit off Rte. 93
® Thx-free shopping

TS FOR LEASING INFORMATION CONTACT
Owner - Marie O'Boyle

Roe Eﬂnﬁh&m LONGFELLOW PROPERTIES
M A L | (603)893-5541
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Page 11

zelski will also nominate the
next prime minister who in turn
will form a government with
parliamentary approval.

One by one, lawmakers filed
up to a wooden box at the front of
the chamber and deposited
printed paper ballots.

Many held up ballots showing
they were voting against Jaru-
zelski. At least three said they
weren’t participating at all be-
POLAND Page 11

Developer
To Fill Wetland
At Mall Site

BY DIANAW. BROWN

Union Leader Correspondent

SALEM — The town's plan-
ning board and conservation
commission, in the first victory
for a proposed $86 million
“mega mall,” tentatively ap-
proved a wetland filling permit
for several acres inside the site,
the planning director said yes-
terday.

After Tuesday’s late-night
bargaining session, the mall's
developers, New England De-
velopment Co., presented the
final site plans for wetland and
flood-control measures, and the
planning board said it would
approve the permit once the
state’s permits are received.

A second site walk was sche-
duled by the conservation com-
mission after it contested some
of NED's plans.

Planniag Director Ross Mol-
MR 8 ) L‘\(\‘\'l n,m,‘wv
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\s doff said 4.7 acres ofthe lot's 5.2  Albans, Vvt customs station caid week after a two-vear hiatus Vvermont
acres will be filled. The remain- they were caught off guard by caused by deteriorated track. want the pre¢
ing .5 acres will be used as new the large number of passengers. which made the train consistent- weil.
wetlands inside the 83-acre site They were expecting 80 pas- ly late. Tuesday's train from “It's 1mpe
rresult along Rockingham Park Boule- sengers when they boarded the Montreal was the first since immigratior
operty vard and Pleasant and South southbound train in Alburg, VL April 1987. John Carro
and we Policy streets. {nstead, they found 180 people, Burton said. “I1f Amtrak's we can do !
1g that NED has proposed a two- including 23_aiiens vyho rfequired Viontrealer is going o succeed, have. and [
Hd story, 150-store mall for the decumentation, said Noel In- we will need the support of all to the atter
:naers, site. duni. assistant officer-in-charge government agencies. It should sional dele
ike the “The process is moving along. for the St. Albans immigration be looked upon as an opportuni- the case a
care of We're acting on the plans in office. 1y for increased tourist and itself out re
time. and the next big hurdle 1s “We got there with two in- business cervice to the New _——-
ONElinl0 going to be traffic,” Moldoffsaid.  spectors. and normally we would Hampshire and Vermont area.” 2 -
Final traffic ptans will be pre- use four for that number,” he " |,-‘
?h J sented at-an Aug 15 public said. “And because documenta- Bl e
ies and hearing. tion is not passed outin advance, & Exouc Sitk Flowers _i\"' v ’(.'-
For flood and water-quality it creates a difficulty when we :ifimmg |5 { :
{ some- control, NED proposed building get there. because then we have y 3
sn they three detention hasins that to give them the forms o fill t ' 5
v z would retain most storm water out.” ' A
‘Wlth a runoff and direct 1t to deep He said they plan to work out Y Vg
1ty. marshes. the kinks in the inspection .
Citizens for Responsible De- system for the newly restored = g il
velopment, a local watchdog Amntrak service. |7 B
& group. hired an independent But the councilors, who were YY)
. consulting company to review among those who were naot us £
NED's plans. The group con allowed to use the restrooms for NOR
cluded that another retention  two hours, theorized that the CON
pond should be considered for reason behind the delay was not BUS
the site. simply a short supply of agents. 35
ome Voldoff said the group’s pro- ~1 think customs was angry || e C
posals will be reviewed. but the with Amtrak and that customs | *B
town will likely follow advice wanted some of the Amtrak | o N
swer from its hired consultant, peter funding for additional U.S. Cus- P
Smith of Weston and Sampson  toms positions. But that's why o P
H KEngineers [nc. in Peabody. were asking the Congressional L)
l‘qued Mass. delegation to investigate and o ¥
a new commit- “We've got an independent. find out why,” Spaulding said. An
~On the way up 1o Canada

jue with partic-

third party to evaluate on behalf

the problem of of the town who is not advocat-  on Monday there were no prob- i
ns and as 4 ing a pro-mallor anti-mallstand.  lems. Canadian customs came pipe

anel, [ thinkit's He's neutral. and he's the one aboard early and the interviews foﬂ‘the
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er. take a Spaulding.
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by Monique Duhamel ,

SALEM — By unanimous vote,
the New Hampshire Health Servi-
ces Planning and Review Board
denied the application to construct
a hospital in Salem.

Health NorthEast, parent com-
pany of Manchester’s Elliot Hospi-
tal, had filed a certificate of need
(CON) application with the board
“for a 90-bed regional hospital on
land off Veterans Memorial Parkway.

They will appeal the denial and go

all the way to the Supreme Court if

necessary.

Board member John Hammond
said the board was dealing with the
issue of separating needs from
wants.

Fellow board member Edward
Haseltine agreed. “It’s perfect evi-
dence of want. We have to separate
needs and wants. There’s no need
down there,” he said. "it’s going to
be a long day until | approve any
new bedsin acute care hospitals in
this state.”

Board chairman Leigh Bosse said
he tried to justify a favorable vote.
] have tried and tried to find a

way to vote for this but it doesn’t

meet the standards,” he said.

The board voted 9-0 to deny the
CON application. Board member
Ruth Gniffin, who serves as execu-
tive councillor for N.H. District 3
which includes Salem, was not
present for the meeting and did not
vote.

The board also turned down a
proposal for an expansion to the
Elliot Hospital in Manchester.

Health NorthEast first filed the
CON in the fall of 1987. The Health

Hospital proposal denied

Services and Review Board only -

had standards for additions to'exist-
ing hospitals. The board decided to
draw up standards for new hospital
construction, which delayed the
process by one year. g

The CON application was re-
submitted in the fall of 1988 and had
to overcome several hurdles. The
proposed Senate Bill 120 in the
state legislature would have placed
a two-year moratorium on new
hospital construction. It was amen-
ded. o

Then, Parkland Medical Center
of Derry requested that the Health
Services Planning and Review Board
dismiss the CON application. The
board unanimously denied that re-
quest.

Along the path to seeking appro-

val for the CON, Health NorthEast

established offices for the Salem
Regional Medical Center (SRMC)
at 2 Keewaydin Drive, and estab-
lished an advisory committee com-
prised of local residents. They also
purchased 10 acres of land for the
hospital construction, located behind
the Salem District Court House.

The SRMC also received a var-
iance and a special exception from
the Salem Board of Adjustment to
build the hospital in- that location.
Town Meeting voters also approved
an access easement over town
owned land for the SRMC.

After all these processes, the
Health Services Planning and Review
Board held two public hearings on
the CON. The first hearing was in
May, the second in June. Both fea-
tured proponents and opponents of
the hospital construction. Among
the opposition were representatives

of Holy Family Hospital, Lawrence
General Hospital, Parkland Medical
Center and St. ’Los'eph’s Hospital in
Nashua. S .

"The opposition argued that an-
other hospital would increase health
care costs .and that there were
enough hospitals in the greater
Salem area.

Proponents related horror sfo-

. ries about nearby hospitals and said

the need for a hospital in Salem
does, indeed, exist. Several doctors
said there is a great difficulty in
scheduling operations at area hos-
pitals and the quality of care at
these facilities is a concern to them.

