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Editorials - January 9, 2002

Small, dull and dangerous:
Sign ordinances are
a blight on America

ALL ACROSS the country, municipalities are responding to the proliferation of
strip malls and their attendant roadside advertising with new zoning laws. The latest
attempt to impose aesthetics by ordinance is emerging from Salem, where planners
and many residents want to ban new electronic signs and halve the maximum sign
size.

Just how much beauty these regulations would purchase, and at what price, is the
question. It is not clear that the proposed rules would make Salem significantly
more attractive. The signs affected will be in commercial districts, where citizens
have complained about the commercial buildings being too ugly. Salem planners are
considering regulations to force developers to construct more attractive buildings,
so reducing signage will not exactly accomplish much.

Even if the regulations do improve the looks of the place, they will do so at a price.
Shoppers will have a harder time finding businesses, and traffic flow and safety
could be compromised. Take South Willow Street in Manchester, for example.
Drivers there have to strain to read the tiny roadside ads.

Then there is the issue of government overregulation. A blanket zoning ordinance
dictating sign appearance crushes creativity, stifles innovation and imposes a bland
uniformity that is, honestly, just plain un-American.

Remember those great old theater marquees that used to hang in their ornate
splendor over sidewalks in most American towns and cities? They were lost to
municipal sign ordinances. As they broke or were removed, zoning laws prohibited
their replacement. Wonder why virtually every sign in every commercial district in
America is almost interchangeable with every other sign in every commercial district
in America? Sign ordinances.

If Salem residents want to truly beautify their commercial districts, maybe they
ought to consider encouraging creativity and individuality rather than mandating
boring — not to mention potentially unsafe — conformity.
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News - January 7, 2002

Signs could be affected
by proposed changes

By JANINE E. GILEERTSON
Union Leader Correspondent

SALEM — Proposed zoning changes could mean the end of electronic signs as
well as restrictions on the size of signs permitted in the town’s commercial areas.

Instead of allowing new businesses to display a sign up to 200 square feet, signs
would be limited to half that size if a zoning article to change the maximum
allowable size to 100 square feet is approved by voters.

“A 10 by 10 sign is still a decent size sign,” said Ross Moldoff, Salem’s planning
director. “People driving by would still be able to see a sign that size.”

Another zoning article would prohibit the use of electronic signs in the town’s
commercial districts, Moldoff said. However, businesses that use electronic signs
would be grandfathered if the zoning change is adopted.

MoldofF said 16 proposed amendments to the town’s zoning ordinances will be put
before voters at the upcoming town meeting.

“Most of the amendments are geared toward improving the town’s aesthetics,”
Moldoff said. “We are also looking at adding new prime wetlands and adding
incentives to developers to preserve open space.”

Moldoft said the proposed amendments were drafted by the planning board after
results of last spring’s master plan survey revealed that residents want to see higher
architectural and landscaping standards imposed on new commercial developments
in town.

“The survey of residents showed some strong results,” Moldoff said. “They show
that residents have a high degree of concern for architectural design.”

Results showed 77 percent of those who responded to the 26-question survey
wanted tighter architectural design requirements and 80 percent wanted higher
standards for landscaping and screening. Nearly 70 percent of respondents said they
wanted greater restrictions on signs.
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zoning changes,” MoldofY said. “The survey results generated about 100
recommendations for the planning board ”

Page 2 of 2

| Moldoff said not all of the recommendations could be acted on for this upcoming
town warrant and no zoning amendments have been proposed yet to set higher
standards for landscaping. But Moldoff expects to see more amendments proposed
down the road to ensure future developments don’t become eyesores.

“In the "60s and *70s, there were a lot of ugly buildings built,” Moldoff said. “Now
people want to see a more attractive strip along Route 28.”

The proposed zoning amendments to encourage developers to preserve open space
and add new prime wetlands come at a time when less that one-quarter of Salem’s
land is undeveloped, compared to three-quarters in 1962,

H Many of the residents who responded to the survey, which was sent to one out of
every four households in Salem, have lived in town for an average of 22 years and
almost all own single-family homes.

Half of those who responded to the survey said they favored the idea of town
funding to buy undeveloped land for open space.

Moldoft said the planning board will hold a public hearing on the proposed zoning
amendments on Jan. 14.
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WINDHAM

Planner miffed by
McDonald’s ruling

By Chris Markuns
Eagle-Tribune Writer

WINDHAM — A Superior Court judge’s decision to let
the Klemm brothers replace their Windham Country
Store with a McDonald’s restaurant may not spark an
appeal from the losers, but it’s already driven some res-
idents to anger and one official to call it quits.

Judge Patricia C. Coffey ruled last week that the
town’s Planning Board was wrong to decide there were
too many traffic problems in the plan to build a McDon-

Please sec KLEMM, Page 2
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Klemm: Judge

Continued from Page 1

ald’s and Bobil On the Run gas sta-
tion and convenience store in place
of the country stare plaza on the
high-traffic corner of Route 111 and
111A, owned by state Senate Presi-
dent Arthur P. Klemm Jr. and his
brother Thomas.

As the Klemms requested in their
lawsuit, Coffey reversed the board’s
4-3 June vote to reject the proposal,
which came after months of actimo-

gtill rust resolve minor architectur-
al and signage issues with the board,
but Planning Director Al Turner
believes “certainly in the pext
month this thing could have a build-
ing permit”

While neither the town nor the
Citizens to Preserve Windham have
decided whether to appeal, one offi-
cial has already made a choice.

“To be truthful, I'm going to
resign from the board. I'm totally
disappointed,” said board member
Walter Kolodziej, who voted against
the project. “When a court can tell
you what’s best for a town better
than the people there, I don’t agree
with them. I'm not going to have

THE LOTTERY

MASSACHUSETTS

reverses rejection |

anything to do with forwarding this,
andl’mwashmgmyhandsofﬁand
Y1l let somebody else do it.”

He said his resignation would
come “in the very near future.”

Citizens to Preserve Windham
member Donna Morgan, who was
heavily involved in both the Klemm
opposition and a successful court
fight against a firing range proposal
in town, called this the beginning of
“guburban blight” and said ber dis-
appointment in the ruling was
matched only by ber disappointinent
in Sers. Klemm.

“The people that backed him and
put him into office said, ‘Look, this is
our hometown and this is not we
want,* said Morgan, a 22-year resi-
dent. “And again, he’s willing to
thumb his nose at his constituents
for his almighty k.
Sen. Klemmm would not respond o
Morgan’s comments, but said he
wasn't surprised by the ruling and
no decisions have been made yet.

“Obviously we were pleased at the
decision and we’re just going to be
getting together with our advisers
and from there. We’d like to go
forward and it’s something we'd like
to do as soon as possible,” he said. “T
think we followed the rules and the
regulations and I guess obviously
the judge agreed with us.”

The board's narrow majority
based its rejection pritnarily on traf-
fic issues, citing concerns about

safety and vehicle flow
both in the parking lot and around
the already cramped intersection.
But since the town’s traffic consul-
tant — the Klemms and Citizens also
hired traffic experts — eventually

disregarding its own expert’s con-
clusions and denying plaintiffs’
applications based on their unfound-
ed apprehensmn of (back-ups) and

ply: “Once you hire a consultant and
the consultant says the issue has
been taken care of the safety issue is
no longer there, the town has no
choice but to approve it.”

By losing the lawsuit, the town has
also lost valuable leverage over the
project, according to Selectman and

planning board member Margaret
Crisler, one of the three to vote
rejecting the plan With the
reversal, the Klemms can go ahead
with the traffic design as proposed,

the town can't even insist

on changes to
wurried about.

“We may not even see the plan

again to impose further conditivns
ar bave further input into the plan,”
said Crisler. “When you deny & plan
and don’t have a strong case in
court, the down side is the board
foses input into the final design.”
But both Koldziej and Morgan

believe the problem was in Coffey’s "

reasoning, oot the town’s case.

“Regardless of what the court
says, it’s still flawed,” Kolodziej said.
“It’s not a good site plan.”
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Sign propoSal draws

businesses’

Salem business leaders say that to
deny them large, standbout signags is
to deny them business, but Salem

by zmmgkﬁgandﬂashym
ADAM they want them to be
BAROME  ginaller and less flashy in
Staff Wit the future.

This March, the town’s
citizens will get to decide which side

6! with.

o yI‘;‘lgrginxzxnixlgboardlmsse,nttothe
ballot with blessings two amendments
to the town’s zoning cods that would

» Corntinuad from page 1

Moldoff said, while unpleasant to look
at, can also be unsafe by distracting
drivers’ attention from the roads. He
also said that 100 square feet is more
thau enough sign space to get a busi-
ness’ message out. '

If passed, the amendments would
satisfy another tenet of his Master
Plan for the town, which the planning
board approved in November.

The idea has its detractors, howev-
er.

Greater Salem Area Chamber of
Commerce CEO Amelia Opolski said
she thinks the amendments do not
make good sense for Salem or husi-
ness.

“We don’t foel that Salem can go
backwards,” said Opolski. “Though I
understand the other side, that some
want to revert back to Salem’s bucolic
era, that's not where the town is any-
more.”

Of particular concern to Opalski is
the possibility that creating these new
restrictions on signage could inhibit
competition between businesses
whose signs will be grandfathered in
and new businesses that move to
town.

“Salem has a thriving retail com-
munity and we don’t want to elimi-
nate the possibility for competition
betwven new-and old business. These
amendments mean that new business-
88 couldn’t put up big signs, and that is
what aftracts attention. Secondly,
business conditions are such that in
New Hampshire we don’t want any-
thing else to stop another business
from moving hers in Salem. We used
to have the ‘New Hampshire
Advantage,’ but business taxes have

“risen, and we doo't heve that any-

more.”

Bill Brock, owner of Salem Sign
Company, says he has made signage
for  many  businesses, from
Chirichiello Muffler to Wal-Mart
along the Route 28 corridor, and
agrees with Opolski.

o & o
criicism
prohibit additional electronic reader
boards, the marqueetype signs that
flash or scroll promotionsl messages

being constructed. The plan would
also decrease the allowable sign size
from 200 square feet to IOOSQUBI'Q
feet on signs in rights of way and limit
exterior walls sigos to 100 squars feet
instead of their current noimit status.

Planning Director Ross Moldoft
says the moves are both about safety
and aesthetics. The reader boards,

Pleass see SIGNS page 22

e

"My opinion is that 28 has been
turned into a pretty decent commer-
cial spot for business and for the town
to try to convert it back to a small town
again - I don't think you can convert
Salem back to small town with limited
signage. I think the retail that's on 28
helps Salem, it doesn’t hurt #t," Brock
said.

According to Brock, signage is very
important to small business, especial
ly in a marketplace like Salem where
they're going headtohead with the
big boys like Best Buy and Target.

“If & business doesn’t have a really
good sign that stands out, it will prob-
ably go out of business. Especially if
you're small, it's imperative for the
success of the business.”

"We did a comparison with other
communities that are similar to
Salem, and most have a lower amount
of signage allowed, so communities
are always. trying to address this,”
Moldoff said.

Opolski added, “It will not achieve
anything with aesthetics. It will deter
businesses from coming to town and
could put the town in a legal pickle
because a business might sus the town
for preventing it from bsing competi-
tive.”

Another thing that concerns
Opolski and other opponents is the
fact that safety slectronic message
boards, such as the type placed on
highways to warn of constraction or
delays, will also be banned as the
amendments are currently written.

“If they want to pass an ordinance
to make it more appealing, we would
support it, but we would like to see
more with maintaining buildings and
parking lots, and making sure planters
are around signs and that lettering
stays on. If it's well done and well
designed, I'd rather see one big elec-
tronic sign than a bunch of litte tiny
signs when you'rs driving by. Even
where the Chamber is at the Salem
Marketplace, the little signs are falling
off.”

THE SALEM OBSERVER # January 24, 2002



gV obed ‘ ooy

; ur W&Emnca Sures usaq sey oym ‘vayg

ATUPH Ja¥01q 232159 [wal [RI2IDUILIOD TROOY
i « $3d0w 330y 103 9yeurdordde sesn
30 fPuea jeasd e ST aJoy], "SI9juaD uonng
-IISIp pue Aquiasse o} Funmiorynuew $1930Y
‘sy ©1S3X ‘spojow 09 juswidopasp ey
=31 tuoyy sasn o 301 B smope ey pue [eLysnp
-UT {e12I3UNU0d pauoz s,)] ‘[pored 819 ® yons
S3L,; "101a1p Butuuerd s umo; Yy} ‘Poprow

mmcgw pres ,'sguny) o Jaquinu e aq pmoo 3,
| 'S38N Jo A19LIeA B O [Te PInoo 9o61 adus

JUIDRIASIOY 0} SWOY U3aq DARY oY) SOIOR AR

ay) ‘9133nys reroueuy sy $9s0] red ayy Jy
"£661 90Uts ssaUISNq FuTUTPRp ULaS sey

UOTUM “YOBX} 3Y} Je £2UOW aeIdULT 0] durq

-ured 09pIA yorrjEoRa ssed o} amjerstdor] ayy

$ 9VUTAUGD 0§ Futkn usaq ey UeyeITR) SIiwsk

dAY J0J ‘SYOBI}90RI 0} SoUTUDRW 101S 09pIA
8uwq 03 Aepsinyy, werd e pajeajep aunje(siFa
IS Sy} Iojfe Uoseas Sumeld gogz oy 1Bye
IBO[> 0} sy Lewr Yoer) ay) pres ueyere)

: « &1
-1o1d jou srem sfep 3SOY} WOy S90S ayT,,
‘UBUR[Tey prempy ‘IoSeuewu Telsuaf syoen

sy pres  ‘funimuce 9y} 1o} SNOIISeSTP
SeMm 31 ‘0861 UT UMOP JNUS MoRIy 317 uayp,,
‘Juowdo[3aapas 107 rerjusiod snow
-Ioua sey Ladoad 0 averd ase-gp1 3y} pres
‘rouuerd umoy. ayy - Burpnpty ‘syyo ng
, o -Aepissed
PIES TPongo Yieg weySumyooy doj e ‘Arunw
~Wod 9y} uo jedwr Furejseasp v JARY PINOD
pue jIom Jo o saakoidws yred punoi-reak
‘awm-[ing og1 Ind prnom Yoenjaoer paiquino
~10U3-353p[0 $,2188 a3 FUISOI) — WATVS
1 . juepuodseion jepes ueiun
© NOSLHIGND 3 ININVP Ag

puey d[qenpea uado nq ‘sqol 3500 pmom QIS0 Y20y

¢cArumiioddo o ApoSeay

S5 eTe

TO0T ‘Z Areniqay Smmusumw o ‘'H'N "131Sayduepy

So0ed OF
S 09 S

! Telr ' F -, _ F -

> , @ ;
! v & . y
i B
i e L
H —i

TodedsmaN A[re( s oarysdurepy mo N

BT UOIU() YT




A8 Saturday, February 2, 2002

ooy

ROCK

(Continued From Page A1)

Salem for nearly 20 years, said
the land could be used for any-
thing , '
is the most
properly in Salem right now,”
said Shea. “There are sa many
variables for development — a
convention center, hotels, retail
development — that I wouldn't
hazard a guess at what the parcel
i8 worth.” :

But Callshan said i
Venture principals Joseph Car
ney, Ed Keelan and Max Hugel
have not indicated it's time for
the park to run its last race.