They also said the Salem popula-
tion, and the daily expansion of
population due to work and shop-
ping facilities, would make use of
the hospital. Health NorthEast offi-
cials said the hospital would serve
the greater Salem area, including
Hampstead, Atkinson, Windham.
Pelham and Salem. Opponents say
there are several hospitals within 15
minutes of the area. On that list are
the Exeter Hospital, Hale Hospital
in Haverhill, two Lowell hospitals
and two Nashua hospitals.

Salem is the sixth-largest com-
munity in the state and is continuing
to grow, yet is the only one of the
nine largest communities without
its own full-service hospital.

The worsening health care cli-
mate in Massachusetts was also a
point in the public hearings held
before the review board.

Health NorthEast can begin their
appeal process once they recewe
writien confirmation of the board’s
denial.
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’Garde“n Club honors 7%
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Commercial Landscaping
Awards recipients

The Salem Garden Club an-
nounced their 1989 Commercial
~ Landscaping Awards. The awards
were presented to six Salem busi-

. nesses on Tuesday, Aug. 8, in the -

- Salem Municipal Office Building,

‘prior to the regular Planning Board
meeting.

The Salem Garden Club commit-
tee, including Doris Flaherty, Sally
Logan, Doris Lambert, and Town
Planning Director Ross Moldoff, re-
viewed over two dozen commercial
sitesin Salem. The committee chose
six sites as outstanding examples of
landscaping and beautification:
Breckenridge (North Broadway),
Wickson Corners (Ermer Road/
Route 111), Rockingham Mall (Cluff
Crossing Road), 99 Restaurant
(South Broadway), Nettle’s Mall
{South Broadway), and Rockingham
County Trust (North Broadway).

Moldoff said, "These sites are
beautiful attributes to our town.
They show how some commercial
property owners who care about
the community can put up attrac-
tive buildings and maintain appeal-
ing settings.” Mrs. Flaherty said,
“The Garden Club hopes these
awards will stimulate other com-

mercial sites to add landscapingand -

thereby beautify the town.”

Several other sites in town were

lauded by the Garden Club commit-
tee and given Honorable Mention
recognition. Theseinclude: Newman
Ford (South Broadway), D’angelo’s
(South Broadway), May’s Florist
(North Broadway), and Market
Basket {South Broadway).

This is the third consecutive year
of Garden Club awards to commer-

- cial sites.
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"SALEM — Charnan Bray, the
town’s new Assistant Planner, began
her duties this Monday in the Mu-
nicipal Office Building.

Bray will assume the duties for-
merly assigned to Kate Welch, prior
to her departure. These duties in-
clude long range planning, such as
the capital improvements plan,
master plan update, zoning, subdi-
vision and site plan amendments, a
town land report and an open space
plan.

Additionally, Bray will have daily
administrative tasks including pro-
viding support to the Conservation
Commission and the Affordable
Housing Task Force. She wil| also
provide back up to Planning Direc-
tor Ross Moldoff in reviewing plans,
meeting with applicants, enforce-
ment and attending meetings.

Bray received her BA. from the
University of New Hampshire in
1980. She completed her advanced

Fihinc

New Assistant Planner on board <,

seminar in hogsing police in the fall
of 1988. She also completed her
coursework for a Master of Arts in
Public Policy from Tufts University
in the spring of 1989.

She has previously worked for
the Women’s Institute for Housing
and Economic Development as a
graduate intern in 1988. Frorm 1985
to 1987, she worked as a protective
service supervisor for the Senior
Horne Care Services Inc. of Boston,
Mass. In this position, she was re-
sponsible for a five-person crisis
intervention team which provided

assistance to elder victims of abuse

and neglect.

Bray has also served as interim
director of the Elder Homeless Pro-
gramn 1987, assisting caseworkers
in locating permanent housing for
chronically homeless elders.

From 1984 to 1985, she served as
an evening manager at a live-in psy-
chiatric facility, the Wild Acre Inns,
in Belmont, Mass., where she was

responsible for crisis intervention
and ongoing clinical assessment.
Locally, she has served as the direc-
tor of the Seabrook Community
Action Program in Seabrook, N.H.

Bray said she applied for the posi-
tion in Salem because she is inter-
ested in the growth in the area.

"Salem is an extremely fast grow-
ing community and has taken some
interesting steps in the areas of
conservation and affordable hous-
ing,” she said. “l wanted to get in on
the progress.”

Her goal, in addition to the ones
assigned to her by Moldofi, is to
encourage more public involvement
in the planning process, and in con-
servation and affordable housing
1Ssues. .

“We're happy to have Charnan
on board,” Moldoff said. "She’s very
enthusiastic and confident. We look
forward to the assistance we're sure
she will provide.”

Moantinnod fram PanoA
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It looks like Planming Director
Ross Moldoff will have to eat his
words. In January, he told The
Observer that there would be slow
growth in 1989. Well, the poor man,
his staff and the planning board are
almost pulling their hair out over the
enormous number of projects going
into the planning department.

Tuesday night’s planning board
agenda had 21 plans listed on it,
although the board did not come
close to addressing all the agenda
ittemns.,

Among the plans in line for review
are two Route 28 shopping centers
(which we really need); the pro-
posed mega-mall; a new location for
Kentucky Fried Chicken, further
south on Route 28; a 40-seat restau-
rant on Main Street, next to Parcel
Plus; a relocation of the corkscrew
rollercoaster at Canobie [ ake Park;
a gas station and convenience store
on the former site of the Canobie
Fish and Game Club on Lowell
Road (the Klemm plan); residential
subdivisions totalling more than 150
lots; another industrial building on
Northwestern Drive; a new Indian
Head Bank site (directly south of
May’s Florist); an expansion to
Canobie Market; and an expansion
to the Spicket Valley Credit Union.

That looks like enough to keep
the board more than busy for a
while. Moldoff said some plans have
to wait up to a month to be heard
and hopes that people will under-
stand and be patient. "We're going
as fast as possible,” he said. "There's

just too many plans.”
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;;nally people are seeing some progress, some
«. said Christopher Zajac

of Rochester. a

mber of the Polish labor movement Solidarity.
s fled Poland in 1982 about the time martial

was declared.
POLES

Page 6

some progress, some hope."

— Christopher Zajac. Rochester

joodness most mosquitoes
sn this one appears to be
an electron microscope,
oo (File Photo)

WINDHAM (AP) — A loaded
police officer's gun found by a
5-year-old girl is the business
only of the police and the girl's
family, the police chief said, but
town leaders said they want an
explanation,

Erica Hellman. found the gun

near her house last week and,
thinking it was a water gun,
brought it home. Her mother,
Jean Heilman, said she took the
weapon away before any harm
was done.

The }{(-Hm’;n; b caay 1)

B17/8F Union Lea der

Loaded Police Gun Found Near
Stoltz-Gurney MurderSxene

Stoltz-Gurney. whose friend,
Roger Whittemore. wag found
dead in her backvard Feb. 15
Stoltz-Gurney, 48. is recovering
from a gunshot wound to the
head and has accused her ex-
hushand, George Gurney_, of
attacking her and Whittemore,
Windham Police Chiel Nor-
man Crawford would not say
whether any connection has
been made between the cun and
the crime. He said only that the
gun belengs to a police officer
and_ihat the officer has been

Mm!mg victim Miriam

GUN Page 10

Former Salem Planner Indicted

Union Leader Correspondent

SALEM — Former planning
board member Charles T,
McMahon was charged vester-
day with tryving to extort money
from three Salem businesses by
threatening (o kill or block work
before the Planning Board.

McMahon was indicted ves-
terday on 15 counts of extortion
and perjury charges.

“I've never taken one red

cent for anything that I voted for

In my whole life,” McMahon said

On Extortion, Perjury Charges
By DIAN. : T~ vesterday—denvime dabsolurels

and unequivocally™
tions,

Acting U S. Attorney Peter
Papps said in 4 prepared stute-
ment that the alleged actions
were taken in 1985 whon MeMa
hon was on the Salem Planning
Board.

A federal grand jury in
Concord charged McMahon with
five counts of conspiring or
attempting to extort money from
Honda Motor Cars of Salem,

the allega

e due in Manchester next
it Deerfield and Wilton, and
GOk Pages 34-37

110 to remain alive in the
ron Baseball Tournament at
Page 39

#in't rent to an unmarried
ng-in-sin” ruling. Page 56

Yinthe north and on the coaxst
morrow with highs reaching
s will be in the mid- 1o high
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. TODAY'S CHUCKLE
There's one good thing about
children At least they
never pull out photos of their
grandparents.

a Little Prayer

We have been touched by You
this day, Lord, in ways we do not
know. Thank you for the count-
less blessings You are bestowing
upon us in this time of prayer
Amen.




olice sald. -

as Geore Lyman. 26.
ttied was reported
onditon at Huggins
Woltfeboro with head

hua Boy
Attacker

A (ADP) — While de-
i« kidnapping to po-
ear-old boy identified
v as the man who had
Linto a rooming house
point  and sexually
him.

arrested Gerald il
harged him with Kid-
and felonious sexual

mgster reported that a
-cached him at aboul
Wednesday. pulled a
1 forced him into &
Jouse. police said.

v was released after a
.o and told a police
yout the incident.

Lt. Steven Closs said
Icers were talking with
hey gster identified
<mar . the assatlant

+ Guard Adds

trol Boat To
ish Security

sSMOUTH — The Coast
is expected 10 receives
Stoday of a new. 1 10-foot
hoat that will sugment
Bush's

at  President
nnkport home.

Coast Guard announced
ve ocutter, christened
or. also will be used 1n
and rescue missions as
v enforeement. It the
new cutter assigned to
pat Coast Guard Distric

car. the service an
!

Island Class cutter was
v Bollinger Machine Shop
ipyard, Lockport, La The

i« based on the 110-foot
r Thronyeroft hoats from

Britain, Official commis-
g will take place in Sep-

7,oac

idmium Levels
| Deer, Moose

ngerously High

Avanti Auto Sales, and Chan-
dler's Service, Inc, known as
The Toy Store.

MceMahon is also charged with
nine counts of promoting unlaw-
ful activity when he allegedly
used a haison in Salem to call
from his job at the MIT Lincoin
Laboratories in Lexington,
Mass., altempting to extort mon-
ey from the Honda dealership.

ITe is also accused of perjury
while testifyving as a witness to a
federal grand jury during the
investigation.

“T've done nothing improper.”
caid McMabon, who served as a
ctate representative. chairman
of the Salem School Board,
member of the Salem Board of
Adjustmernt and executive assis-
tant to former LS. Sen. Thomas
Melntyre.

“T've lived here for 30 vears
and vou won't find anyone who
savs 1 threatened them.” caid
McMahonof 7 Benning Road.

McMahon was & member of
the board from 1983 until his
resignation in 1986.

The continuing investigation
by the FBI and U.S. Attorney's
office has already brought down
two in the pavotl scheme.

SALEM-

(Continued from Page Onel

William D). Hicks of Salem was
sentenced to four years in 1987
after being found guilty of
extorting $5,000 to $10.000 from
James Proko, owner of the
Honda dealership. o influence
the town's planning board mem-
bers in 1985, Thomas Noucher of
Methuen, Mass. was convicted of
obstructing justice and lying 10
FBI agents. He s now serving &
four-year jail sentence.

Salem Planning Director Ross
Moldoft said he was surprised (o

learn that the FBI indicted
McMahon.

“1didn't find him suspicious in
the least,” he said.

Emil Corrente.a 15-year plan-
ning board member who served
with McMahon at the time. said
he doesn't have "any recoliec-
tion of anything evil or wrongdo-
ing.”

But Corrente and Selectmen
Chairman Howard Glhynn said
vesterday that they were not
curprised by the indictments.
“Everyone in town was expect-
ing the shoe to fall. but at the
time I had absotutely no inkling
{hat this was going on.” Corrente
sard.

at the White Mountain National
Forest rest area.

Ovutlawed Groups Plan
Anti-Government Rallies

JOHANNESBURG, South
Africa (AY) Members of
outlawed anti-apartheid groups
said vesterday they would hold a
series of rallies this weekend,
the latest phase in a new
campaign to defy government
suppression of dissent.

In Cape Town, police halted a
march led by Anglican Arch-
bishop Desmond Tutu in sup-
port of the opposition cam-
paign.

The police escorted Tutu and
about 60 other people back to St.

zeorge’s Cathedral about 30
minutes after they began march-
ing through the city center
protesting the arrests of former
prisoners who were defying
restrictions imposed on them.

Plans for the weekend rallies

were announced at a news
conference at the Central Meth-
odist Church in downtown Jo-
hannesburg. Plainclothes police
officers were present and confi-
scated a reporter’s tape-record-
ing of the announcement.

Spokesman: President Supports
History-Making Polish Developments

fing to the Coast

KENNEBUNKPORT. Maine

(AP) — President Bush's chief
spokesman <aid vesterday thal
Bush supports poland’'s move
toward a ~remarkable and hi-
tory-making” non-commurnist
government.
t The vacationing President
- was keeping close tabs on Polish
developments, said Presidential
press  secretary AMarlin  Fitz-
water.

While the summer White
House reacted cautiously 1o
vesterday's reports of Polish
President Wojciech Jaruzelski's
approval of Solidarity Leader
Lech Walesa's plan for a coall-
tion government, officials pri-
vately were enthusiastic.

“Pwo years ago. no one in the

United States would have pree

this could happen. Of
we're happy., extremely
aaid asenior administra-
who spoke on the

dicted
COUrse
happy”

Ao al

‘s vaven

Fitzwater said Bush and Wa-
lesa “talked about the political
process and the prospects and
about Lech Walesa’s personal
feelings about his role. ... The
President understands the vari-
Ous pressures that are on Mr.
Wwalesa and he (Walesa) 18 very
concerned about the new gov-
cernment, about Solidarity’s abil-
ity Lo step in and take over the
new gmernmem,"

Aides said Bush was told of
the latest development — Jaru-
selski's acceplance of Walesa's
plan — when he returned {from a
morning boating and fishing trip
on the first full day of a
three-week vacation at his
oceanside home.

“We're watching the sjtua-
tion. We continue 1o watch the
cituation. But there are still
many unanswered questions.”
Fitzwater said.

“Qertainly a NON-COMMUnist

MARIA JOHNSON of Noshu
et Poland in 1949, returne!
once, and now says she wi

ing the undercover investigation
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| Former Salem Official
- Faces Up To 85 Years

McMahon Accused of Extortion, Perjury

By DIANA BROWN
Union Leader Correspondent
SALEM — Charles T. McMa-

hon, the former planning board
member accused of trying to
solicit payoffs, faces a maxi-
mum of 85 years in jail and $4.3
mithon in fines if convicted.

McMahon was indicted on 17
counts of extortion. perjury and
uniawful telephone use last
week.

U.S. Atiornev Peter Papps
yesterday said McMahon will be
arraigned Aug. 30 at the federal
court in Coneord on c¢harges that
~. he attempted to extort money
- from Honda Motor Cars of
Z.Salem, Avanti Auto Sales, and
:;Chandler’s Service, Inc., known
«-«as The Toy Store.

i McMahon denied the allega-
S tions last week.

o McMuahon was originally men-
i-: tioned in the extortion case of

TR I8 SR PRI

«~Wilhiam Hicks, who was later
found guilty and sentenced to
Stour years imprisonment in
1987,

Hicks was accused oftryving to
solicit $5.000 to $10.000 from
James Proko, owner of Honda
Motor Cars of Salem, by threa-
tening to have his planning
proposal delaved ifhe refused to
pay. Proko rejected the threats
and agreed to wear an FBI
recording device to monitor
discussions with Hicks.