“We've fought to survive for
the past nine years,”
said. “They’ve been approached
numerous times by developers
but haven't even tafked to them.
It's somewhat miraculous that
the owners have fought to pre-
sent as good racing as possible
despite the fact that they have
paid the state over $30 million in
taxes and fees. The track’s not
making the money that it was be-
fore. They would have twned a
greater profit if they had the $45
million they have invested in the
facility in & passbook savings ac-
count. But they have always
wanted to keep racing going and
as strong as possible.”

said the park closed

on July 20, 1980, after a fire
. burned the track’s grandstand to
the ground. At the time, the park
was owned by the New Hamp-
shire Jockey’s Club, who did not
feel they could continue to pro-
vide racing in a profitable man-
ner and sought another owner to

oquestion that thy

,vaiuamepieoeufm

sok e k
grandstand and reopened
racing in May of 1684.”

Lynne Snierson, the track’s
public relations rnanager, said

ﬂxepa:khasﬁoom!l—ﬁmeem-ty

ployees during the racing season.
An additional 1,500 people such
as groomers, jockeys, veterinar
ians and trainers employed by
the stable owners also work at the
track. But the one million people
who visit the Rock annually don't
just go for the horseracing,

“There’s always somethin
going on here,” Snierson said.
“There are trade shows, craft
shows, bingo and simulcasting.”

Snierson said the park’s clos-
ing would have a ripple effect on
nearby businesses that provide
services to people who come from
out of town o see the races or at-
tend events at the park.

“Any merchant, lodger or res.
taurateur in the greater Salem
area will tell you there was 2 sig-
nificant upsurge in business
when the track re-opened in
1984,” Snierson said. “People who
come here get gas, eat in restau-
rants, go shopping and go to the
mall.”

Callahan said several commu-
nity groups using the facility to
raise money by offering bingo
would be left out if the Rock shut
its doors. .

“We have bingo six nights a
week here,” Callahan said. “The
Kiwanis, Elks Club and other

where elge they would go.”

Town Manager Jeff Towne said
clasing the park would have a sig-
nificant impact on the commruni-

“It could be quite costly to the
community,” Towne said. “If they
closed, there are a number of
things that could go in there. The
park demands very little town
gervices. The letter that the
Board of Selectmen sent to the
chairman of the Ways and Means
Committee outlined that the park
is a good neighbor and they
would like to do anything they
can to support video gaming or to
expand gambling. They support-
ed the effort unanimousty.™

Towne said a staff survey five
years ago showed an ing
cost o the town of about $1 mil-
Lion in operating costs and capital
equipment if video slots came to
town. But the increase in costs to
the town would have been cov-
ered by legislation attached to the
video slot bill that would have
given back an estimated $2.5 mil-
lion.

“People forget about the two
percent that would go back to the
towns,” he said. “We estimated
that that would cover the cost of
increase in services. Now, you've
killed a sales tax, killed an in-
come tax and killed video gam-
ing. These organizations were
willing to take on the burden of
funding education. The question

Rockingham track official: Gambling
elsewhere brings revenue down here

By JANINE E. GILBERTSON
Union Leader Corraspondent

SALEM - Hopes that video
slot machines would come to
Rockingham Park and bring in
much-needed business to the
struggling racetrack were dashed
this week, but despite mounting
economic challenges, the racing
will go on.

“We will try to make racing.
Edward

work,” said Callahan,
general manmager of Rockingham
Park, where thoroughbred horse
racing has beem an institution
since 1933. “It is somewhat diffi-
cult since the revenue declined in
1882. That happens to be the year
Foxwoods (casing) opened in
Connecticut.”

Legislators "Thursday shot
down House Bill 1353 that would
bring video slot machines to fa-
cilities where gambling is already

aliowed. The park had hoped to .

install 1,200 video lottery termi-

nals or video slot machines if the

bill passed. -

“We’re not sore losers,” Calla-
han said. “But it's been a struggie
since 1992 when Foxwoods
opened. In 1881, we handled
about $181 million and then in
1992 we handled $93 million. It's
been particularly hard attracting
horses from southern states to
come here 1o race. People do like
New England, but the econamics
behind it is if a horse is coming
up’ from say, Florida, it has to
pass by West Virginia, where the
tracks have video lotteries, end
Delaware where purses went

Ca e g gy

from $50,000 a day to $250,000 in
1995. Then they have to drive
through New York which has just
passed video gambling legislation
at their racetracks, Then, assum-
ing they don’t want those good
purses, they get to Rockingham ™

Callahan said he is disappoint-
ed that legislators in Concord did
not keep an open mind about
bringing video siots to the track.

“I tend to get the idea that
most of thern in Concord feel that
Salem is a part of Massachu-
setts,” Callahan said. “This com-
munity is paying its share,
without a doubt, with all the costs
in Concord and I don't believe
that Concord has paid us any at-
tention.” .

Opponents of the bill that pro-(

posed bringing video slots to the
state said the costs of social im-
pacts to communities would
dwarf any revenues generated by
towns.

Gubernatorial candidate Gor-
don Humphrey said social sci-
ence litergture on iti
where video slots are legal should
serve as an example of why they
should not be allowed in the
state. Humphrey said the data re-
flects an incresse in teen gam-
bling, workplace absences and
other adverse social impacts to
conmnunities within a 50-mile ra-
dius of facilities with video slot
machines.

“Far every dollar brought in

through video slot machines, it
would cost $2.60 in social services

that the state would have to pay
out,” said Jim Ruebens, an assist-
ant for Humphrey.

“It doesn’t even make any
money,” Ruebens said. “It just
doesn't add up. It would end up
costing the state money.”

Callahan said the overwhelm-
_ing 217-80 no vote against bring-
ing video slots to the state was
disappointing but he hopes
Salem voters approve a warrant
article to allow greyhound racing
to be simulcast at the track.

“That would help us o stay
even,” Callahan said. “The prima-
ry reason for this article is that

M; h s passed I islation
to have greyhound simuleasting
at racetracks, We are concerned
that we have lost some customers
and will continue 1o lose more if
we can’t offer that here.”

Callahan spid he doesn't know
how much longer the track will
continue to stay open in competi-
tive times.’

“We attempt to project the fu-
ture,” Callahan said. “This isn't

ything new. We were up i

anything in
Concord in 1994 and 1995 and
told them we didn't know how
long we would last. It's miracu-
lous that we survived to this
point. The horse racetrack in Fox-
boro, Massachusetts closed, the
Gearden State Park in New Jersey
closed and Hialeah in Miami, one
of the crown jewels of racing,

been

. closed. Racetrsicks . have

struggling over the last 10 years
end many have already closed
their doors.”
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Blackdog offers full-service res-
idential remodeling as well as a
new Kitchen & Bath Remodel-
ing Center at 7 Red Roof Lane
in Salem.

Leadership cited
Accounting technicisn Dean-
na Crawford is the Commis-
sioner's Leadership Award
recipient for 2001 for NH Em-

ployment Security. 'She h854 )

The award is presented each

year to the employee who best .

demonstrates leadership quali-
ties and is outstanding in their
worle

‘The Pembroke resident grew
up in West Stewartstown.
Chamber chief

Timothy R. Nay, an Antrim
native and graduate of Contoo-
cook Valley Regional High
School, has been elected chair-
man of the North Attleboro/
Plainville (Mass.) Chamber of
Commerce. He is the youngest
leader in the organization’s 44-
year history.

Nay is a partner with Dyer-
Lake Funeral Horne and Cre-
mation Services in Attleboro
Falls section of North Attlebo-

ro,

Last year the chamber award-
ed Dyer-Lake Funeral Home
with the “Good Neighbor”
award.

ULATIONS MIKE RAYMOND
ESMAN OF THE YEAR AND

THE NEW Burlington Self Storage Bufiding on North B

ROUTE28 ______ _
(Contirwed From Page D1)

on the planning board from 1985
until 1997, said efforts to improve
Route 28 were discussed during
his tenure.

“Salem is a retail community,”
Campbell said. “We have to ze.
knowledge that. We are what we
are. The developments are what
equalizes our tax rate.”

Campbetl said there is only so
rmuch the town can do to make
improvements along the strip.

“It's difficult,” Campbell said.
“I think most people understand
that”

Moldoff said many of the run-
down commercial buildings along
Route 28 were constructed during
the *60s and "70s when commer-
cial development was encouraged
to pay for a growing demand for

5 #1 DAIMLER CHRYSLER SALES PERSON
ST i 7 Year —100,000

Volume
Discount
Pricing

e for success — 100% attention to the cusfomer during and
wd for my customers, and they appreciate my efforts on their
ng policy insures the best value, and | give fne

s.” Mike Raymond 2001 Award Winner. Congratulations.

625 Hooksett Rd., Manchester, NH
vw.bonneville-son-auto.com

m service that

services after the town's popula-  thing to hang their hats on,”
tion doubled in under two dec- Moldoff said. “Town Fair Tire
ades, . wanted to come to town and went “An eta i

“1 think this led to a lax atti- {0 the board with plans tobuild a y r iler will
tude in aesthetics,” Moldoff said. square, concrete black building. tell you that an

to get the busi e as! em 1o make
s peyaupated to get the business. Theb modificationsandoffera  @ttractive building
/ But developers who want to g;gre upscale design —and they is a place Whei‘e
to town today will have to N ‘

g,':fmm buihiing‘i :at m::t “It was the same story with people want to
new retail design guidelines. In =~ What is now Osco Drug. The be.”
an effort to improve the aesthetic  building was originally built by - )
character of community, town Rite Aid, who also came to the — Ag\ﬁa Opolski,
planners drafted the guidelines to board with plans for a concrete e
encourage high quality building  block building, and the board Chamber of Commerce
design._ told them they wanted {0 see a

Guidelines include blending more historical looking structure "N ——————

building design and layout with
other site features such as land-
scaping, signage and lighting to
produce an attractive commercial

type of setting.”
Moldoff said sometimes busi-
ness owners, especially local

that would fit in with a downtown

¢ Janine £ Gitbertson Photo
Y in Salem # es an upscale desig, and attractive lighting.
L

| Retail community suiting up for new look

messages on electronic signs to
stay constant for two minutes be-
fore changing. That would mean
no flashing, blinking or animated

environment. ones, do a great job improving signs along the strip.

MoldofT said the town planners 2nd maintaining their commer- MoldofY said the regulation was
are trying to avoid monotonous  ¢lal properties because they want put before voters by the planning
and bland buildings typical of something to be proud of. board for aesthetic and safety rea-

strip commereial development;
the new guidelines, he said, are

not 30 restrictive that they would

make it difficult to get things
built. 5
“It just gives the board some-

“Ford Flowers is a great exam-
ple. Bert Ford is a local business-
man and he did a great job with
his building. Brothers Too Tattoo
recently came before the board to
get approval for a remodeling’
project to add a second floor to

TAKING

their building and upgrade the
landscaping. We love to work on
stuff like that. It benefits the
community greatly and increases
property values.”

Amelia Opolski,president of .
the Greater Salem Chamber of
C ree, said attractive build-

From current strategies
In local business to the
latest tax tips. Keep up o

date with the

ever-changing world of

Look for the
Monday Business

section.

ing design is good for businesses,

“Any retailer will tell you that
an attractive building is a place
where people want to be,” Opol-
ski said.

Opolski said she does not think
the town shouid be oo restrictive
in its design guidelines, since
that may discourage potential
new businesses. She said retail-
€rs may head to Massachusetts,
where the development require-
menis may be less restrictive,
taking their tax dollars with
them.

“New Hampshire is becoming
an increasingly hostile place to
do business,” Opolski said. “Busi-
ness taxes are going up, and we
don't want to add regulations that
would discourage businesses
from coming to town. The key is
enforeing the regulations we al-
ready have.”

Moldoff said enforcement has

wir family if suddenly vou
them!

thorter term guarsnives.
00, Terms from 10 to 30 years!

e Funds Tender,

QRIT

been an issue with electronic sign

— N

The Union Leader

ugage in town. In 2000, voters
adopted regulations that required

sons. However, after the regula-
tion was adopted, the planning
board concluded enforcement
wasn't going to work.

“The types of signs people are
buying give you so many options
no one wants to keep one mes-
sage up for two minutes,” Moldoff
said. “When you make an invest-
ment the magnitude of an
electronic sign, you want to do all
the things the sign allows you to
do.” :

Voters will have the opportuni-
ty to revisit the electronic sign
issue again this March, Proposed
zoning changes, put before voters
by the planning board, could
mean the end of electronic signs
as well as restrictions on the size
of signs permitted in the town’s
commercial areas.

The proposed zoning changes
were drafled after results of last
spring’s master plan survey re-
vesled that residents want to see
higher architectural and land-
seaping standards, including
signage improvements, imposed
on riew commercial devels
ments in town. '

But even if the new regulations
are adopted, some are still not
convinced the aesthetics along
the strip will improve.

“It’s kind of like closing the
barn doors after the horses were
let out,” said local interior degign-
er Sally I’Angelo. “What busi-
nesses need is good design. Keep
it clean. We certainly don't need a
bunch of signs lit up and blinking
50 28 looks like the New Jersey
shoreline.”

Sel I Your Home

Without A Real Estate Broker!
FREE On-Line Listing
Call (888) 46_8_780@
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€r's oppose new sign rules

# Voters will act on the sign ordinances March 12.

By Jim Kimble
Eagle-Tribune Writer

SALEM -- Business leaders say
tougher rules for commercial signs
would cost the town jobs and dis-
courage new businesses from mov-
ing in.

Voters next month will settle a
dispute between officials who want
to improve the look of Salem’s

major thoroughfares and business
leaders who believe the town’s
efforts will put a dent in the tax
base. If approved, one’ proposed
ordinance would shorten the
allowed height for signs from 200 to
100 feet. A second proposed ordi-

nance would prohibit electronic

signs that scroll advertisements
and other messages.

“We think they’re a bad idea,”
Amelia Opolski, CEO and president
of the Greater Salem Chamber of
Commerce, said of the proposals.

If one restaurant had a slump in
business and wanted to make a sign
larger than its competitor, it could-
n’t happen under the proposed
ordinance, according to Opolski.
That could make it harder for the

business to compete and set the -

, Please see RULES, Page 2

’
1
e
y
s

Continued from Page 1

stage for it to leave town, she added.
Under the ordinances, signs that
already exist would not be affected.

Voters will act on the sign ordi-
nances March 12.

Town officials believe they have
the support of many residents. After
years of public debate, the Planning
Board decided to put the issue to
voters after a public hearing earlier
this month.

Toughening the sign ordinance
has been “a long-term goal of the
Planning Board, and I think, the

‘community,” said Ross Moldoff,

Salem’s planning director.

When about 600 residents took a
town survey to help update the
town’s master plan, about 70 percent
of them said they wanted to restrict
the size of signs on Route 28.

“We felt there was a kind of man-
date from the public,” said Moldoff.

About a dozen businesses along
Route 28 have electronic signs that

scroll messages and a variety of I

i
i

e —,

graphics. Although they would be
excused from the new regulations,
managers of those businesses
believe the limitations would hurt
business. :

“I don’t see the signs as any dan-
ger. They've been around for years
and years in cities,” said Nancie
Chandler, sales and financial man-
ager at Toy Store Auto Sales. “I
think it’s an upgrade in this area.