Evidence presented at Hicks’
hearing revealed that he spoke
with MeMahon on several ocea-
" sions at his office in Lexington,
Mass.
> . In the three cases involving
i Salem car dealerships, McMa-
=~ hon allegedly told Hicks that he
= Wwas “in a difficult personal
> financial situation and needed
w-money,” and urged him to act as
w——an intermediary to coerce kick-
$=backs from the business owners,
gthe indictments said.

b 53

A#fn,bM&hh‘ou‘»ﬁu;mwuvntnnc'-uo-uuq
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Through Hicks, McMahon al-
legedly sought a $1.000 payoff
from Michael T. Demers of
Avanti Auto Sales by threaten-
ing to block his expansion pro-
posal, which went before the

HANOVER, Mass. (AP) — A
Hanover man who died after
climbing into a septic tank in his
backyard last weekend may
have been poisoned by invisible

’Q‘N!HNNQNN\‘!*’!NW'«’!h.»%v’c

McMahon will be
arraigned Aug.
30 at the federal
court in Concord .

board on Nov. 26. 1935 The
board voted to approve the site.
but McMahon abstained. meet-
ing minutes said.

McMahon also urged Hicks to
approach a friend of David E.
Chandler of Chandler’s Service
to arrange to Uput some money
in an envelope” and make a
32.300 payment if he wanted his
site plan approved by the board,
the indictment said.

Minutes of the Oct, 8 1983.
planning board meeting reveal
that McMahon seconded the
motion to approve the Chandler
site plan.

In the Honda Motor Cars
scheme, McMahon allegedly
asked Hicks to approach Proko,
convince him that he was acting
on  behalf of “powerful and
influential people” on the plan-
ning board and extort a payment
it he wanted his proposed sjte
plan approved. the indictment
sald.

Acrording to June 11 plan-
ning hoard minutes when Pro-
ko's proposal came before the
board, “McMahon had some
concerns as to the possibility of
traftic problemsin the area” and
that the site was within 2,000
feet of another car dealership
which viclates a town ordi-
nance.

After agreeing to a legal
opinion from town counsel,
McMahon motioned to approve
the Proko site plan, and the
board unanimously agreed.

McMahon was a well-known
figure in town, sitting on the
Salem school and adjustment
boards. He also served as a state
representative and executive
assistant to former U.S. Sen.
Thomas Mcintyre.

Methane Suspected |n Mass. Man’s Death

phen Tucker. “Unf'ortunately,
methane gas is colorless and
odorless, and it can be very
dangerous.”

Odorlese mothann wne oo

teindin on the job in the 2.000-person  ate panel recemm Y-

[

5V, of Hollis.

o

Up a Tree

chester’s Victory Pa

The branches of a tree in Man
like the ideal place to spend a sunny afterncon for M

(Staff Photo by |

Need for Rest Home [
Questioned by Counc

By DONN TIBBETTS
State House Bureau Chief
CONCORD — The Executive
Couneil last week put otf approv-
ing a $106.400 amendment to an
Electronic Data Systems con-
tract because it appeared that

. the state was going to pay $3

million a year to compile data to
determine where and how many
nursing home beds will he
needed in the state in the
future.

Councilor Peter Spaulding of
Hopkinton complained that $3

tude of computerize
vices for the entire d
“The request to
tnadvertantly gave
ous impression the e
the 4-year contract
was for the nursing
which the Legislatu
ed,” explained Mong
“Actually, the maj
the $3 million cont
fiscal accountability
tire Medicaid progr:
Hampshire. That in
enrollineg nfnravidarc
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N.H. firm
to pay fine

and restore
wetlands

A New Hampshire com-
pany has agreed to pay a
850,000 fine to settle a suit
by the US Environmental
Protection Agency charging
that it illegally filled more
than six acres of wetlands.

.Constructton industries
Inc. has also agreed to spend
an estimated $500,000 re-
storing and replacing the
damaged wetlands. In ex-
change, the agency agreed to
drop its suit,

“We would have sought a
much larger fine had the
company prolonged Htiga-
tlon,” safd Paul Keough, act-
ing regional administrator
of the EPA. “Because of the
company's cooperation, we
were able to concentrate on
getting the wetands restored
and replaced quickly, in-
stead of spending public re-
sources and time in pro-
longed Itigation,”

The government had al-
leged that the Salem-based
contractor violated the
Clean Water Act between
1877 and 1985 by filling in
wetlands adjacent to the
Spicket River without ob-
taining the necessary feder-
al permits.

Company officials have
maintained in court docu-
ments that they were un-
aware that permits were re-
quired. Construction Indus-
tries offtclals could not be
reached for comment.

Keough said the key to
the settlement was the com-
pany's agreement to restore
or replace ali the damaged
territory. “There will be no
net oss of wetlands. That
was our most Important
goal.”

Keough said much of the
area s belleved to be gal-
vageable. Most of the wet-
lands will be restored by re-
maving the Hllegal fill matert-
al. Under the agreement, the
company will replace the
wetlands that cannot be re-
stored.

Wetiands serve as breed-
Ing grounds for fish and
wildlife, and act as a buffer
agatnst floods and as naty-
ral pollution filters,

“Wetlands are a critical
natural resource that s dis-
appearing at an alarnming
rate, especially in areas up.
der heavy developmental
pressure such as southern
New Hampshire,” Keough
sald. “EPA will use its aq-
ministrative, civii and crimi-
nal enforcement authorities
to carry out the administra-
ton’s policy of no net loss of
wetlands."”

Restoration of the wet-
lands actually began earlier
this month, although agree-
ment on the company’s fine
was not reached untj|
Thursday, Keough said. He
sald there is no timetable for
how long the work wij) take.

~ADRIAN WALKER
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Pléiiiners approve sev

SALEM — The planning board
approved two ‘retail buildings on
Lowell Road, a restaurant on Main
Street and an industrial building on
Northwestern Drive at their meet-
ing last Tuesday night.

They also told Keewaydin Prop
erties Limited to pay up or else.

In a letter to Kent Locke of Kee-
waydin, Planning Director Ross
Moldoff told Locke he was con-
cerned about not receiving the im-
pact fees Keewadyin had agreed to
pay the town.

Keewaydin had agreed, as part of
a subdivision approval, to pay
$100,000 towards Pelham Road im-
provements and $17,000 for traffic
signalization by August 11, 1989.

“The inability to resolve this mat-

[ gl S

¢
September 6, 1989 THE SALEM OBSERVER Page 3

ter despxte almost two years since

letters from the Town; reflects
poorly on your company and frus-

trates the Planning Board’s desire  stances to do everythmg the town

,;‘Twants

to 1mprove the Pelham Road cori

dor,” wrote Moldoff in his letter.-*
Moldoff recommended to the

planning board that no further site

plans be approved on lots in the .-

Keewaydin subdivision until the

money was received by the town. .

Locke, who appeared at Tuesday

night’s meeting, said the money was

forthcoming.
“We approved a plan contingent

upon you depositing the money by

August 11, said planning board
member Joseph Gagnon. “As far as
I'm concerned, you are vxolatmg

eral plans

your sxte plan approval
the original approval and numerous é

“ certificate of occupancy be issued -

2,

S

- "] 'amas frustrated as you are,”
I_ocke responded. "We are trying ;
under a very difficult set of circumz} -

Planners reviewed the Data Elec-
tronics site plan for a 20,000 s.f.
industrial  building at 28 to 32
Northwestern Drive, in part of the
Keewaydin subdivision. |
. They .did not follow Moldoffs .
directions. Instead of withholding}
approval on the site plan, they ap4
proved it on the condition that noj.

for the building until Keewaydin has
paidthe $117,000 owed to the town.