With all the businesses moving in, -

it’s crazy not to have it.”
~ She said the store has used its dig-
ital sign to advertise warranties, but
also to show patriotic support follow-
ing the Sept. 11 attacks and the
Patriots’ Super Bowl win,

“It shows we’re all part of the
same team,” said Chandler.,

Karen Chandler, owner of Toy
Store Auto Sales, said, “It isn’t like
we’re in a residential area.”

Moldoff said some people believe ’ i

the signs distract drivers. '

Darren Bemister, owner of Pools
& Spas by Bemister’s Inc. on Route

28, said he dims their digital sign at

night so it doesn’t distract drivers.

~ “It’s definitely an asset for us,” he

said of the sign.

Ron Clapham, an employee at
Pools & Spas, said the digital sign
“definitely helps business.”

“It works as good as any newspa-
per advertisement,” he said. “H's a
shame to keep other busingsses
coming in from having them just
because someone wants to make the
town look like 1727.” B

Planning Board Vice Chairwoman
Maria Hamilton said the effort to
shorten the allowed height for signs
has been a long-standing debate
among board members. But to her,
the goal is to make the area “more
aesthetically desirable.”




“" Sign law

no fix for
- Route 28

OUR VIEW
Bustnesses should not be prohibited from

v

prmnotznf their stores with signs
of their own choosing,

‘ enever officials or residents in towns throughout
W’Slouthem New Hampshire see plans for new busi-
nesses they don’t Iike, one of the first comments
you usually hear is that they don’t want their town to look
like Route 28 in Salem. :
When Salem voters head to the polls March 12, they’ll be
asked to approve two proposed ordinances designed to

The proposed restrictions were drawn up after years of
residents asking for them at Planning Board hearings, said
Ross Moldoff, Salem’s planning director.

Toughening the sign ordinance has been “g long-term
goal of the Planning Board, and I think, the community,”
Moldoff said. “We felt there was a kind of mandate from the
public.”

But business leaders say tougher rules for commercial
signs would cost the town jobs and discourage new busi-
nesses from moving in. , ‘ ,

If one restayrant had a slump in business and wanted to

.make a sign larger than its competitor, it couldn’t happen
under the proposed ordinance, according to Amelig Opols-
ki, CEQ and president of the Greater Salem Chamber of
Commerce. That could make it harder for the business to
Compete and set the stage for it to leave town, she added, .

We appreciate the desire of officials to improve the
town'’s appearance, but we agree with business leaders that
the proposed ordinances are a bad idea.

It’s too late to Change the look of Route 28, The signs that
are there now have been approved by the town in the past,
and they're grandfathered under the proposed ordinances.
Officials can’t turn back the clock and change the town’s
image by putting new restrictions on the books.

Town planners should use the hearing process to
encourage merchants to come up with sign and landscap-
ing plans that better fit their vision for the area. But Route

8 is commercially zoned, and merchants shouldn’t be
restricted from advertising their business,

In the end, people in other towng may criticize Salem’s
Route 28 landscape. But that’s not going to stop them from
shopping there. ;

L. Y 7
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Frances LaBrecque are concerned

ild a parking lot on an abandoned

Dennis Walsh and Mary-

'}/Z 8‘/0' Zs

quiet

Neighbors to fight plan for bank parking lot

ey want some

y upset

use a group of 30 residents from omside'me
neighborhood signed a petition warrant article

Main Street. )
Residents say they are particularl
becat
‘asking for the abandoned house lot to be rezoned

v

, who

bank) is

not being forthcoming. It's time they tell us what
. Please see NEIGHBORS, Page 2

re putting forth a petition to change someone

else’s neighborhood,” said David Walsh

from residential to commercial use.
“They don’t live in this neighborhood and
lives at 11 Church Avenue. “They’re (the
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Continued from Page 1 time, they said they wanted to be the street, He also said he polices the neigh-"
i » good neighbors,” Walsh said, “But as . vs  borhood,
EMM“M. wnww_ﬂo cw“m MHF Design Con- w%g m%aﬂwnﬂm%:oowmmmnm, waw Q.Mma meﬂwmm wﬂ%wwowﬁo%_mﬂm%%ﬂmﬁ%% “I take my guys out there every -
wﬁ_ﬁﬁ Inc. of Salem, late Jast year ndmuagw M.caoi& cﬂohomwm% restaurant and Ho:umﬁ are nmaa.mm Eo:..:.bm to pick up the parking Ho~.~,.,.‘u
whith started the citizen's petition  ghe woﬁauam;ooc»ocu_o w». years ago, 1 on the street, or creating loud noise  Sarkis said.
for the rezoning, according to Plan. wish they bought our house insteaq 2 Pight. Sarkis said he is trying to work
| ning Board records. i

| heod telling them
J edi
‘i ing
1 Ri

| Main

About a year ago, bank officials
metiwith families in the neighbor-
that were interest-
turning the house lot into park-
or the bank and Samantha's
urant, which is also located on

Street, said Mary-Frances

] g#on:n.

.
{
i

Walsh said they never heard from
the bank again, and then the peti-
tlonetl warrant article was submit.

. i ted td the town.

. Sﬁ, wen they spoke to us the first

1

|

of bringing us intg this.”

Neither Ann Lally, president of
Salem Co-Operative Bank, nor sey-
eral of the people who signed the

petition returned phone calls yester-
day.

Mary-Frances LaBrecque of 7
Church Street, who has lived in her
home with her husband, Dennis, for
31 years, said building a parking lot
in their neighborhood would only
aggravate problems caused by peo-
ple going to Samantha’s Restaurant
and leaving beer bottles or cans in

He said he has signs to encourage
customers to use the bank parking
lot.

“There was one time when some-
body said one of their driveways was
blocked, but when I went out to
check nobody was there,” Sarkis
said, who has been on Main Street
since 1992,

He acknowledged he has seen
some beer bottles on the street.

“We see that stuff out there, but
it's stuff we don’t even sell ” Sarkis
said,

with the neighbors on Church Street
by posting signs in his small lot and
encouraging customers to use vmbw

parking.

“I feel for EEP 1 really do,” he

said. “It's hard

because businesses

are growing between Routes 28 and’.
97(Main Street),”

Sarkis said

he didn't know

whether the bank had anything
planned for the Church Street lot, “It

would alleviate some

but either way 1"

of the parking,
'm happy,” he said.




School .,
officials:
We need
sidewalks

4 Planning Director Ross
Moldoff said the School
Board is one of many town
boards and groups the
Planning Board is soliciting
input from to revise its
sidewalk plan.

ﬁy James A. Kimble
Eagle-Tribune Writer

SALEM —— School officials said last
night they would like to see sidewalks
built on side streets that are consid-
ered “cut-throughs” for students who
walk near Route 28 on their way to
school.

Salem Plan-

Clt’sa

ning Director
Ross Moldoff
said those side- = wonder
walks may not bod
be built any- | some, 4
time soon, but - hasn’t been
that input from  hilled
officials is |

there.99

important so

%

the Planning
Board can
upgrade its 10-
year-old side-
walk master plan.

-Streets where board members
would like to see sidewalks added
include Tyler Street, Summer Street
and Dyer Avenue. All the streets are
within a half mile to a mile of the
majority of the district’s schools.

“Parents of students say they don’t
mind the length their child has to
make, but the traffic and density of it
(near Route 28) has them concerned,”
said Superintendent - Henry
LaBranche.

~LaBranche said the distri
-k ! trict has
) been ga?ndmg'buses to newer subdivi-
sidifis along Zion Hill Road to pick up
cﬁitdz:en there. However, if sidewalks
’ w,ex;e‘lns:talled along Zion Hill Road
mg:gald, Tmay look at that different.
- =Moldoff said he can envisi
can envision “g
nIupber c’),f houses being developed
- opt ihere because there is stil] an
aa? ﬁ.:l amount of open space for resi-
Board Chairwoman Pamels
Boar Be
said aside from school areas, sheniz
;zfiycycggmed about areas along
1, & road she
fou? Gmes g doy uses three to
“It's a wonder somebody hasn’

] t
been hlledﬁhere,” she said. X’Iherg’s
always a kxd or kids walking to the
math There gsn’t anytime I go by there
when there isn't somebody walking.”

Moldoff said the School Board js
3?; of many town boards and groups
ﬁj)Planmng Board is soliciting input
; in to revise the sidewalk plan. No

ate has bgen set in finalizing a
revised version of it.

M

-
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Board OKs apartment units
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While board members weighed privacy from a building that's 25-

the impacts between a bunch of feet above a zoning compliance,”

_apartment buildings versus another

ordinance. The board voted down retail complex, Mark Petrychi, an

The apartment plan hasn’t yet

been to the Planning Board, and is

behind Victorian Park Mini-Golf on  area and diminis

only in the conceptual stages,
are furious at the prospect of the
complex, which would be located
on eight-acres next to Wal-Mart,

whose homes are in a rural zone —

dents abutting the property —

exception unanimously.
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Frank Lascola of 95 Lake St. said

- abutter on 97 Lake St., said he had

the request on the height restric-

on

build two 60-foot-tall apartment
buildings next door to Wal-

Route 28.

about the environ-

Please see HOUSING, Page 10

tion, 4-1, but passed the zoning  several concerns

Continued from Page 9

he would be inclined to sell his home
if the project were passed. “Rather
than being redundant with what Mr.
Petrychi said, I agree with him in
spades, especially with the trash and
impact to the area,” he said.

“I appeal to the board. I've lived
here for 32 years proudly and would
be ashamed to say we did this,” Las-
cola said. ‘

'Salem Planning Director Ross
Moldoff also lodged several con-
cerns about the project. Having the
project located so close to Wal-Mart
could cause complaints by the resi-
dents who lived at the proposed
building, he said. “Wal-Mart is
opened 24-hours per day,” he said.
“Early morning street sweepers and
congestion on weekends and holi-
days already cause complaints by
nearby residents.”

‘He suggested that the Planning
Board be asked to look at the issue,
“pecause I think it’s a Planning
Board issue as much as formal crite-
ria.”

‘Board member Les Miller said he
had serious concerns about granting

“a special exception on the height

restriction because he thought it
would set a precedent that would
cause other builders to seek the
same exception.

Board Chairman Joseph Scionti
pushed members to base their deci- -
stons on whether making the excep-
tions to the height and zoning would
create any fire or safety hazards.
Huminick had secured letters from
the fire and health departments say-
ing that it would not.

But the majority of the board
sided with Miller on the height issue.
In response to resident’s concerns,
Huminick dismissed environmental
criticisms and said his complex
would be able to address some of the
housing needs in town. He said
apartments would likely be priced
between $800 and $1,100 per month,
and he was willing to offer between
five and 10 percent of the units to
the town’s Housing Authority for
more lower-cost units.

Board members said the town
needs the housing, but didn’t agree
with how it was packaged. “T've gota
problem with voting for that many
units,” said board alternate John
Smith.
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On March 12, you will be
asked to vote on several
articles presented by your
Town Planning Board.

We are concerned about
Articles 12 and 13 — proposed
restrictions to the sign
ordinance that will have a
negative effect on Salemn’s tax
base.

The Pianning Board voted a
close 3-to-4 in favor of these
restrictions.

The three members who voted
against the proposal wanted to
put this to a study before
deciding. They, along with
many others who spoke out
against the changes, felt that it
was their duty to study the

ULCODUAY, MARCH

'PLEASE PROTECT SALEM’S
BUSINESSES AND TAX BASE

matter further to ensure 3
mistake would not be made.

-The proposed changes may be

well intended, but the actual
effects will be negative, not
just to your tax base but also
to the aesthetics of Salem's
buslness zone.

When new businesses do not
come in to town, scared off by
overly restrictive slgn
ordinances, or when existing
businesses are doing poorly,
the land value decreases, and
a lower tax base soon follows.
When business is bad,
empioyment is affected, and
unemployment affects the

spending hablts of the citizens.

Please don't let uninformed,

12

VOTE “"NO"”
ON ARTICLES 12 & 13

To Salem Residents and Businesses:

unresearched, misguided
goad intentions Impact You or
your town, If the Planning
Board had done what was
originally requested —
research case studles and
published data — these
changes would never have
gotten on the ballot.

If the 4 members who voted
for these restrictions had
agreed with the overwheiming
publle support present at the
meeting, and with the 3 who
voted against the proposed
changes, a study on the
impact of signage on
businesses and a well thought-
out ordinance could be written
to improve Salem’s aesthetics
and keep Salem’s businesses
healthy,

PLEASE VOTE “"NO” ON 12 & 13

7‘/“7/02,
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Businesses

P S TR

P TR

petition
against sign
restrictions

¢ A two-thirds majority will be needed to
pass a ban on electronic signs.

By James A. Kimble
Eagle-Tribune Writer

SALEM — More than 20 businesses along Route 28
have lodged a protest petition against two warrant articles

‘that could downsize the square footage allowed for com-

mercial signs and ban businesses from adding electronic
letterboard signs.

But only one those petitions has been deemed valid by
the town and will be posted near voting booths when peo-
ple head to the polls tomorrow, according to Planning
Director Ross Moldoff.

Article 12 wauld prevent businesses from erecting elec-
tronic letterboard signs. Article 13 would cut down the
square footage allowed for new commercial signs from 200
square feet to 100 square feet.

Moldoff said that town attorney Diane Gorrow has
deemed the petition against banning electronic letter-
boards invalid because of a state law that says citizen peti-
tions aren’t allowed on warrant articles that deal with
more than a third of the community.

In addition to posting signs noting the protest, the peti-
tion also raises the bar for how many votes are needed for

" the amendment to pass. Instead of a S0 percent majority,

now two-thirds of the majority voting would have to favor
the change.

' When about 20 percent of the affected landowners in
Salem sign a petition protesting a warrant article, state law
requires town officials to post notices that there is a group
opposing the warrant articles. ‘

“It wasn't totally unexpected because the sign compa-
nies were vehemently opposed to the amendments at the
public hearings in January,” said Moldoff.

Salem Area Chamber of Commerce CEQ Amelia Opol-
sld has said she and several businesses in town believe
that amending the rules governing signs is “a bad idea”
because it would discourage businesses from coming to
Salemn.

MHF Design Consultants, Inc. in Salemn has organized
the effort to put the two protest petitions at the polls tomor-
row, when voters decide whether or not to adopt the mea-
sures as part of the town’s zoning ordinance. Mark Gross,
principal for MHF, could not be reached for comment.

Many of the same businesses signed both petitions and
include Rockingham Park Racetrack, The Mall at Rock-
ingham Park, Canobie Lake Park, DeMoulas Supermar-
ket, Northland Properties, Inc. and Salem Co-Operative
Bank.

When asked if he believes residents still favor the pro-
posed articles, Moldoff said, “We're going to find out. And
we're going to find out how people feel about changing the
aesthetic on Route 28.”




High-end
retailers /%
head to

Salem mall

MOI.LY MANCHENTON

The changing face of South-
ern New Hampshire has
meant an upscale make-over
for The Mall at Rockingham

. Park.

In the last year 13 new
stores opened, including the
state’s first Apple computer
store, Gap Body, Banana
Repubhc J. Crew and the Red
Persimmon day spa. Thirteen

stores remodeled.
Om’l?lfe changes continue in coming months with
women’s retailer Talbots and kitchen retaﬂeé' )
Williams-Sonoma and its sister store, home deco
ons chain Pottery Barn.

‘ 1lliseropoé'.tale a clothing retailer that tat;%ets
young shoppers, opens within the ne:x(‘ch O hoco-
months, mall officials said, as will Godiv

latier.
g Cinnabon begins baking and selling cmnamc;;x
confections from a corner spot of the food cou

Jul

. Anc:{ in April, current tenants Casual Corner,
August Max and Petite Sophisticate will open lré
larger, adjacent storefronts on the mall’s secon

| level.

“Turning 10 years old gave us the 6pportunity
to redo leases with tenants” and adjust the store
mix to fit Southern New Hampshire’s changing
- face, said Mall Manager Michael-Mero. -

Retailers used to focus their expansion plans
on Massachusetts. “Now they’re realizing that -
Southern New Hampshn‘e isa v1able place'to do
busmess ” ;

Across the street, Kohl’s will open Apnl 12in
“the former Bradlees location. And not far away,

|* onRoute 28, the Super Kmart escaped the round

- of store closmgs brought dti'by the retafler’s
bankruptcy Only the poorest-performmg stores

X are targeted for closure:.

The retail industry says good thmgs about the

! area, said Ross Moldoff, director of planning for

the Town of Salem. “The influx of those stores is
positive. It shows that the economy is healthy and
that the community c0ntmues to attract hlgh-
quality retailers. Nt

“Although the town doesn’t yet have Census fig-
ures showing a climb in household spending,
“muost of the new houses are gomg up for.
$460,000-plus,” he said. - ;

'Another indicator of hlgher incomes is the
effort to beautify Route 28, Salenm’s main thor-
ougpf are. “In lower-mcome areas, people don’t
car* as much about that; they re more concerned
witl making a living. But as incomes rise, people
care more about how their town looks.”

30, Mero said, the company has been aggres-

sive about going after stores that customers want.

“These have been our two best years ever from

.a leasing perspective,” he said.




144-unit complex

3 /2fo=
&hyervge

gets zoning exception

Salem is now closer to being the
home of a new 144-unit apartment com-

plex.
At a recent meeting of the Salem
: Zoning  Board of
by Adjustment, members
ADAM voted to give Salem resi-
BARONE dent Ed Huminick one of
Staff Writer - the two special excep-
e tions he needed to erect

the complex on North
Broadway between Victorian Park
and Wal-Mart. ’

The request the ZBA approved was
to allow Huminick to erect the struc
tures in a commercial zone, a district not
normally available to residential use.

Though details of the plans are still
to be completed and have yet to reach
the planning board, access to the par-
cel will be through the Wal-Mart traf.

fic light and through the parking lot,
according to Planning Director Ross
Moldoff. :

Additionally, the complex is on an
eightacre parcel, which means the
population density will be about 18
units per acre. Moldoff said that is
interesting because the highest cur-
rent density in town are the apart-
ments off of Cluff Crossing, at 12 units
peracre. -

“There’s not much the planning
board can do one way or another,”
Moldoff said. “Certainly, we can talk
details, but major approval has been
given.”

The ZBA did, however, reject
Huminick’s accompanying request to
allow the construction of two 60-foot
buildings. The current height limit is
about 30 feet.
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| Developer proposes
‘upscale subdivision

# This is the third senior housing project that’s been

proposed in town this year.

By James A. Kimble
Eagle-Tribune Writer

SALEM — Another developer
wants to take advantage of the hot
upscale senior housing market in
town by trying to build 17 $300,000
homes. =

It's the thxrd senior housmg pro-

ject that’s been proposed this year
" with potentially more on the way.
“We talked to about a half-dozen
people about similar projects on a
staff level,” said Ross Moldoff,
Salem’s planning director.
The development, which if
approved would be located off

Main Street near the Greystone

Farm assisted-living project, calls
for 17 1,500- to 2,000-square-foot
homes, according to Joe DeCaro-

" Continued from Page 1

considering plans for a 142-unit
senior apartment complex off of
Lawrence ‘Road, and an 108-unit
condominium complex off of Cluff
Road behind the Target store.

“The unusual thing is that to date
there has been apartment-style com-
plexes. This is a more wnvenﬁonal
subdivision for people 55 and up,”
Moldoff said.

DeCarolis said the deveiopers
decided to build houses rather than
condominiums after talkmg to

- | seniors.

“One of the things that keeps com-
ing up is that people are happy to
downsize their home, but they want
control of their own lives,” saxd
DeCarolis.

That means adding a deck or a
garden in their yard if they want to,

‘he said. “We're getting a tremen-
dous demand from people who want
"to live in this kind of community.”

lis, who is & consultant on the pro-
ject for the developers, the Mesiti
Corporation Inc. of North Andover,

“Basically, they'll hit the market
in the $300,000 range, give or take
10 percent,” said DeCarolis.

_“They won’t be all built the
same. The individual buyer will be
able to select how it’s designed.”

DeCarolis described Salem “as
one of the most desirable locations
in Southern New Hampshire” for
senior housing.

The Mall at Rockingham Park,
‘nearby movie theaters and restau-
rants all lure seniors to town, he
said.

The Planning Board is already

Please see SALEM, Page 4

The town passed a sendor housing
ordinance in'1998 that allows devel-
opers to build more units in less
space to encourage senior housing.

For example, an 11-acre lot would
only allow for about 40 apartments
under the town’s normal zoning
requirements.

. But a developer of senior housing
could built up to 144 units in the
same space, Moldoff said.

DeCarolis said the ordinance isn’t
as much as an incentive to build as.
the demand for senior housing itself.

“Most towns have the same ordi-
nance,” said DeCarolis. “We chose
Salem because it's a great location.”




Continued from Page 1
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After 17 years,

Stiles Road will

be completed

¢ The project is
scheduled to be finished -
by the end of June.

By James A. Kimble
Eagle-Tribune Writer
SALEM — After g 17-year

wait, work began this week on a
road construction project that

could end one of Salem's worst.

daily traffic jams.

Construction crews are con-
necting Stiles Road to Route 38
(Lowell Road,) which town offi-

- cials hope will bring immediate
traffic relief to the thousands of
people who work in the offices
“and plants that line Stiles Road.

"Anytime between 4 and 6
(p.m.) is a nightmare," said Mark
Gross of MHF Designs on Stiles
Road. "You have to leave before 4
or after 6 so you don't end up
shooting yourself or someone

else.”

the project.

"Seventeen years is a long time
to wait," Gross said. "T'm going ta
be the first car across that
bridge.” :

Once it's completed, drivers
will be able to travel from Pel-
ham Road near Exit 2 off Inter-
state 93, down Stiles Road to

Route 38 as they head to Lowell,

Mass, said Selectman Chairman
Richard Gregory.

Gregory said it may also
relieve some traffic around exit 2
of 1-93 in the morning because
drivers will now have the option
of accessing Stiles Road from
Route 38.

That's good news for people
like Tricia Hyder, who works in a
dentist's office on Stiles Road.

"Five a'clock is the problem. ‘

Please see STILES, Page 4
.

Gross' offices are next door to . |

You sit in traffic for 15 minutes just
to get to Route 93," said Hyder.

Jack Szlyk, a psychologist who
works for Salem Psychological Asso-
ciates on Stiles Road, agrees.

'T certainly hope it helps things.
You have a ot of people trying to get
to 93, and there are times where
there's a lot of congestion," he said.

A real estate developer was sup-
posed to finish the road 17 years ago,
but ‘when the real estate market
went sour, road work came to a halt,
according to Gregory.

Salem ironed out an agreement
last year with one of the original
developers — Dr. Richard Hannon
of Salem Corporate Park Associates
— to donate $500,000 to the $653,000
project. ' '

The town is paying for the remain-
der of the project, '

There's no official count of how
many employees work along the
road, but at least 100 businesses are
in the rows of condominium-style
buildings that line Stiles Road,
which sits between Routes 97 and
38.

Most of Salem’s 22,000 jobs are in
the Pelham Road area, including
Salem's 3,600 manufacturing jobs,
according Ross Moldoff, Salem's
planning director.

" Only the Salem Icenter is located
on the oppasite side of Stiles Road.
But even Icenter officials are opti-
mistic about improving traffic once
the road is completed. '

‘T think it's going to be a good
thing for our facility. It will provide
easier access to us," said Wes Tuttle,
general manager on the Icenter.

ST




- Gelectman

should pay
his own bill

OUR VIEW

Salem, N.H., selectmen were wrong to decide ina
secret meeting to pay the legal fees of a selectman
’ being sued for defamation.

alem has no business paying Selectman Ronald
Belanger’s legal fees in his fight against police Officer i
Charles Flahive. ‘

Belanger meddled where he did not belong and over-
stepped his bounds last September, when he confronted
Flahive during a disturbance at Rockingham Trading Post
on Route 28. ‘

Belanger filed a complaint with the police department
saying Flahive insulted and swore at him. Flahive was
cleared of the allegations. Flahive says Belanger used his
position to intimidate him, and is suing the selectman for
defamation.

Belanger did not have the Board of Selectmen’s backing
to get involved, and taxpayers shouldn’t have to pay him &
cent for his legal bills. -

Selectmen Chairman Richard Gregory confirmed the
board agreed April 1 to reimburse Belanger for up to ‘
$7,500 in legal fees if he wins the lawsuit, on the advice of
the town’s attorney.

But even he admits the lawsuit is an embarrassment to
the town, and that selectmen aren’t supposed to “get
involved with anything without board approval.” ‘ ‘

“Not only is it unfortunate, it’s embarrassing to have an
employee suing a selectman. Things shouldn’t have to hap-
pen like that. I just wouldn’t put myself in that situation,”
Gregory told Eagle-Tribune Reporter James A. Kimble last
week.

Belanger did put himself in that situation. And whatever
the outcome in court, the legal expenses should come out of
his pocket. :

Selectman James Holland said he would “stay away”
from the type of incident Belanger stepped into, but said
Belanger believed he was acting within the guidelines of
being a selectman. :

«We're not completely sure if Ron understands what his
job is or his role is,” Holland said. “I'm not sure if he under-
stood what he was doing was wrong so We have to give him
some funds to mount & defense.”

We disagree, and believe selectmen were wrong to
decide the matter behind closed doors.

Residents should be able to attend any meeting where
officials discuss how to spend their money.

It is also important that the public have access when an
elected official’s behavior is being discussed.

When decisions like these are made behind closed doors,
residents are disenfranchised.

That's when they lose confidence in their leaders.

-




I Business

Furniture World looking

""?A?Z

to build huge new store

¢ It’s unclear how many jobs the
new business could create.

By James A. Kimble
Eagle-Tribune Writer

SALEM — Furniture World wants to build
a huge warehouse-retail store off Route 38
across from Hedgehog Park.

I approved by the Planning Board, it will
be the third store the furniture-retail chain
operates locally.

Plans call for a 100 000-square-foot build-
ing. "They told us they're going to have a
- retail store that is about 28,000 square feet.
. 70,000 square feet is warehouse. The rest is
small office space. And there's 17 loading
docks. It's going to be a big facility, I'm sure,"

Connnueujrum ruge ot

be bigger.”
in Salem at 419 South Broadway.

by the Planning Board.

“I think what they have in Wind-
ham is similar because they have
some distribution and a store there,”
Long said. “This building is going to

Furniture World also has a store

About 12 acres off of Route 38,
- | diagonally across from Hedgehog
7} | Park, is being eyed as the site. Long
said the company won't purchase
the land until the plan is approved

" said Salem Planning Director Ross Moldoff.

It's unclear how many jobs the new busi-
ness could create. Furniture World owner
Mark Bedrich was out of town and couldn't
be reached for comment. ,

"It's mostly warehouse with furniture sales .
from that building. I'm not sure if they've
actually decided what they're going to be

‘selling out of there," said Steve Long, an engl-

neer with Opechee Construction Corp. in
Belmont, who is designing the building..
Long said the building would be much
larger than Furniture World's other store in
Windham, which is also a warehouse-retail
style complex. He estimated Windham's
store, located on Rockingham Road, is
between 35,000 to 40,000 square feet.

Please see STORE, Page. 2

Kewaydin Realty Trust owns
about 10.5 acres where the store
would be located. The store would
also buy a neighboring residential
property to make way for a drive-
way to the building. »

“You won't see it (the building)
from Lowell Road,” Long said.

He said consohdatmg the proper-
ties would not require any special
approvals by the Zoning Board of

- Adjustment, and could be approved’
through the Planning Board.

The Planning Board will see plans
for the store tomorrow, Long said.

T




MORE PLAYING SPACE
| Three new athletic fields are in the worls |-
-1 next to Soule School in Salem. 1
.. 4. Construction of two soccer fieldsanda |
+| baseballsoftball diamond field could begin
| by june 1, recreation officials say. An 80-
spaoepaﬁmg!otrsaisoplamed
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SALEM

Town set
to build

athletic
fields

@ The fields will provide
more space for soccer and
baseball, town officials say.

By James A. Kimble
Eagle-Tribune Writer

SALEM - The town plans to
build three athletic fields off of Cluff
Crossing Road next to the Soule
School.

Officials hope to build two soccer’

fields, a diamond baseball-softball
field, multipurpose space and an 80-
space parking lot.

“It’s going to take a little bit of the

overuse off of the high school facili- .

ties and Michelle Park,” said Recre-
ation Director Julie Kamal.

Salem Youth Soccer has 800 kids
in its league, Kamal said, and teams
use the fields daily. Work on the
fields could begin by June 1. Kamal
said children at the neighboring
Soule School would also be able to

2 Thursday, April 25, ‘2002,‘ The Eagle-Tribune

Mark Lorenz/Eagle-Tribune
Recreatlon Dinactor lulle Kamal stands in the ﬁeld where a parking
Iot and three athletic fields are planned.

F1e1dsr Plans progressing

Contznued ﬁ'om Page 1

use the fields. The parking lot would
include a bus turnaround the school
coulduse. . -

The Planning Board took its first
look at the plans Tuesday

Kamal said plans for developing
the park came, through the backing
of state Rep. Chuck Mérse, who once
served on a recreation advisory
committee. The eight-acre parcel of

,land had once been eyed for a shop-

ping plaza about 10 years ago, until
plans fell threugh and the site was
sold to the state for a Park & Ride.
State representatives and local offi-
cials lobbied the state to swap their
land on Cluff Crossing for other

!

|

town land, accordmg to Ross Mold-

- off, Salem’s Planning Director.

If approved, the parks would be
located about 100 feet from wetland
areas where Policy Brook and Por-
cupine Brook meet, according to
Peter Biegel, a landscape architect
with HBLA Inc. of Portsmouth, who
is designing the field.

“There’s a 100-foot setback from
the wetland. And in a couple of areas
it encroaches the buffer,” Biegel
said. “We're not really thinking
there are any concerns. I think the
benefits of having a project like this
isthat'sa developable piece of prop-
erty and it's going to have 100 per-
cent vegetation.”

The state Wetlands Board w111k
have to give the final approval of the
plans. Biegel said that he has
already met with state officials who
reacted favorably to the project.