- mSee PLANNERS Page 4
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‘pénalty for drug dealers

Fremont Rep. William McCain, head  a bill that would mandate judges hand
of#" subcommittee, sponsored the bills down heavier sentences against those
¢4 . for the death penalty for drug  convicted of selling drugs within 1,000
kingpins and the tax on alcohol. feet of a school.
. ] haven't given up on either of those, It also chose to create a 17-member
- but I'm also not tilting at windmills,” oversight committee of top legislators
I Mr. McCain said. “Let’s not put some- and bureaucrats to review the state’s
3 thing out that as a subcomumittee is role int President George Bush’s recently
going to make us look silly, because introduced $7.9 billion anti-drug pro-
p frankly I don’t believe the money is  8ram.
g  going to be there next year and the death
.. penalty politically makes too many peo- The full committee is expected to go
s  plenervous.” along with the subcomnmittee’s findings

sation makes

ink twice

. By Jim Van Anglen al authorities hinted last week.
Eagle-Tribune Writer Ask anyone around town hall
. . and they will throw out at least

SALEM, N.H. — With mil-  two or three names that are ru-

Ar5/5

g lions of dollars from developers  mored to be under the threat of
: :' g pouring into Salem during the  federal indictments.
BT past several years, the tempta- Guessing when and where

tion for town officials to skim a8 the federal ax falls next might
little bit off the top has grown, e the hottest game in town.
Plgnning Director Ross Moldoff While not discussing the
said. . charges against Mr. McMahon,
But a four-year probe info  Mr. Moldoff said the growth in
political corruption by the Fed-  town in recent years helped it
eral Bureau of Investigation pecome ripe for temptation.
has a way of making people “‘Real estate is big money.
think twice, he said. We should be surprised that this
The temptation has been  hasn't happened before. You're.

chilled by the investigation by  pot talking about Joe Blow sub-;
the FBL,” Mr. Moldoff said. “If  diyiding a house for his kid,”’
anything good comes out of this, gy, Moldoff said. You're talk-"
it’s that it's going to make any-  jng about multimillion dollar’
MyMtMcg." ' projects.” .
That investigation has ak Still, he cannot understand’
ready led to the conviction of why someone would think buy-:
two people and the recent in-  jng yotes was needed. :
dictment of former planning “It’s always been, if you
board member Charles T. Mc-  pring in a good plan (with all
Mahon — who allegedly tried to  the right permits), it will get
take a bite out of the forbidden  zpproved in this town,” he said.
fruit by shaking down local  «yqyu never needed to buy votes
businessmen for thousands of
dollars. Please see SALEM,

More people may fall, feder- Next page, this section

Character. citizenshin
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officials mg

1es:
visiting Gary Bergeron
'8 board over a sjte plan
for $1,000. Mr. Bergeron
loucher stops visits unti
Jpoenaed Mr. Bergeron.
ke down local car dealer
‘oard that night delays

mtinues shake down of
'een the two, Mr. Hicks
aurant on Route 28, Mr,
ersation,

¥ys todelay approval of
ayoff, It ig eventually

Jury subpeona, F.B.I

éron meet at a Burger
an FBi wire,

Hicks.

lighi~days later h

e is sentenced to foir
§ appeal is denied in

WN—Q—S From Page 19

to get your plan approved.”

Since 1985, six out of seven plan-
ning board members have Jeft of.
fice. While that attrition stems
from many reasons, the FBl inves-
tigation played 3 role, Mr. Moldoff
said,

The planning boarq approved a
code of

was also partly responsible.
Mr. Moldoft said 1985 wag a

y fall in

growth year in town, with 42 com-
mercial plans — 93 for such busi-
nesses as egr dealerships ang
shopping malls — coming before
the planning board for approval.

In 1984, 27 major commercjg]
projects were considered by the
board. Like other towns in the
area, businesgeg and houses were
Springing up everywhere in Salern
in 1985,

several planning board votes,

Many local Players in
Planning Board probe

Here are the Some of the play-
ers involved in the ongoing federa]

probe of the Salem Planning
Board:

THOMAS NOUCHER, Nowell

Court in Salem. Owner of the for-
mer 400 T annoo

Now serving four years in a feder-
al prison,

GARY mmznszZ‘ Owner of
Lincoln Electric, ang ffice
building in Salem,

HONDA MoTOR

CAR compa.
NY: Tha .

P 2 S

Pay off or your site plans may
be delayed or killed by the board,

Mr. McMahon
pleaded innocent to

grand jury. The allegations

Perjury, attempted extortion, ys-

ing a telephone to commit an inter- jury found him guilty of obstrye.
conspiracy to

state crime and
comimit extortion,

The indictment repeatedly linksg
Mr. McMahon with William D.
Hicks, convicted two years ago for
trying to extort $5,000 to $10,000
from James Proko, owner of Hon-
da Motor Car Company on Route

last week
17 charges
handed down Aug. 9 by a federa]

8. It also

a convicted middie
are:

edly on behalf of Mr. McMahon.

the Aug. 9 indictment
McMahon.

i

' Donald P, Lewis, D.D.S,
Haverhil] Dental
>mmcam8m, Ine.

Proudly Announces
the Association

of

D Dirsrrme o

alleges that he at-

tempted to Squeeze money out of
Mr. McMahon allegedly told them. Avanti Auto Sales {$1,000) and

Chandler’s Service Ine, ($2,500),
Salem native Thomas Nouche

man, is now

serving a four-year sentence in 3

electrician Gary Bergeron alleg.

Mr. Noucher was not named in
against Mr.,
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Two more

LAWRENCE EAGLE-TRIBUNE »

Here js how probe
has progressed

Here is a quick look at the dateg and times:

Late 1984: Thomas Noucher starts visiting Gary Bergeron
weekly, saying problems with the planning board over a site plan
for his Main Street business can be fixed for $1,000. Mr. Bergeron

- refuses. The plan is later approved. Mr. Noycher stops visits untj]

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 1989

official§ may fq

Salem From Page 19

to get your plan approved.”

Since 1985, six oyt of seven plap.
ning board members have Jeft of-
fice. While that attritiop stemg
from many reasons, the FB] inves.
tigation played a role, Mr. Moldoff
said.

Many Jocal )
Planning Bo

Here are the some of the play-

. €rs involved in the ongoing federal
Feb. 12, 1986: Mr Noucher and Mr. Bergeron meet at a Burger probe of the Salem Planning
King in Methuen, Mass, Mr. Bergeron wears an FBI wire. Board:
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July 1987: Federa) grand jury indicts Mr. Hicks.
Sept. 22, 19g7. Mr. Hicks’ tria] begins, Eight days later he js
found guilty of attempted extortion. In Noy. he is sentenced to foyr

] THOMAS NOUCHER, Nowel]
/f years in jail and mygt Pay a $10,000 fine. His appeal is denieq in

Court in Sajer Owner of the for-
June, 1988.

1

5

:

>
ooz

Aug. 9, 1989: Federal grang Jury indicts Mr. MecMahon. |
Aug. 30, 1989: Mr. McMahon pleads innocent to a) charges in |
j

Summer ends, but more

in store for fall ¢ library

ATKINSON, NH. — The Super children ages 5 through § win meet

. . i four-year Sentence in federa} pris-
ering. He pleads mnocent. | on.

Sept. 19, 1988: Mr. Hicks beging four-year sentence in federa] ! 28
| prison. | WILLIAM D, HICKS, Formerly M
! Nov. 5, 1988: Court records name Mr. McMahon as person with owned Fitzgerald-Hicks Dodge ow
| whom Mr Noucher was working. Mr MeMahon denjes it dealership on Route 97. In past Ro
é Dec. 8, 1988: Mr Noucher found guilty on two charges, cleared !?:tsu e??i%‘gé’:g?&? &uf;,f as}k
! on racketeering charge. He is fineq $100 and later sentenced to four { land acrgss from that business E..
| yearsin federal priso; , :
|
r

Scoop Special Reading Club engeg Wednesdays at 4 P-m. beginning
¢ Summer reading program with Sept. 20,
an ice cream party at Kimba] Library cards for school chjj.
Public Library. dren are available,
The Friends of the Library pro- Beginning Oct. 93 there will ha
vided the coneg and the prizes for 8 Qotwea. < .

narfisainame.
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NEW HAMPSHIRE SUNDAY NEWS, Manchester (N.H.) — St

By DIANA BROWN
Sunday News Correspondent ‘
SALEM — Homelessness is not a big city

_scourge any longer.

“When vou think of the homeless and people
living on the streets, you think of Boston and New
York City, not Salem, New Hampshire,” said
Selectman Douglas Micklon, chairman of the
town’s newly-formed emergency/shired housing
commitiee. :

-~ But Salem’s homeless problem has doubled in
the last two years. ;
~ Since Sept. 1988, 50 people have sought
‘emergency housing in town, up from 24 people in

eessm—es 1987 according to Salem’s Wel-

71 fare Administrator Robert

: [ Loranger. Twenty-five house-

( holds of individuals and families

» ) have looked for emergency

~ housing in 1889, 10 more than
Ak those assisted in 1987.

More families headed by sin-
gle mothers with children are
K  seeking refuge in the town's

» A motels. Single men are increas-

"' ingly looking for assistance,

Loranger said. Contrary to in-

SALEM ner-city homeless problems

~ where minority groups seem the

hardest-hit, the majority in Salem tend to be
white with low to moderate incomes, he said.

Many have been evicted from their Salem
‘homes and are looking for shelter while they
scoul for new places in a costly market that often
squeezes oul people with lower salaries. Others
tend to be transients who move from town-to-
lown. said Assistant Town Planner Charnan
Brav, also the committee’s secre lary.

Salem’s homeless problem surprised many
lonctime residents like Micklon. I was
shocked,” said Micklon. “We're not a small town
when things like this happen,” he added.

-Residents will also be astounded by the
numbers, Micklon said. “They don't think about
itor they try not to think about i,” he said.
© “Even though the homeless are not as visible
in Salem, it's out there ” said Bray, adding the
committee hopes to'collect more statistics in the
coming months. “We don’t know how big the
probiem is yet,” she said.

. A lot of people will poo-poo the issue because
there aren’t a lo! of people,” said Father Steve
Kucharski of St. Joseph Catholic Church in
Salem. But the problem still persists, he said.

Kucharski placed 15 individuals and two
families this year. Summer months were the
busiest, he said, with about eight people who
needed placement in motels during Julyv and
August. B’ased on that experience, I don't know

g T

RBM Workstation Delay Good News for Digital

:4 BOSTON (UPID — Interna- said Friday.
tecomer to the

»Homelessness Problem Con

. wAlthough workstations repre-

Since Sept. 1988, 50 people have sought emerg
town, up from 24 people in 1987, according to
Administrator Robert Loranger. Twenty-five |
individuals and families have looked for emer)
1989, 10 more than thdse assisted in 1987.

- what fall or winter will be like.” he said.

The emergency/shared housing commitice,
launched earlier this year, is an attempt to
address the burgeoning problem for a town of
nearly 30,000 people. -

_Setling up a temporary sheiter is one of many
issues committee members plan 1o discuss.
Micklon suggested converting a town-owned
building near the Department of Public Works,
oft Cluff Crossing Road. into the shelter,

But Bray questioned whether apening a
temporary shelter might lure people outside of
Salem- particularly out of Massachusetts — to
use the facilily by creating a need rather than
addressing one.

Another potential problem that commitiee
members ought {o consider is that increasing
property values may force motel owners to sell,
uprooting the town’s main resources for tem-
porary shelter, Loranger said.

The committee. however, is making headway
under the auspices of the Affordahle Housing
Task Force. An accessory apartment amend-
ment was passed in March, allowing homeowners
Lo sel up apariments in their houses. Fourteen
people have opted for the plan to date, Bray
saud -

~An affordable housing ordinance was also
passed, and the commitiee is now considering a
shared living plan for elderly people to
double-up in cooperative: living arrangements,
she added.

. Arn incentive plan for developers 1o construct

“w-cost housing is another alternative, Bray
soid. Andordirances-<hould also be re-examined
for~irailer home parks wi
construction.-Satem 1 - over 700 homes in nine
parks scattered thr hout town.

Loranger, who works on the frontlines of
homelessness, said the needs are effectively
being met in Salem. He praised residents for
being responsive to the problem who often call
the welfare office 10 alert officials of displaced
people. “People won't tolerate homelessness,
They don’t want {0 see someone oul on the
street,” Loranger said.

; ~ tems Inc. and Hewlett-Packard
{0 ;l o s
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EDITORIALS

A turn for the better

There is — at long last — light at the end of

the tunnel.

Selectmen were told Monday night the preli-
minary steps in the choice of a permanent Town
Manager are nearly complete. A long list of
applicants has been whittled down. The Board
itself will talk in two weeks with the four candi-
dates who have emerged as the best possibili-
ties and, hopefully, will make their choice.

The names of those finalists is to be made
public by the end of this week.

One thing remains to be done: the four final-
ists will be evaluated and measured for "leader-
ship” potential by a professional firm in Boston
before the Board’s own interviews Tuesday,
Oct. 17. That testing process will provide one
more set of figures by which to judge.

-The selection process, always difficult when
so much is at stake, has been further compli-
cated by the fact the town’s own personnel
director left the public for the private sector in
midstream. He is not to be faulted. The juncture
came at just the wrong time for reasons which
have nothing to do with Salem’s essential
dilemma. And the school district’s personnel
director, Owen Conway has stepped intodoa
particularly good job.

«All tHings considered, Salem has good reason
to hope that before Thanksgiving comes we
will, as a town, have a sound basis on which to
nge thanks.

* % *

The gravity of Salem'’s circumstance — the
absence of long-term leadership — should not
be seen as a failure on the part of Acting Town
Manager Donald Bliss.

'He has performed well: witness the manner in
which the selection process has been handied,
and the dispatch with which he has approached
the matter of traffic safety on South Broadway
in front of the post office. . ‘

.Acting Manager Bliss told the Board Monday
night agreement has been reached on funding
for a professional study of the problem, the
fegleral p?stal service having agreed to come up

with $5,000 and other property owners in the
area having agreed to match the town’s own
$1,000 share of the cost.

So the minor things are being done and the
town is not yet falling apart.

The Town Manager form of government,
however, is not amakeshift business, and it can
prosper only when there is the kind of conti-
nuity which has not been possxble fortoolonga
time.

* ok

The Board of Selectmen’s regularly sche-
duled meeting Monday night was, in itself, a
demonstration of the dimness inside the tunnel
at the end of which we are finally beginning to
see light.

There was a long agenda, most of the items
on it quite properly coming in the category of
“"Manager’s Reports.”

The Board’s own contribution to the meeting,
however, was limited almost entirely to the pur-
suit of trivia: a frustrating debate over whether
or not individual selectmen should be allowed
more than one scheduled topic of discussion
before the meetmg asa whole isopenedupasa
free for all.

All the paralyzmg elements with which the
town’s elected administrative body has been

. crippled in recent years showed up: lone ranger-

ism;, populism, rhetorical diarrhea and ambition.