But the town is still waiting for the
plans to go through a hearing
process. That hearing process could
happen over the next few weeks,
Biegel said.




Gregory likes Salem. His daughter just
bought a house there. He likes shopping at
stores open 24 hours a day and likes the
proximity to Boston. And he doesn’t like
Humphrey scoffing at it.

~ “I mean, what’s he thinking?” Gregory

| 9’/_?/0 zé
Salem feels

stung by

‘Humphrey’s |

remark

EAGLE EYES

Dave Levinthal

" There is asphalt in
Salem like there are
clouds in the sky. More
’  gray than green. Yeah,

yeah, we all drive Route
28, too. ‘

But Republican guber-

4 natorial candidate Gordon - _

- /. Humphrey took it upon

" Limself to illustrate New

5 Hampshire’s urban
sprawl at Salem’s
expense. At a forum last weekend in Bed-
ford, he vowed that if elected governor, he
will never let the rest of New Hampshire
look like the Granite State’s not-so-urbane
urban-like gateway.

«I would feel pretty badly if Ileft a state.
to my children that looked like Sglem, ‘
frankly,” Humphrey told the audience. ‘No
offense to the people of Salem, but we don’t

want more
Salems in
€ Ufban spraw l every part of
is going to hap- the state”
No offense?
pen unless you B e
close the state. Selectmen
You want growth ~ Chairman
. 5 i Gregory
n your stqte. ey T
This is the natur- Salem might -/
al ession i be an easy tar-
progn f get, Gregory
you want acknowledged.
growth.»? But for a candi-
date who
Salem Selectmen already lost
Chairman Richard one gubernato-
rial race and is
; Gregory trailing in the
polls during bis
second try, pin-

pricking Salem, the state’s sixth-largest
municipality, is a curious strategy.

“What an (expletive),” Gregory_said.
«“Notice he didn’t say Nashua. Notice he
didn’t say Plaistow.”

.

Salem is, is inappropriate. Urban sprawl is
going to happen unless you close the state.
You want growth in vour state? This is the

natural progression if you want growth.”

And what does Gregory think of Chich-
ester, Humphrey’s residence?

“I don’t particularly like Chichester,” he
deadpanned.

Humphrey explained his comments were
not meant to disparage Salem. Would
Salem residents themselves want the Gran-

. ite State to become the Concrete State?

“I used the example to amplify a point: If
we fail in our goal for environmental stew-
ardship, we fail our children,” Humphrey
said. “In this context, the people of Salem I
believe will understand.”

Not Ed Callahan, general manager of Rock-
ingham Park.

He noted Humphrey’s Salem-slamming
history: This is the same guy who earlier
this year called the gambling industry
“scummy and sleazy” during a Statehouse
public hearing. That’s not exactly a stun-
ning endorsetnent for Salem, the capital of
New Hampshire’s gambling universe.

“He has basically called everyone in the
community of Salem nasty things,” Calla-
han said. “If he thinks he can win a guber-
natorial race doing that, he apparently
knows better than 1.” - ,

Former House Speaker Donna Sytek, a

Please see LEVINTHAL, Page 10
m ,

Continued from Page 9

Salem resident and fiscal agent for
Humphrey’s gubernatorial oppo-
nent Bruce Keough, gave the for-
mer two-term U.S. senator some
_benefit of the doubt, if not much.

“Salem is an example of what
. happens when you don’t have a
long-term urban plan. The town
r_ecognizes the need for beautifica-
tion projects,” Sytek acknowledged.
“But come on, you're not going to

win a lot of friends here by poking

us in the eye.”

Republican primary opponents
-Keough and Cralg Benson declined
-to comment on Humphrey’s com-
_ments.

But, added Keough spokesman

- Chartie Arfinghaus, “Bruce definitely
loves Salemn.”



OUR VIEW

Policies Gordon Humphrey supports help make
Salem, N.H., look the way it does.

0 one will ever accuse New Hampshire gubernatori- | .
N al candidate Gordon Humphrey of being a silver-
tongued smoothie. . : ‘

The former two-term senator and 2000 Republican nom-
inee has a record of making more enemies than friends
with his mouth. In 2000, he and Gov. Jeanne Shaheen ran
campaigns based more on verbal attacks than real issues.

In a three-way race for the Republican homination for
governor this year, Humphrey already has hinted at
“rumors” that rival Craig Benson’s health s not all it could
be. Benson later said that he once had a viral infection of
the heart but his current health is fine. ;

On two separate occasions Humphrey’s words may have
cost him votes in Salem, N.H., usually a Republican strong-
hold. :

Earlier in the campaign, Humphrey said the gambling
industry is a “scummy and sleazy” operation in which New
Hampshire should have no part. Many viewed that as a
slam against Rockingham Park, the horse owners who race
there and its patrons. " -

And recently, Humphrey made it clear that Salem is not
his idea of a great little town.

“I would feel pretty badly if I left a state to my children
that looked like Salem, frankly,” he told a candidate forum
in Bedford while discussing urban sprawl. “No offense to
the people: of Salem, but we don’t want more Salems in
every part of the state.” ’

We imagine that Humphrey is talking about the strip of
retail establishments along Route 28, businesses that gen-
erate a good deal of property taxes for the town. Route 28 is

‘community in New Hampshire.

If Humphrey wants tg criticize retail development, he
ought to consider, in light of his opposition to broad-based
taxes, how Salem came to look the way it does.

New Hampshire’s lack of a sales tax draws many shop-
pers from Massachusetts. Nashua, Salem and Plaistow,
N.H,, are just north of large population centers in Massa-
chusetts — Lowell, Lawrence and Haverhill, respectively.
Each has grown 4 large and prosperous retail strip.

But why would these three New Hampshire communities
allow the dense retaj] evelopraent Humphrey considers so



You can’t fault him for lack of
responsiveness,

Gordon Humphrey last month: ]
would feel pretty badly if I left 4
state to my children that looked likel
Salem. No offense to the people of
Salem, but we don’t want morg
Salems in every part of the state.”

Gordon Humphrey this month:
“Beautiful Salem. What a beautifu
town! No wonder residents are
proud. Yet, most would agree wel
need to do more to DPrevent commer
cial sprawl in our state, As governor,
Gordon Humphrey will work to pre
serve open spaces for us, for ou
children and for their children.”

These latest comments came
courtesy of a full-page advertise
ment yesterday in the weekly Sale

pretty picture of Salem flush wi
foliage. (No Wal-Mart, Rockinghan
Park or strip mall in sight.)

“Sen. Humphrey wants to make|
sure that he wasn’t implying any
thing disparaging toward Salem,’
said former state Sen. Jim Rubens
Humphrey’s spokesman. “People in
Salem felt their town was referenced
in a way that was less than flatter
ing, and we're trying to make it clea
what Sen. Humphrey is saying.”

Humphrey, again a Republican
gubernatorial candidate, made hig
original comments at a gubernatori
al forum last month in Bedford.

For one Salem legislator
Humphrey’s kiss-and-make-up
strategy is a joke.

“Definitely too little too late. I was
completely turned off by what he
said,” said Selectran and state
fames Holland, R-Salem. “Look, hig
campaign is in trouble. He’s just
reaching out and grabbing at any
thing. He may be getting desperate.’

State Rep. Richard Cooney, R-Salem
offered Humphrey some benefit of
the doubt.

“He’s trying at least,” Coone
said. “The ad running is better than|
him not doing it.”
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Hidden forest entrance uncovered

The Salem Town Forest, a 200-acre refuge on

. Route 11, just after the state highway garage and be-
- fore Shadow Lake, is getting more use now that what
" had been a hidden entrance has been opened up. “It's
an oasis in the sea of sprawl that has become Salem,”
said planning director Ross Moldoff. “It’s a gem.”
There’s a brook, ponds, wildlife, and 3 miles of trails.
Along footbridge leads from the parking lot to the
forest and various projects have added bulletin
boards, bat houses, and trail markers. The Conserva-
tion Commission manages the site. o



Salem Planning Board axes trees,

e

stone walls on scenic Zion Hill Road

Despite appeals and protests from
rore than 60 people who live on or near
Zion Hill Road or travel it every day, the

planning board voted 43 Tuesday might
to allow tress to be cut and

by stone walls to be taken down
JOAN in order to widen the road to
HUNT 4 ravel width of 24 feet. The
Mews Editor

vote came after four hours of
emotional input from resi-
dents and deliberation’ between board
members.

The planning board must approve
removal of trees and stone walls related
to roadway itnpravement projects only in
the case of a scenic road, and Zion Hill
Road, designated a scenic road at town
meeling in 1976, is the town’s only scenic
road.

Public Works Dirsctor Rodney
Bartlett described the road reconstruction
project, which extends from Bhuff Road
to Maithew Drive and requires the
removal of ey obstruction within three
feot of the travel way. He explained that
the plan originally called for a four-foot

shoulder, but it had been altered to two-
foot shoulders, which saves about 38
tress. The 24-foot width, Bartlett said,
trrchudes bt te Gepe Cod
berm and underground drainage system.

In 4ll, some 67 trees will be removed,
17 of which are within three feet of the
existing pavement, which Bartletl said
the town could take down as part of &
safsty issue anyway.

Reasons given for widening the road
were to improve drainage and safety on
the roadway. According to Mark Gross of
MHF Design Consultants, their survey
showed that the pavement averages from
20 feet wide near the intersection of Bluff
and Millville roads to 18 feet in some
places and 22 feet in others, going up to
24 feet near Matthew Drive.

He said traffic volume on Zion Hill
Road has increased to more than 3,000
vehicles per day. Any street where 800 or
rore vehicles per-day travel on it should
be considered a primary street, and that
requires 30 foet of pavement, he said.
Since they didn’t feel that was appropri-

it e

ate for a scenic road, he said they cut it
down to 24 feet. '

During the public hearing, Clff
Cleary of 1 Zion Hill Road said he

thought more than $100,000 could be
saved by reducing the project to a 20-{foot

- width, and he said he saw no reason that

couldn’t be done. He also said the trees
along the Putnam property, which
belongs to his wife and her family, were
of no interest to them.

*] feel personally if some of them
were removed it would make a more
scenic view and would open up the stone
walls that are not visible,” he said. “But
we need some speed signs on that road.”

Speed was a major consideration for
most of the residents who spoke against
the project. Most residents believed that’
widening the road, smoothing out curves
and lopping two feet off the hill would
encourage motorists to travel st even
greater speeds than they do already.

Erica Sieffert, who grew up at 53 Zion

Please see PLANNING page 10

Hill Road, said her grandmother lives
across the street and she was never
allowed to walk across to see her
because of the danger caused by
speed and the volume of traffic on the
road. She said she lived one kilometer
from North Salem Elementary School
and never was allowed to walk to
school for the same reason.

“I have one row of trees between
me and what is essentially a 50 mph
road, and I'm concerned about my
property value,” said Charlie Hutchins
of 7 Zion Hill Road. One of his trees is
24 inches wide and150 years old,
which he said could not be properly
replaced by a sapling.

Tom Campbell, a Zion Hill resi-
dent who is also chairman of the con-
servation commission, asked the
board to consider the oaks and maples
that form a canopy of color in the fall
as wall as the deer and wildlife that
would be forced further out if more
trees were removed.

Manny Sousa, whe lives at 54 Zion
Hill Road, said two automobiles have
Janded on his stone wall, the most
recent one this spring, He maintained
the wall was a safety feature, which
would have protected children had
they been playing in his yard.

“Consider the historical perspec-
tive — what's the purpose of
stonewalls,” he said. “Last summer at

“We have lost much of the woodland on Zion
Hiif Road and much of the open space and what
remains is the trees and the stone walls. Remove
the trees, remove the stone walls and clearly you
don’t have a rural road any longer.”

my own expense, [ reconstructed my
wall and every one of them came from
that piece of property. ... Those rocks

' have been there for a long ime.”

Brenda Sack, speaking as a resi
dent and member of the budget com-
mittee, said there was no money in the
budget for reconstructing stone walls,
although selectmen have pledged t©
do that in places where they will have
to be taken down. She said neither
Ermer Road nor Kelley Road had
drainage problems until they were
“fixed,” and she reminded the board
that trees also act as a sound barrier.

“One thing I have tried very hard
to do in this community is 1o try to
[maintain some modicum of its rural
character,” said conservation comumis-
sion member George Jones. “We have
fost much of the woodland on Zion

- Consetvation Commission mermber
) George Jones

Hill Road and much of the open space
and what remains is the trees and the
stone walls. Remove the trees, remove
the stone walls and clearly you don'’t
have a rural Toad any longer.”

“T suggest to you that the quality of
life can’t be measured with a tape
measure, and it can't be checked out
with a transit” Jones said. He also
questioned the board of selectmen’s
authority to remove trees in the right

of way unless they could be proven o

create a hazard.

He said it was his understanding
that a property owner owns all land to
the center of the readway.

“When you go to remove a wall o
trees, you better be damned certain
you have the permission of the prop-
erty owner to do that” he said.

After the public hearing, planning

board member Maria Hamilton said
she was unconvinced that trees and
stone walls had to be sacrificed to
improve Zion Hill Road.

“There is nothing you have said to
us that will refute the common sense
comments from the public,” she said.

Phyllis O'Grady asked Bartlett if
the ultimate goal was to reconstruct
the road or make it better for traffic or
drainage or all of the above. He said it
was presented.as a reconstruction pro-
ject to completely replace the roadway
structure with all new drainage. He
maintained that a 24-foct width was
necessary to do the job adequately.

Michael Lyons said the "speedway”
issue shouldn't be considered because
“we don't say we are not going to
improve roads because we are worried
about people going faster.” Arguing that
the board of selectmen was ultimately
responsible for malking the residents on
the road happy with the project, he
favored voting for the removal of trees
and stone walls.

In the windup, Hamilton, O'Grady’
and Robert Boucher voted against giv-
ing permission, but the messure car-
ried. An amendment to encourage the
board of selectmen to do “all they can
to maintain the scenic character of
Zion Hill Road passed unanimously.

Selectmen will discuss the project
at 7 pan. next Monday night during
their meeting in the Knightly Meeting
Room in Town Hall.



7> Who speaks
for the trees"

Obvmusly not the planmng board, who voted Tuesday

' Hlﬂ Road the town’s only scenic road — makmg 1t, we can’t
help but think, less scenic. Why?

That's the question several members of the board had as
much trouble coming to grips with as the audience, who
crowded into the Knightly Meeting Room during the pubhc
hearing hoping to find an advocate.

Planning Board member (and Chairman of the Board of
Selectmen) Dick Gregory went so far as to say that Zion Hill
Road really isn’t scenic any more anyway, and there are lots
of ways to make the road prettier after it is widened, adding
that “there are all kinds of ways to make something historic.”

That one stumps us. We can't for the life of us figure out
how to recreate a 100-year-old tree.

The old Concord coaches used to travel Zion Hill Road,
said Stephanie Micklon. It was a road before Salem was &
town. ’

“If you do not preserve your past, you are going to regret
it,” she warned.

Zion Hill Road is a remnant of Salem’s rural charm and
character that hasn’t been overrun by progress, and every
one of the 60-plus people who turned out Tuesday night
wants to see it stay that way. They like the canopy of trees,
the stone walls that were built with rocks as old as, well, dirt;
and the wildlife that still frequents the area.