The choice of a permanent Town Manager
during the coming weeks will not, in itself of
course, insure a return to good government.

The makeup of the Board itself needs res-
ponsible reconsideration, and that means you,
asavoter.ltisa responbnhty we share as Salem
citizens during the next few months, with two
openings on the Board coming up next March.

The choice of a permanent Town Manager,
at long last, is a necessary first step, and that
now seems possible. -

A return to the mature and responsible set-
ting of public policy next March, as opposed to
the pursuit of trivia, will complete the job.

RN
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4 Salem Housing Projects

Face Residents’ Scrutiny
They Fall Under Affordable Housing Ordinance

By DIANA BROWN
Union L fdd! r Corre ‘p ondent

SALE) -~In..;. !l wave of
development under Salem's re-
£ S ;-?‘Ove-‘; affordable
housing ordinance, :- ir moder-
ste-i: }I‘O} '-‘-v;:-'.g
en approval are 1} to
viLerso serutiny by r-_'-. lents
who (car increased traffie and
decressed property values as a
rasult,

Pul Acssistant Town Planner
Charnan Dray welcomes the four
sevelopments, ranging {rom
garden s!)le homes to detached
spgle-family complexcos, ©It has
ts start locally for affordable
hosising)” said Brayv., who also
sorves on the affordable housing
task foree.

The proposed 60 units fall

unaer  the town's ordable
B SiT Hnance — the first i
the slate — which cails for 00
new moderate-income homes 1o
be devel

“It es~ontially grows land” in

development ‘terms, Bray said,
,(c iuse builders are perinitted
7 ingerease the number of units

i the i
The T proposed develop-
Tents ineclude a3 17-23

gle-family home subdivision.
ted Tara Homes. on
ad: a Z4-un’ raen stvle
plex, built four bulid-
5, on Plea ot Street: a
-unit manu tured home
“imunity on Miliville Street
“id s 38-42 doetached sinole-Tame
v o hame project on Wheeler
Avenue in south Salem,

Some of these units will be
“id at regular market value

i

“hile others will be subsidized
v contributions made by deve-

Chuff

lopers to a trust fund. Brav said.
Responding to eriticisms that
the plans’ “moderate income’”
iabel could bring down sur-
rounding property Jues w
the town's aestheti uality,
Bray said, “Theee projects will
not Iook any dillerent than
ow,- < in Salem.”
ualifving tenants n me
under iederai Housing and Ur-
bar Development (H U DV income

gmde]mes but the priority will
be given to Salem residents,
town emplovees and famﬂy

members who could not afford 1o
ve in town, she said.

Families with two chil
aving under a $33.800 annual
wme, up to families with six
ldren, living under a 8240000
annuarincone, could be eligibile
‘for the moderate-income pro-
Eramin Salons based on current
HUD restrictions,

The projects need approval
from the town's planning hoard
and housing autherif,.f before
construction could begin noxt
spring. Bray said.

dren,

Amherst Proposes $32
Tax Rate, Up 9.7 Percent

ANHIEST — The town has
1osed & properiy tax rat
§5. 06 per $1.000 of assessed

valustion

That tax rate propossl Fre
sent to the state Dopariment of
Revenue Administration which
will set the final tax rate.

. The proposed 1989 tax rate

represents a 9.7 “ntoin-
Crease ‘v the 1988 tax rate of

40 per $£1.000 of assessed
valuation

The tovwn portion of the
county tax rate is proiected 1o
drop to $3.47 puer S1.000. &
decrease of 17.7 pereent.

Town Administrator Barbara
Landry said the projected de-
crease in the town portion of the
property tax rates is due to a
surplus at the end of the 1988-
1984 fiscal vear.

The surplus was due to reve-
nues  surpassing  expectations.
Landry said.

-3

3 YR 7 'w; ?
2 {ti‘{i:.: -‘s-

Cnamif‘ipa’ed sources of -

come lor the fown ineluded
380,040 fran current Ui
chunge taxes, st } from the

sale of town propﬂrh and
860.000 from interest charged 1o
late tax bills,

Lendry said the surplus b
offset the lown portian of the
proposed tax rate by about 1 2
per 81.000.

The county portion of the
p*opmcd tax rale jg S per

1.0U0 of gssessed xdma on.up
&;6 percent from the 1988 rate of
$1.72 per $1.000.

The inerease in the county
portion is due in part 1o a refund
granted to the towns in 1008
an overpayment the previous
year,

The schaol portion of 1he
proposed tax rate is $24.19 per
$1.000 assessed valuation, a
projected 153 percent increase
from the 1988 1ax rate 0f$°9,4(3.
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i *Salem and. some ideas on

¢ sastenit

S R - oo

. As we apprmch tbeendoil}m

) iwudtlws:molanewd«m :
seems appropriste to ook at -

* whaere we are and where we are
going, Here are ry thoughts on the
‘major : planning problems facing
sotving

nﬂt
ing through the on Saturday
g off Exit 1 around

morming, comir
5:30 p.m. in the alterncon, or driv-
ing through the Route 111/Route 28

intersection a! rush hour. it'samajor .

lrdﬁcmngnlm‘fherudl
intersections weren't built .
1o carry the tn number
cars wanting to use them.
© We need a yeatly appropriation
for intersection 8, CON-

mprovement
sistent with the Town-wide Traffic’ -

Study. We must also continue to

require impact fees from private " .

i dmbpun fo( their share of traffic

t of Open lp-c-—-‘rhc

munmxmthdumm

 people to Salem is fast disappear-
ing. Farms, wds,amwoodlomare 54
fot r

—Trydrie

Omobef 27 1938 — THE OBSERVER PLUS — Pago 3

Planning in Salem: The 1990s
Ross A. Moldoff, Planning Director

areas in Town has not
it ¢ septic systems continue
te our‘&laku ard threaten

medtabrmsewerstosevua!
disappeared.

for sewer line extensions,

L COTisist-
. entw:ththewﬂs:epoﬂo(the-

Sewer Study Commitiee

Remmbwwbmﬂoutezshodtof
be chosed to through traffic’'due to

flooding? Remember when. Halgh

‘Ave. had 20 inches of water in the ,'
m:ddk?}'kmsoonmforgeﬂom~

flooding and drainage prob-

rinor
of - xiemseamthroughoutthecommum

Long-Runge Planning—
cording to State law, ourPlamhg
Board is supposed to recommend
how the Town should grow and
develop, 50 a8 to protect the bealth,
safety, and the general weliare of
- residents. Unfortunately, the Board

is usually 80 with devel-
opment plans that d any time
bespenton n
We rust update the Plamn,
fund a Capital iImprove-
ments Plan, and revise the format of
meetings tcmakelong-rmgepiam
ning a

priarity
Most of 1hc solutions to theee
problems. sre known—the studies

and reparts are already done. Now, .

- being bulld :
f Iﬂ;wwinlmm
'~towp-m:mol'3ahm’slandam

on wood lots. im
thmiuperceniwmso

sified.
© We need tochang-oufcurrent;
regulations (which theloss -
of open space)’ create incm;k
tives for land preservation. -
When is the I&t W

- «alyfdlmg Of s
3 150rr-luoftmdww,wu50’per "
“cent need substantial rcpmrmpte»
‘ ventative maintenance

Wae need & yearly appropriation .

wetlands, unapproved signs, build
ing and occupyim structures with-

outpermus.andahostofoﬂm:

violations.

Weneedtoexpandeniorcement"
stalf and support tough action

against zoning violators,
Participation -

are developers and

5 engineers, Most -
47 people, even those who live next to

a project, don't come to the meet-

/ ings or care about the issues until

theyseethebuﬂdowslhisa&yays

‘useful to_have neighbors, pro or

con, participate in the discussions
bout 2 project, They know the
ares ond Hve with any curwm or
fumre ptoh!ms &;
of pl or the Town s future is

* for local road improvernents, cor .
the Road M.

Plan developed by thc Enumm
tment. : "
. cial’
: Conflicts—In the last few yuts,
conflicts

and

“ing businesses over traffic, noise,
and other disturbances. This is the

~ inevitable result o growth, a8 both
residential and commercial devel-
opmenis begin o encroach on each

- other. The best example is Canoble
Lake Park and its abutters. Other

: pesidents on Bailey B, SouthrPol--—-

icy St., Fairmont Rd., and Beverly
- Aur are bammg the impacts of
- ‘Jﬂlﬂl'.‘
We must update ouwomxgmap
and regulstions to prevent such
canfiicts

Water Supph

Wa rely on Canobie Lake for the

urucipal waler supply,
et cimy

from Canobse will resed further treat
ment to meet federal standards. We
needmorewateﬁ

. We must support plans to expand
our water supply, congistent with -
the Water Supply Options Study
completed in 1986. E

Sewex!

Extension Program—
Town Meehng voters have rejected
two sewer plmsandsome

mminor extension proposals. But, the

h:gmﬁdtam;l:nmt

and support the

‘We should use newsletiers, mail
ings, epecial

meetings, presentations, -
andomermemstomlormthepub

lic and encourage their
tien in the planning process.

'\'-Aﬂ\too;""
often,theon)yaud-rmeat?lamm; f
1 Boatdmeetmgs pnhhcheaﬁr@}f;

participate.

Weneedayeaﬂyappfq)ﬂamn needthefommdetofo&ow
* for drainage imp e gh, to fund the ~
ent with the Town-wide mm adopt  the amsdmmta.t:nd make
" Study. v v
Zoning Edm.-.ﬂ—Thr ourcurnﬂmvyx - 3
* tremendous growth in houses and ° We made tremendous progress
businesses in recent years brought in the 1980s on many pia insues:
-conespon&ng increase In Toning  wetlands protection, aping -
_ violations and complaints. Yet the . aiong Route 28, ;
manpower to investigate and resolve impaci lees, privately funded road
them was less than we had in 19800 improvements, major * studies on
P owpansion ~_2nd water quality aoital
8, junk car water quality, .
of non-c i us:s,fmmgh ments plans, an update of the 1972

Master Plan, and more. Weneed to

continue this progress in the 19908
and:mmuwudmlosoi\mgme;_

cewvveasd

T AT

Comavamant
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Story of the 80’s:

John “%at g Million” Gates,
Augy 'mont II and John A.
Drake + were looking for an
alternative to Saratoga for horse
racing.

After investing $1 million to
improve the property (as the New

England Breeders Club) with a i

grandstand and mile-long oval
track, they seemed headed for
succens. E

They attracted 10,000 patrons
the first day of racing in June,
1806. But their scheme was shut
down by the State a few weeks
after it began as the troika had
neglected to mention there would
be wagering at’ the racetrack -
something it was quite illegal to
do at the time.

Sitting idle, the N.E. Breeders
Club eventually declared
bankruptcy.

There  followed many many
ambitious plans for the property
until horseracing returned in
1933. 4

An avaiation meet was held
there in October of 1811. So was a
“Gymkhana Athletic Meet & Mil-
itary Field Day.” These ideas had
gone bust when Methuen millio-
naire Edward F. Searles bank-
rolled its purchase in 1812 as a
place for a series of country fairs.
It also served as a staging point
for American soldiers heading
gverseas during World War I.

""The track’was left to New York:

resident Arthur Walker after Sea-
rles’ death in 1820 and he, in turn,
sold the property in June, 1825 for
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Park

1880 FIRE

The racetrack had a surpris-
ingly good start that summer meet
of 1880. Twenty-one days into the
meet, the attendance and handle
were up from previous years. In
fact, opening day drew 15,437
patrons - the highest turnout in

“$1.00«" ! other valuable consid-  five years. .
eratii to the Rockingham The morning of July 29 was like
Motor ©| Jedway Inc. any other morning. I was working
i e Ao mies U pAGE  WINMER
y v s _ Racing History it (A G ala

‘l'hch,’llocltln'lu.

RACEWAY - Rockingha:

way for a balf decade 192

The horse racing track was now
o become a car racing track - first
vith a dirt track, then with a one-
ile, banked wooden track.

More than 40,000 people
howed up for the first auto race,
ar racing lasted until 1930 - then
rometer Lou Smith made his
ush for legalized wagering at
ockingham - and received it.

After first running horse racing

1931 without wagering, Smith
ceived N.H. legislative author-

/ to have the first legalized wag-

ing on thoroughbreds in New

igland in June of 1933,

Thore  “hred and harness rac-
3 co d uninterupted from
1t poli i time until the July 29,

30 fire which devastated the
ndstand.

m Park served as a car ;uce-
5-30.

deadline at the Observer {half
asleep) at 6:00 a.m. when the call
of & “fire” at the racetrack came
over the scanner.

I figured it was another “barrel
fire” - a routine cail the fire
department responded to over
there on a frequent basis. Boy,
was [ wrong.

1 wanted to take a break, how-
ever, o I jumped in my car and
followed the fire trucks over - and
nearly had a heart attack! The
steel and concrete grandstand
was full of thick, dark smoke. It &
minute it erupted all over in
tongues of volcano-like flame,

The building seemed 1o explode
in flame. Giant plate glass win-
dows exploded out into the par-
kinglot. Steel melted like a child’s

'The Rockingham Grand

¥

plastic toy would. In two hours,
the entire grandstand looked like
8 soggy, twisted, smokey metal
salad.

N.H. Jockey Club President Ken

Graf entertained the notion of ~

running races without the grand-
stand, but that idea “went up in
smoke" after questions of liability
were more seriously examined.

It was then time for the parade
of offers to rebuild the track to
start.

DELAWARE NORTH

Perhaps the nastiest fight in the
1880's, literally pitting family's
against family's, came when the
Delaware North company arrived
on the scene with a grandiose
scheme to rebuild Rockingham for
horse and DOG racing - AND (the
carrot in front of the donkey)

Cold sho
fresh air don s

DESIGNATE A DRIVER
«FOR LIFE.

NH Highway Safely Agency

Rockingham

stand and Clubhouse before the 1980 fire.

build a $50 million, 18,000-seat
arena to house the Boston Bruins.

Delware North entered the pic-
ture in the Fall of 1880 when they
plunked down $200,000 for the
exclusive option to the property.

Their whole proposal hinged on
the town accepting dog racing at
the racetrack - something the
town had shot down twice in pre-

vious years.

In 1881, Delaware North .
launched a $50,000 media blitz to
convince Salem voters to approve
their request (which was on the
March 10, 1981 ballot) while, at
the same time, an equal amount of
money was being spent to torpedo
the arena/dog racing proposal.

Continued on page 8

¢ Zebra Finches
(All Colors) $4°° ea.
* Baby Parakeets:

{Only 2 Available}

GRAND

15% Off ALL MARINE FISH
& INVERTEBRATES -

Green $5° Fancy $8°¢
¢ African Touracco's $399.%° 3.

* Hand-Fed Grey Cockateils $79%

* Hand-Fed Blue & Gold Macaw $1,999%°
-« Parakeet Cages $10°°

* Cockateil Cages $39°°

¢ Parrot Cages $49%

* 10 Gallon Black Aquarium $7°

* Aquaclear 800 Powerhead $34%°

¢ Baby Boa Constrictors $499°

* Anoles $1°°

SEA WORLD PET CENTER
356 So. Broadway
Salem, N.H.

898-1441
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