Linda Harvey, of the conservation commission and an
avid bicyclist, said the road is listed on state Department of
Transportation maps as a regional bike route for adult tour-
ing cyclists. Because the road is narrow, cars will hold up
and wait for cyclists, she explained.

That may soon change.

The planning board’s voice of reason, Maria Hamilton,
urged her colleagues to hold out for a better plan or at least
for more information as to why the road couldn’t be recon-
structed without losing trees and stone walls, but not enough
of them listened. They did, however, tack on a little post-
script to their decision, urging the selectmen to preserve the
rural character of the roadway they had just jeopardized by
their decision to cut down the trees and move stone walls.

Like that’s going to happen. As George Jones said, when
you get rid of the trees and the stone walls, there isn't much
else that is scenic to preserve.

The planning board passed the buck. Hamilton tried to
keep the board focused on its responsibility — to make a
tough decision, which is an unusual one for the planning
board but necessary because of the importance of a scenic
road. Instead, they voted 4-3 to allow the cutting with the
idea that the selectmen were the final authority and they
would be dealing with the public again on Monday night.

Judging from the remarks made by various members of
the public as they stomped out of Town Hall this week, the
planning board didn’t do the selectmen any favors.
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Editorial

Meeting
or marathon?

" It's not an Olympic event yet, but Salem board meetings
are taking on Herculean proportions, and it’s getting to the

“point that some sort of advance conditioning may be needed

for participants to go the distance.

Take the planning board meeting last Tuesday night, for
example. The entire four hours were taken up by just one
event — the Zion Hill Road discussion. Those who lacked
training in sitting in one place for long periods of time or the
ability to repeatedly hear the same information without
allowing their eyes to glass over were at a distinct disadvan-
tage coming down the home stretch.

It was good experience, however, for Monday’s board of
selectmen meeting, where the Zion Hill Road contest came
late on the program but lasted until morning. The event fea-
tured many of the same commpetitors, but they employed new
game strategies that initially seemed to favor the selectmen.

- To many spectators it appeared that a cadre of the select-
men had formed a team within the team, having practiced
and perfected the compromise with the residents on road
improvements maneuver. But they were no match for a moti-
vated team of citizens who discovered the strategy and
found a way to overcome it

The residents, enjoying a hometown advantage, clearly
profited by tightening up their arguments and pacing the
competition in areas where running side-by-side could be
accomplished without anyone becoming winded.

- Still, it was a grueling contest, and judges would give the
selectmen high marks for listening and the residents kudos
for stamina and determination. Their ability to accomplish a
tabling of a final decision promises a rematch down the
road.

The Zion Hill Road event, occurring as late in the evening
as it did, may have caught some selectmen at a disadvantage,
as they had already participated in the Millville Beach tug-of-
war between residents who want to share the beach with
others in town and those who prefer to shut out the public.

This event followed the Brenda Sack citizen request, sim-
ilar to the old-fashioned bear-baiting event, where the town
manager sat quietly in the limelight, while Ms. Sack tossed
accusations at him before the crowd applauded.

Somewhat spent, the selectmen rallied late in the agenda
(albeit early in the morning) to sprint with the proponents of
speed burmps on Shore Drive. It was a sloppy finish, but they
stuck to their guns, putting off a decision in the face of stren-
uous opposition.

And that was that. Despite the fact that additional training
may be necessary to keep up with some of the town’s board
meetings, it is encouraging that so many participants are
joining in the games. With the low turnout at recent town
meetings, it is refreshing to see residents taking an interest in
things that fall into their arena..

s o s ———————
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Planners need |
to listen to residents

To the Editor:

At the Salem Planning Board
meeting of July 9, the residents of
Zion Hill Road came out to ask the
Planning Board to consider our desire
that the road NOT be widened. The
impact of the widening would be the -
loss of 68 trees and the removal and
reconstruction of several stonewalls.
Although Zion Hill Road is classified
as a scenic road, certain members of
the Planning Board, including the
selectmen’s representative, Dick
Gregory, chose to ignore the vote of
the 1976 Town Meeting (because it is
not as scenic as it was 27 years ago)
and allow the potential devastation of
a scenic road. o

Are they afraid to make the tough

- decision? Are they unwilling to listen

to the residents? I do not know. I am

. concerned that some members of the

Planning Board apparently think that
the so-called experts and their data
are more important than the concerns

- and opinions of the residents. Maybe

they will listen if we change some
members of the Board of Selectmen
next March, and if a new group of
selectmen will appoint members of
the Planning Board who will consider
the opinions and concerns of the citi-
zens of Salem to be more important
than what an expert says.

Thomas Campbell
Salem ‘
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Ed Colley’s View

Some people in Windham, N.H., are upset over the laser light show from the new 1”
Canobie Park ride. A

................................................................................
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WINDHAM, N.H. 8-

Town vexed
by Canobie
laser light

By Caroline Louise Cole
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT
‘ bnoxious” and “inconsider-
ate” are the words Windham
selectmen are using to de-
scribe the new nighttime la-
ser light show at Canobie
Lake Park, which they believe is piercing
their community’s “country feel.”

The local amusement park in neighbor-
ing Salem, N.H., launched its new Star
Blaster thrill ride just in time for its Memo-
rial Day opening. The 12-seater vertical
slide sends riders airborne up an 80-foot-
high tower simulating the weightless punch
astronautsdeel blasting off into outer space.

To draw attention to the ride, a brilliant
shaft of green light shoots into the night sky.
The display, in which the laser light moves
in a circle flashing sequentially in eight dif-
ferent directions, will contin- 5 ge04n4 time '
ue each night until Labor expostire b
Day. L

The pulsating laser spot- mme
light that emanates from the emitted from
top of the Star Blaster tower the Star Blaster
can be seen as far away as
Manchester 19.5 miles to the amuse.ment

parkride at
north, Amesbury 26.1 miles Canobie Lake
to the east, and Woburn 25 Park.
miles down Interstate 93 to
the south. In fact, park owner Wayne Ulaky
said he spent hours figuring out where to
aim the thin beam of light for maximum ex-
posure. It is the only laser show attached to
an arnusement park ride in the Northeast,
he said.

Windham’s five-member Board of Se-
lectmen and many who live in the rural en-
clave of 12,500 are not amused.

“It’s one of those marketing things we
just don't think is needed,” said Margaret
Crisler, chairman of the Windham Board of
Selectmen, whose community shares Cano-

“bie Lake with Salem. “Windham is a com-
LASER LIGHT, Page 8
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- Town not amused by Canobie Lake

BosToN SUNDAY GLOBE

> LASER LIGHT
Continued from Page 1
munity that has worked hard to
remain a rural oasis and this laser
is just the sort of light pollution we
try to discourage.” :
Windham Selectman Alan Car-
penter said he is particularly dis-
appointed because Salem’s plan-
ning board permitted the laser
without asking its neighbors for
an opinion on its regional impact.
“And then when we wrote
them a letter asking for a chance
to discuss the possibility of regu-
lating the laser’s hours of oper-
ation, they ignored us,” Carpenter
said.

Carpenter said he is also sur-
prised the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration allowed the laser giv-
en its proximity to Manchester
Alrport and the flight corridor up
1-93 connecting Boston’s Logan
Airport to Pease in Portsmouth
and points north.

James Keller, chairman of Sa-
lem’s planning board, said he was
unaware of Windham’s May 23
letter and his board approved the
laser “as & minor change” in Cano-
bie Lake’s site plan.

“That’s what we do whenever
they add a new ride,” he said. “As
far as the letter from Windham
goes, I guess it must be sitting on
our planner’s desk.”

Ross Moldoff, the town’s plan-
ner, is on vacation and therefore
did not respond to a
reporter’s call for

B g T A R T

Whatdo
you think?

Should there be more re-
strictions on the laser at
Canobie Lake Park?

Mail your responses to:
Globe NorthWest
442 Marrett Road

Lexington, MA 02421

or e-mail them to:
globenorthwest@globe-
.com

HEHEH B D v e e i en

laser’s installation.

Kevin Dillon, airport director
at Manchester Airport, said the la-
ser does not affect flights at the
airport.

In fact, it was an aviation inci-
dent that convineed the owners of
Laser Fantasy to seek the FAA's
help, according to Paul Torgeson,
acompany salesman,

A Southwest airline pilot was
momentarily blinded by a laser we
installed at the Las Vegas Hilton
back in 1994 which caused Las Ve-
gas to shut down all laser light
shows,” Torgeson said. “Now we

are very careful how
the beams are direct-

comment. ‘It just enhances ed and their intensi.
Arlene Salac, a . : ty.”
spokeswoman for the the thnll Oftb]S Keller in Salem

FAA, said her agency ride and adds to

does not have “regu-

said he is “not averse”
to the idea of working

latory authority” over IS Space with his Windham
so-called “non-termi- st s counterparts to
nating entertainment mission theme’ tweak the laser so
Iasers,” but that Laser Wayne Uraxy thatitislessintrusive
Fantasy Inc. of Belle- Owner of Canobie Lake ©0 the nightsky.
vue, Wash., which Park But at Canobie
supplied Canobie’s la- Lake Park, Ulaky said
ser, did request a he doesn’t know what
safety analysis. all the fuss is about.

. “We ask the vendors to work “P've wanted one of these since
with us and we”have bfagn“mvolved Isaw a laser show for the first time

regulation goes, really their only
motivation for coming to the FAA
is that if there is an accident and it
can be proven the laser caused it,
the amusement park could be
found Hable for damages.”

Salac said the FAA performed
the safety analysis and told the
company it had no objection to the

1983,” said Ulaky. “It just en-
hances the thrill of this ride and
adds to fts space mission theme.”

Seconding that motion was
James Bride, 14, of Tyngsborough,
as he was exiting the Star Blaster
ride.

“Awesome,” he said,

AUGUST 4, 2002

laser

ChAmNULLE
LAXE Fanyg

At dusk, (above) the Star Blaster laser show begins, as riders

enjoy the ride. Time exposure (below) shows the laser beam.

GLOBE STAFF PHOTGS/ JOANNE RATHE
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On Tuesday, Sept. 24, planning
board members began working on a
Salem not yet built. Among the topics
discussed were improvements to

Veteran's Parkway, pre-
by serving open space and

ERIC examining uses for the
BAXTER land around Rockingham
News Editor  Park. )

sions of the town's master
plan, adopted in 2001. The master
. plan functions as a loose set of guide-
lines to help the town become what
the planning board members and
town planner envision between now
" and 2011
Tuesday's topics covered a wide
spectrum, from roads and buildings to
open spaces. Town Planning Director
Ross Moldoff said each topic dis-
cussed at the work session was “con-
nected,in the sense they deal with the
future growth and development in the
community.”

Rockingham Area Plan
For the past several years, the town
has eyed the land around

Rockingham Park for possible devel-

The plans are exten-

»
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‘Work session addresses Salem’s future

opment. The questions faced by plan- -

ning board members at the Tuesday
work session were how to attract
developers and how to develop the
area. ,
Moldoff suggested tinkering with
the area’s zoning and allowing for
multi-use, rather than strictly commer-
cial and industrial development.
*We'd like to create a mixed-use,
pedestrian-friendly ~ area,”

“Village-oriented development would
work very well with the race track.”

Village-oriented  development
mixes businesses and residential
developments together. Moldoff said
the land around the track would be a
good place for luxury apartments or
senfor housing with a mix of smaller
businesses.

Under the master plan, the first pri-
ority would be preservation of the
track. Further development would be
used to enhance the area and make
the track more viable.

However, Moldoff stressed plans-

were in the early stage and subject to
change.

said.
"Moldoff in an earlier interview.

Open space preservation
With open space disappearing at a
rapid rate' Moldoff has aimed the

" town’s sights on preserving the

remaining large tracts of land. Again,
planning board members looked at
tinkering with zoning regulations and
development guidelines to ensure the
remaining 24 parcels of 25-plus acres
of land will contain some undevel-
oped areas.

“The value of the land is so high
there is a pressure to develop. We're
just looking to preserve some green
space,” said Moldoff.

Veteran's Parkway Plan

The Veterans Parkway is one of
the key access roads on the travel
routes between Route 28 and
Lawrence Road. Planning board mem-
bers, with consultant Steve Pernaw,
used traffic studies from the proposed
senior housing project and Market
Basket to examine possiblg changes to
the parkway. '

The group looked at mdenmg the
parkway to three lanes and improving
the problem intersection at the
&ntrance to the Kmart plaza.
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A unique solution
to wetlands problem

¢ The site is near anoth-
er driving range, around
the comer on Brady
Avenue at The Scottish
Highland Golf Course.

By James A. Kimble
Staff Writer

SALEM — Proposing a golf dri-
ving range off of Route 38 may not
be an unheard-of idea, but how its
owners plan to keep balls from
" landing in the drink may be a first
for Salem.

Developers for the project —
Mark Pearson and Steve Devito —
plan to cover two wetlands that
run through the center of the pro-
posed range with large nets set on
10-foot poles.

“What they have proposed to do |

. is cut down the trees and build up
a bit of a berm around the wetland
and put 10-foot high posts and net-
ting on top of the wetland so they
could use the site,” said Planning
Director Ross Moldoff. “They’re
not allowed to fill the wetland but
apparently we have a letter from
the state saying they’re allowed
(to use the nets).”

~ Salem’s Conservation Commis-
sion voted against disturbing the
wetland, but because the state’s

Wetland Board recommended the
nets, the Planning Board may
have little choice in approving
that part of the plan, according to
Planning Board Chairman James

Please see GOLF, Page 16

Please join us for a
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i‘;Continued from Page 15

Keller.

~«we'd be hard pressed to not
‘approve that portion of the plan
-although it’s peculiar and it’s
awkward. They will go before the
‘wetlands bureau and if it's grant-

“ed conditional approval (by the \

‘Planning Board), they will get the
‘permit,” Keller said. ‘
- “] have never seen a proposal
that called for screening above a
wetland to protect it, but there’s 2
first for everything, I suppose,”
-said Keller.

The two wet areas run approxi-
mately 90 feet long and 60 feet
wide, and 110 feet long and 60
feet wide. The first would be near
the 75-yard mark, the second
would stretch across the 150-yard

- mark, according to Moldoff.

Developers plan to use a 20-
acre site, but only 2 to 2 '/2 acres
would be developed, Moldoff

said. The Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment previously granted a vari-
ance to locate the range in a resi-
. dentially zoned section of town.-

The site is near another driving

range around the corner on
Brady Avenue at The Scottish
Highland Golf Course.

Keller said some nearby resi-
dents have concerns about sorme
vegetation and trees being
removed from the area. But with
only a preliminary visit to the
board so far, Keller said the plan
faces at least one more hearing
before approval.

. T~
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Developer: Pursuing
many projects in area

Continued from Page 1

Callahan, vice president/general
manager of Rockingham Park.

The third owner is Thomas.

Mabher. -

Along with Kelly’s brother,
Christopher Kelly, and another

partner, they bought the old.
Wang towers for $525,000 when-
the high-rise buildings went up -
for auction following the bank- !
ruptcy of the former computer-

giant Wang.

The developers pumped $65

million into renovating the tow-
ers, which gave Lowell’s sagging
economy a big boost, said Bob

Malavich, Lowell’s director of '

housing and community devel-
opment.

“I think Rockingham Park is
in good hands,” Malavich said.
“They took a building and put
$65 million into it and sold it for
$120 million. It’s fully-tenanted
-with more than 3,000 employees
combined in the (renovated)
tawers.

“It was a big deal for Lowell to
take a building in distress dur-
ing (sluggish) financial times
and help rebuild the city’s econ-
omy on that site.”

NYNEX is one of the tenants
in the renovated towers, called
Cross Point Building.

Currently, Eastern Develop-
ment is in the process of turning
the former Ann & Hope Depart-
ment Store at the Liberty Tree
Mall in Danvers, Mass., into a
Koh!’s Department Store, Stop
and Shop Supermarket and a
Pier I Imports.

Eastern Development has
already developed half of the
200,000 square-foot building in
the Kohl's Department Store.

Evan Belansky, a planner for
the town of Danvers, said the
company has most of its
approvals in place to create the
Stop and Shop Supermarket and
Pier I Imports at the site.

“In their dealings with the
town, they worked real well with
the town,” Belansky. “Ann &
Hope sat vacant for a year and a
half and the tawn wac anviane ta

make it a viable part of the mall.
They hired top notch consultants
to do studies and plans.”

It was one of five former Ann
& Hope stores bought by East-
ern Development with a total of
1 million square feet of retail
space: Based in Rhode Island,
Arnn & Hope, a discount depart-
~ment store chain, ;s townsizing
into a smaller retaﬂer

In July, etth Country LLC, a

: Delaware company with an

address in Wobum, Mass., pur-
chased the Pentucket Shoppmg
Center on Route 125 in Plaistow -
-5 Which is home to Wal-Mart
and-Staples — for $6.2 million at
a foreclosure aucuon

Just days after the sale, sever-
al store owners received evic-
tion notices from an attorney for
Esstern Development — a com-
pany which is tocated at the
same address as North Country
LLC.

According to Plaistow plan-

. ning officials, no plans have be .

filed by the development compa-
ny.
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(Continued From Page A1}

clear at this-stage what the devei-
oper

end in two years, . i)
“I think there is sadness in the

will build on the site, but it -

7 seems almost certain racing will .

thoughts that another race track

is
racetracks closing

boro. .

Declining revenues brought on -

going by the boards,” said Call- .
ahan, citing the modern trend of
d communities such as Fox- .

by competition from casinos that -

opened in Connecticut a decade
ago are to blame
uled closure, Callahan said. He
said track officials have waged an
intense campaign in recent years
to bring video lottery to the park,
However, that effort met with

failure earlier this

for the sched-

year when the -

state Legislature defeated such a:
plan ‘

' Callahan said
‘declining sharply

percent. In 1991, the park experi-

enced almost $200 million in ..

business began .
in 1992 when
the casinos opened,  with wa- .
gering on races dropping by 50

business. However, that figure .

fell to $93 million

.an said,
since 1992
have been
ultimately you have to
body an idea what will

has exceeded what we

happen —

this way we’ll have two years to

plan and try to make the transi-
" tion as smooth as possible.”
Owners will work with track
- workers and the ‘associated
unions in the coming months to
provide job training. and other
programs, Callahan said. . The
in the offseason and about 600
. during the Tacing season , which
runs in the spring and summer.

“There are a lot of very -good
people who have worked here a
long time,” Callahan said.

While there is no development
plan yet, track officials intend. to
work with the Salem Planning
Board and other local boards to
coordinate the effort and keep
the community informed about
the project,

Once the two years are up, it

Fastern Development company
I> familiar with Granite State

Representatives of Eastern De-
velopment LLC in Woburn,
Mass., met with Salem town offi-
cials this week, according to Plan-
ning Director Ross Moldoff.

T rdmne ™

ayearlater, . .

_“We have continued to operate
"nd battle the competition,” Call- ~
“Just the cost of living -

able to produce, and
give every- -

_spent many

track employs about 300 people .

with Rocking

~ Rock history

R S 1906: More than 10,000 fans

- showed up for the track’s open-

~ ing, despite the fact that betting
on horses was illegal. When the
21-day meet ended, however,
thoroughbred horse racing in the
Stateended, too. .
»1931: Lou Smith invested in
the track arid lobbied'the state - ,

legisiature to legalize pari-mutuel

wagering; L o : / -

»-1933: Rockingham Parkbe-

came a thoroughbred race track.
b19&0 A fire razed the grand- .

sta‘nd,k’s;nd damaged the club-

house. The property closed.

»-1984: Current owners Max
"Hugel, Josepti Camney Jr., Dr.
. Thomas Carriey and Ed Keelan
- reopen the track after rebuilding it.

»2002: After years of rumor that
Rockingham would close, the ;
owners dnnounce théy plan to de- |
velop the 170-acre property in
Salem for retall, office and resi-

dential use, possibly within two

racetrack - ,
Keydatesin =~

seems certain the track will be re-

placed by another business oper-
ation, since the facility -
encompasses almost all of the.
property, said ( » Who's
pe  years working'.
around horse-racing tracks. T

He grew up in Foxboro and
worked at the track there in ‘high
school and college. He has been
ham Park since
1983 and agreed that the an-
nouncement marks a “sad day”
for horse racing in the state, :

In 1906, more than 10,000 fans :
attended ‘the track’s opening, |
when it became New England’s
first thoroughbred race track.
Along with Shoemaker, Johnnie
Longden, the only person to win
the Triple Crown as a rider and ;
owner, also rode at The Rock.

~ *LIVING ROOMS

* FINE LEATHER
, * RECLINERS
Londonderry Turnpike, in Man- * SLEEP-SOFAS
chester, formerly the home of *MOTION FURNITURE
Owen’s Marine. The firm has *BEDROOMS
never said what it plans to do * MATTRESSES

with the provertv. decnita rorant
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R & 5’;3&52«3 28 £ ¢ Two selectmen said they want to
BEC: 8355 o discuss ideas proposed by developers
EREEgEIEE © ; M
280 é 28 Y hired by the park before considering

=" 28T #35 changes. 4
SEEaEY 59 Vi
aFa8oep S5 By James A. Kimble !

258 BE %ggﬁ Staff Writer

= g. % g2 <] Badg SALEM — Two selectmen say they oppose chang-

g 2 _hg aQ g pe 8. ing zoning at Rockingham Park unless they first

g - é @ g g ' g @ é meet with park owners about new plans for the 170-

a8 e gg; 5% acre property.

g = gﬁ %‘d 3 2 % g One of the selectmen, Ronald Belanger, says he
RO E |n 3‘. 58 wants to avoid interfering with park business by

B s g B <. 5

SEES % &= B having premature discussions between selectmen

gf{g_cs!m s g—"’%% and town planners. :

gesd E 50 He said meeting with Planning Board members

=8 % B LR E and discussing the park’s future without first talking

Eye 2 §' =1 & to the owners could hurt their business.

zRar BHBE s “I don't like shooting up red flares over some-
body’s private (business),” he said. “I want it for the
record I oppose supporting the zoning ordinance.”

Selectmen and the Planning Board will meet
tonight to discuss creating an ordinance allowing a
variety of uses on the property. The ordinance is
needed to redevelop the land. Voters may decide on
that ordinance in March.

Last night, Belanger and Selectman Everett
McBride said they oppose tonight’s meeting because
they want first to discuss ideas that developers hired
by Rockingham Park have for the property.

Belanger, a Republican state representative, said
he plans to reintroduce legislation during the next
session to allow video gambling at the park.

Before learning last month that Rockingham
Park would close, the Planning Board had sched-
uled a discussion about revising an ordinance to
rezone the park for multiple uses. The pext day,
Rockingharn Park announced it would end racing in

; ' Please see PARK, Page 10
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SALEM police dog Ritz and Officer John Joy show curlous students from
where Ritz spends some of his time. They
received a Commissioner Citation in Bost
ton police in seizing 31 kiios of cocalne last summer. The street vaiue of the seiz:

on last week for thelr work in a joint

met with the youngsters yesterday. Joy,
sffort

Tracy McGee Photo

Butterfiles Crossing Kindergarten the back seat
Ritz and Saiem Detective Richard Oliveri
with their department, the FBj| and Bos-
ure Is estimated at $2.7 miition,

E. Derry urges new vote

by KIMBERLY HOUGHTON
inion Leader Comespondent

DERRY - More than 200 residents
ave signed a petition asking town coun-
ilors to reconsider a vote made more
1an two years ago that would change
1¢ boundaries of the Fast Derry Fire
recinct.

The petition was presented to the
wn council yesterday a day after the
ew Hampshire Supreme Court ruled
1at the council’s September 2000 vote
transfer nearly half of the East Derry
re Precinct into the Derry Fire District
is reasonable and legal.

June Fahey, an East Derry fire com-
issioner, read the petition to town offi-
ils. Prior to her announcement, the
uncil issued a statement on the court’s
ling, saying it is “especially gratified
it the Supreme Court recognized that
* council decision was based on legiti-
te public safety concerns.”

Fahey argued that the council should
‘onsider changing the boundaries for
: sake of every citizen's safety in
rry and East Derry, adding the fire de-

i
|}
1

HUNGER BANQUET — — —

partment that can reach a certain loca-
tion in the quickest amount of time
should be allowed to cover that area,

Although the court ruled that bounda-
ries may be changed, its ruling did not
take into consideration a new substation
recently built by the East Derry Fire Pre-
cinct in East Derry.

Ron Dupuis, state representative-
elect, R-Derry, said he signed the peti-
tion because the new boundaries could
essentially dissolve the East Derry Fire
Precinet. The best solution to the entire
problem is for East Derry to secede from
Derry, he said, an initiative he has spear-
headed in the last year.

Since the Superior Court originally
ruled that the boundary changes were
unlawful, the Supreme Court’s opposing
ruling that the vote was legal must be
sent back to the Superior Court so the
original judge can reprimand her deci-
sion.

Because it may take some time to for-
malize the court’s decision, some coun-
cilors said they were concerned about
taking any action on the petition.

“I am not sure if that is legal,” said
councilor Craig Bulkley, adding the
town’s legal representative should re-
view the petition and make a recom-
mendation on what should be done,

Councilors Paul Needham and Paul
Hopfgarten said a public hearing
should be scheduled as f00n as possi-
ble to address the petition’s request.
Once the town clerk clarifies that the
petition is legal, a public hearing must
be scheduled within 30 days. 5

If the boundaries are changed as
originally proposed two years ago, it
could cut East Derry’s tax base by
about 42 percent and mean significant-
ly higher taxes.

“If the matter is not further appeal-
ed, the council is now considering that
the revision of the tax rolls will take
place prospectively, effective on April
1, 2003,” said councilor Payl Doolittle,
“This will enable the East Derry Fire
District to conduct ite annual meeting
in March on a forward-looking basis

B Rockingham Park could be
the site of offices, a small
retail area or movie theater;
big-box stores are not in the

forecast.
By JANINE E. GILBERTSON
Union Leader Correspondent

SALEM — The general manager of
Rockingham Park  race track asked
members of the planning board last
night to hold off on developing zoning
articles that would impact the track for
the March warrant and let plans for the
park’s redevelopment take some shape.

“It's like hanging the frame without
the picture,” said Ed Callahan, who has
managed the track for almost 20 years,
“I pray every night that Baming will
occur and racing will continue. I don’t
know if it will but I sure hope it does.”

Callahan said he still has hopes a bill
sponsored by State Rep. Ronald Belang-
er to bring video gaming to the state’s
four race tracks will win approval from

time to let go of that dream.

“If the video gaming doesn’t go in and
that track is dead, it’s going to look like
Beirut,” Callahan said. “The appropriate
planning needs to be done now.”

Callahan told the planning board that
Eastern Development of Woburn, Mass.,
who has been retained to redevelop the
176-acre parcel, is eager to work with the
town and get input on the project.

But planning board members last
night said they wanted to protect them-
selves from undesirable development
such as a row of big-box retailers.

“We're going to become partners in a

giant risk,” planning board member
Gene Bryant told Callahan, “You're
proper-

faced with changing an historic
ty.

Salem is faced with some tremendous
change and right in the heart of the
town. This is going to redefine the image
of Salem and the risk you are asking us
to take is to let the developer rezone 180
acres of our town to the extent that you
want us to wait and see how this alj plays
out.”

Callzahan said although there are no
concrete plans for the property at this
time, he guarantees it will not become a
new home to more big-box retailers.

“There are a thousand ideas,” Calla-
han said. “There is potential for a smail
retail area down near the depot area or

and minimize the disruption that this
appeal has caused.”

maybe some offices ... it could lock ex-

TRACK, Page B2

School study group
ends up empty-handed

By ADAM GROFF
Union Leader Corresponden

HAMPSTEAD — After several months
of study, the school district space needs
committee came up empty-handed last
week on the question of how to address
the school space crunch.

“In the time frame given, the space
needs committee could not agree on a
solution,” said committee co-chairman
and school board member Martha Porned

spring and co-chaired by board members
Pond and Natalie Gallo, has heen dis-
solved, to be replaced by a “space solu-
tions” committee expected to comprise
basically the same people.

School Board Chairman Howard Da-
vine said he was disappointed with the
committee’s report,

“I thought they were going to tell ug
what we were doing,” said Davine..
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Editorial

! Paralyzing

{

WE CANT PLEASE EVERYBODY, SO.... WE
MADE HOURS WE LIKE %

Just g a person in close contact
with government can hear is, “Let’s form a committee.”

That staterment has sounded the death knell for many
well-intentioned projects.

Study committees, citizen committees, sub-committees,
planning committees and well-intentioned but misnamed
future planning committees, are often misused as a way to
keep control of a project in the hands of people bent on
micromanagement.

And as more people are brought on board the oil lubri-
gating the wheels of progress thicken to treacle and make
any movement almost impossible.

A recent example of this is the board of selectmen’s
decision to form a police station study committee.
Composed of citizens, police and, of course, selectmen,
the study comuittee is charged with finding solutions to
the price and location of the new station.

The committee will essentially allow the selectmen
more control over a project over which they should not
| have control. Some input and some oversight on the part
' of selectmen is to be expected, but selectmen have thus far

waffled on the station’s location, failed to outline cost
parameters and then complained when the station came
in at $11.7 million.

They seemed miffed the police had not included them
more in the design process and decided to add their two
cents through the new committee. The new committee,

« NEW HOURS -
MON= FRI #9352 KON
A\ SATURDAY- SUNDAY
“\ «CLOSED"

Guest Op-Ed )
Trade fear for kindness at the holidays

Its patriotic fo help ot

by Mattie J.T. Stepansk
America is the country of goodw

This holiday season. do a random

heart and makes vou feel warm and
strong and peaceful.

however. promises to do little more than paralvze an
already slow process and set back the much-needed sta-

tion even further.

Like their directions to Rodney Bartlett on how to con-

duct a survey on transfer sta

tion usage, the selectmen are

merely rehashing what police department members have
already paid professionals to do.
Except the selectmen will do it with people who have lit-

tle knowledge and experience dealing with

mo Liee-station
selectmen are setting their si
development. The project its

the needs of a

act of kindness. Think to voursell.
“You know what? I feel like doing
something nice for someone,” and
then just do it!

Maybe you could walk up and give
somebody a hug. Or vou could go
somewhere you've been invited. even
if vou don't want ta go. You could take
time to notice the fittle things that
someone does and tell them how
much vou appreciate their effort.

.

With the police station project now held captive, the

ghts on the Rockingham Park
¢lf falls under town and plan-

ning board review but two selectmen. Ron Belanger and

Everett McBride, have voice
amendments being drafted

d strong opposition to zoning
by planning board members

guiding the future of the track’s 170 acres.
It is only a matter of time before the selectmen place

unnecessary restrictions or

unneeded pressure on the

planning board to ensure their input, again slowing the

process.

The board of selectmen needs to realize they are not the
ultimate arbiters of Salem government. It's time for the
selectmen to let the professionals do their jobs, to trust in
their judgment, and pay attention to their own responsi-

bilities.

IR R B

THURSDAY. NOVEMBER 28

Kelley Library closed; will

Rotary Club of Greater Salem

Community Calendar

|

THANKSGIVING k
reopen Saturday, Nov. 30 ¢
|

Holiday inn

O Taviarm

7:30 a.m.

You could give a dollar to a needy
person or a good cause You could
hake cookies and take them to a lone-
Iv neighbor. You don’t have te save the
world. just commit one litde act of
kindness!

There's something wonderfully
homan that comes from giving and
hetping others. You've probably felt it
~ that full fecling that swells vuur

Letters to the Editor
Salem shouldn’t allow

low-income housing
T the Editer:

The closing of Rockingham Park
brings to Salem many opportunities
and challenges to the citizens of our
wonderful community. [ think it
would be lovely to keep the equestti-

CHANNEL 17

MONDAY, BECEMBER 2

8 am. In Praise & Celebration; §:30 a.m.
Salem Today; 11:30 am. Sports Tak; 12:30
. News in Brief with Joan, 1:30 p.m.

. Maeo ot Payibeians Hebidav Treals; 3

And vou know what? That full-
heart feeling doesn't go away. It lasts a
long tinse. 1t's solid and real.

Americans are some of the most
generous, giving people in the world.
Pve seen this for myself, traveling
across the country in the past vear. 1
teel proud o be a citizen of a country
that cares so much for athers.

But I've also seen something else —
that fear can make people shut down
and back away from giving Things
like corporate scandals and terrurism
and talk of war and the econumy
make people afraid, and then thev pull
back to protect therselves.

Many charities are hurting now
because people aren’t giving s much
as they used to. People who need help
aren't gelting it. and that's a terrible
thing iu 4 countey as blessed ag aurs.

an feel, vet have a modem restdential

peighborhood. with acoess to tans
portation for working residents {bus
or rail service] to  Manchester.
Concord and Boston. As we mave for-
ward. lers all voice our ideas to nuake
Salem an even better place to live.
Under no circumstances should we
allow low-income housing This will
bring drugs and crime along with bur-

Salem Community Television

FRIDAY, DECEMBEB 6

& a.m. Varsdy Fieid Hockey vs
Winnacurnet § am. Health Parners; 9:30
am. The Medicine Man' 10 am. Salem
Today: 11 am On the Boad; 12p.m.in
Praise & Celebration with GSBC: 3 pan. SK
3 Coarhnant Qatatr VA 0 m Salem's

tolerance and peace. Let's truly live
to that intage, so we all can have a ‘
ter future.

This time of vear. don't let ©
mess up vour holidavs. Reach out
aive lo others in many acts af k
ness. That fulllieart feeling wifl
one of the best presents vou'll «
receive.

Mattie T Stepanek, 12,15 the
selling author of four “Heartso
books of poetry (Myperion Press
outspoken advocate for peace i
erance. he serves as the Nat
Goodwill  Ambassador  for
Muscolar Dvstrophy Associ:
Mattie has a rare disease relat:
nuscular dvstrophy called mito:
drial myopathy. To learn more
Mattie, visit wawandausd,org i

dening out fine police force and
inzal justice svstem. We liave an
ity to change vur town in e
wav. [ have worked hard and sa°
mv life to become a homeownt
there is no finer own than !
N.H. to raise vour childsen, Let
it that wav.

God bless America.

Ken Gelormivi. Salem

Srowease, 10 p.m. Classic Ars, 122,
NASA TV

WEGNESDAY, BECEMBER 4

5 a.m. Massage Board 8 am. Scerd
Hand; §am, Planet Eath: 10am. £
Fevealed; 11 am. Teaching High 52
Seence; 12 pm. Seence Fist Hand
ey e MAGA T Ann
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At a meeting between the two
boards Nov. 19, Bryant lobbied for.
a zoning amendment that, in his
_view, protected the town’s interests
so town officials had sorme control
over whatever plans developers

" proposed.’
. McBride and Belanger both

ayéw Tribece

16 Thursday, November 28, 2002 1

spoke against the amendment, say-
ing changing the park’s zoning
‘before plans are created could hurt
the park from fully utilizing their
property.
. Ed Callahan, general manager
" .and vice president for Rockingham
. Park, had urged both boards to
“hold off on amending the zoning as
well, saying it could limit the park’s
botential for re-development.
*Callahan stressed developers East-
.ern Development LLC, of Woburn,
- Mass., are just beginning to
_ research what’s feasible on the 170-
“acre parcel.
" Bryant said he was speaking out
. against the selectmen’s inaction on
“his reappointment because he felt it
_was part of an effort to stifle public
.. dialogue on rezoning Rockingham
“Park and how it could be redevel-
.oped over the next several years.
" If Rockingham Park is to be
, “redeveloped, voters must approve
of a different use at the park other
. than racing by revising the current
‘zoning law. Town officials have
" suggested a new zoning amend-
. ment may allow for a mixture of
office buildings, retail stores and
even park space. But proponents of
. the amendment have also suggest-
" ed revising the zoning was needed
“to prevent developers from erect-
" ing a grid of complexes or big box
. retailers.
. Bryant, who has served on the
" Planning Board for about 4 1/2
years, said he wanted to make sure
_ residents knew “that their elected
officials are doing everything they
can to make sure Rockingham

Park is not being held account- |

able.”
But McBride defended his choice
to not support Bryant's continued
service on the Planning Board.
“T'm not going to support somebody
-who is going to rezone the proper-
1y,” he said. “That’s just something
-I couldn’t support.”
McBride called rezoning the
property before developers submit
plans to the town was “premature”,
~ and the town’s interests would be
_protected through an agreement
‘the lawyers for Salem and Rocking-
ham Park are now working on.
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i . they support my reappointment to

SALEM, N.H.

Rock zoning
ideas cost
“planner spot
on board

By James A. Kimble
Staff Writer

SALEM -— Planning Board

- member Gene Bryant said seleg:t-

men decided not to reappoint him | :

because he has lobbied to rezone | :

. Rockingham Park in order to pro- | ;

,-_tect Salem before park owners sub- |
‘mit plans to redevelop the proper-

: ?Bryant, whose term expires at |-
~the end of the month, said Select- |-
‘men Everett McBride and Ronald
-Belanger voiced their nonsupport
‘during an interview on Monday
- because of his stance on re-zoning
~ Rockingham Park.
" - No moation was made to reappoint
Bryant following his interview with
- selectmen on Monday, and a new
.~call for members was made
" .instead.
.. “They said that in no way would

the Planning Board because I stood
for a process that they would not
. support,” Bryant said of Belanger
and McBride. “Everett McBride
.repeated that if there was going to
‘be an amendment to the current
‘zoning at Rockingham Park he
‘would campaign against it, and not
appoint anyone to the Planning
Board in favor of it.”

Bryant said he fears it is an effort
to stifle public dialogue about the
future of the Rock. ,

Changing the zoning at Rocking-
ham Park has been a contentious
issue in front of Planning Board
members and selectmen since the
horse track announced plans to
redevelop the property, and likely
end racing in 2004.
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4 Three new projects will add 250 units for résidents 55
~and older to the city’s housing stock. :

By James A. Kimble saturate the market or if the demand is
Staff Writer _still there.” '

' While one of the projects incorpo-
SALEM — Even after the apPraval rates some “affordable” units as
of thre:e new semor‘housmg projects - iested by the planning board, all
that will 2dd 250 units of housing for ‘fng ¢ developments will be offered at
residents 55 or older within the next .4 et rates, and will offer communi-
year, the‘ demand for senior housing ms, pools and walking paths in
isn’t slowing, Salem’s top planner says. y¢ onse to a growing demand for
“I can tell you we’re still getting

calls for applications from engineers,” m%eaggéla?ishs a consultant for a 16-
Pl Director Ross Moldoff said. - 1of'genion subdivision. off Main Street,
“I wouldn’t be surprised that by the ' ,:

end of next year we have a couple hun- ts the houses being built by
dred more units. After next year, we'll ti Corporation of North Andover,

see what happens — we'll see if they - Mass., will sell before most are actual.
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emand is so strong that he

Demand strong for senior housing

ly built. ‘
The houses will be offered in the low
$300,000 range and up, said DeCarolis.
DeCarolis said developers decided

‘to build individual houses — rather

than an apartment complex or condo-
miniums — because customers from
previous projects said they still want-
ed a certain degree of the indepen-
dence that comes with owning a home.

“They love the concept of an elderly
community. There’s a great deal of
safety to go with it and you don’t have
‘the problems with youth, drugs, this
type of thing,” said DeCarolis, “Many,
many people want to go into an adult
community, but do not want to give up
a right to do things to their property.

Please see HOUSING, Page 8
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- Town
Salem planning board members
are eyeing a more coop-

by erative approach to cre-
ERIC ating  zoning  for
BAXTER Rockingham Park after

' News Editor @ three-hour work ses-

sion last week focused

' their ideas on a viable
plan for the 170-acre parcel. ,

Planning Director Ross Moldoff

T2/ 1z/0E, Obsenien

works

said members were looking into flexi-
ble and less lengthy alternatives to
prior zoning plans, but were sticking
to a few baseline principles to guide
future consideration. -

The first principle included staying

_ with a mixed-use zone for the area and

envisioning the acres as something of a
pedestrian-friendly downtown center.

The second guiding principle will

to refine ‘Rock’ plans

require the developer to bring a master
plan to the town before specific plans,
such as housing or business areas with-
in the park, are introduced.

Planning board members had
directed town attorney Diane Gorrow
to look into legal options for engaging
in a contract with Rockingham Park.
The agreement, said Moldoff, would
essentially give the town and planning
board more time to come to a zoning
agreement with the track. '

At last week’s work session, Gorrow
said while a contract was possible, it
may not be legally enforceable.

The track’s owners, Rockingham
Ventures, Inc, have contracted
Eastern Development, LLC, of
Woburn, Mass. to oversee the general
master development plan for the park.

Track General Manager Ed
Callahan told selectmen earlier this
month the park’s new face would be
determined in part by whether video
gambling was legalized or not. Iflegal-
ized, live Tacing would continue and
be integrated into the overall plan for
the park. Salem Selectman and House
Representative Ron Belanger is one of
the legislators spearheading a bill to

* legalize video gaming. .

If video gambling is defeated, as it
has been since legislation was first
introduced in 1994, then the redevel-
opment would take that change into
account and shift the look of the park
accordingly. ‘

Eastern Development is redevelop-
ing more than 4 million square feet of
retail and office space in Boston,
Lowell and several other cities. The 31-
person company began looking at the
park’s potential earlier this year when
Rockingham announced it could only
sustain two more years of live racing.
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New housing plans to aid seniors

TFor the past decade Salem has
experienced a growing need for hous-
ing, particularly for senjor housing as
the aging population has continued to
by grow. The recent ap-
ERIC proval of two new senior

BAXTER housing projects will
help fill the growing
need, said  Salem
Planning Director- Ross

News Editor

Moldoff. ‘

~ One project, proposed by Lunan
Realty, Inc., will allow 16 single-family

homes to be built off Main Street. The sec-

-ond project, proposed by Kensington, LLC,

would see 88 “garden-style” condos in

three buildings behmd Target off Cluff -

Crossing Road.

Moldoff said the Lunan develop-
~ ment is requiring all residents to be 55
years old and older. Kensington, while
only requiring that one person in the
bousehold be 55 or older, will set
aside 20 percent of the units, or 17
condos, as affordable units. The crite-
ria for “affordable” will be set down
according to New Hampshire Housing

Authorify guidelines.

Both developments have hit upon

aspects of what Moldoff and planning
board members are considering as
zoning amendments for a new defini-
tion of affordable senior housing,
Initial zoning proposals may

require builders to offer 10 to 20 per-

cent of units as “affordable”
Affordable, said Planning  Board
Chairman James Keller in anearlier
interview, is designated by state and
federal regulations.

The second aspect of senior hous-
ing being examined is the age require-
ments for creating senior housing.

At present, the town requires
senior housing to have one individual
in the household age 55 or older.
Keller said planning board members
were asking whether this was truly
senior housing or a mid-transition
point for families.

The proposed amendment would

“ require each person in the household

be 55 or older with the exception of
caregivers. Keller said the amend-

-ment would help ensure only seniors

used senior-designated housing.

The incentive offered to builders to
develop in Salem will be “density bonus-
es,” where a developer building on land
zoned for 1-acre minimum lots could be
allowed to build using half-acre parcels
effectively doubling capacity.

-Keller said the affordability clause,
based on historic examples, would do
little to deter developers.

“The last two to three projects have
offered affordable units on their own,”
said Keller.

Given that, Keller said there was
reasonable expectation .developers
would be amenable to both the afford-
ability requirement and the density
incentive. Planning’ board members’
also studied 15 other communities
drafting similar zoning rules and
amendments as well as speaking to
special consultants for further insight.

Keller stressed planners will hone
the améndment’s language and intent
before presentation to voters in

' March,
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Salem planning board members
' are eyeing a more coop-

by erative approach to cre-
ERIC ating  zoning  for
BAXTER Rockingham Park after
a three-hour work ses-

sion last week focused
o their ideas on a viable

plan for the 170-acre parcel.
Planning Director Ross Moldoff

said members were looking into flexi-
ble and less lengthy alternatives to
prior zoning plans, but were sticking
to a few baseline principles to guide
future consideration. .

The first principle included staying
with a mixed-use'zone for the area and
envisioning the acres as something of a
pedestrian-friendly downtown center.

The second guiding principle will

to refine ‘Rock’ plans

require the developer to bring a master
plan to the town before specific plans,
such as housing or business areas with-
in the park, are introduced.

Planning board members had
directed town attorney Diane Gorrow
to look into legal options for engaging
in a contract with Rockingham Park,
The agreement, said Moldoff, would
essentially give the town and planning
board more time to come to a zoning
agreement with the track. ‘

At last week’s work session, Gorrow ‘
said while a contract was possible, it
may not be legally enforceable.

The track’s owners, Rockingham

. Ventures, Inc., have ' contracted

Eastern Development, LLC, of
Woburn, Mass. to oversee the general
master development plan for the park.

Track General Manager Ed
Callahan told selectmen’ earlier this
month the park’s new face would be
determined in part by whether video
gambling was legalized or not. If legal-
ized, live racing would continue and
be integrated into the overall plan for
the park. Salem Selectman and House
Representative Ron Belanger is one of
the legislators spearheading a bl to

" legalize video gaming.

If video gambling is defeated, as it
has been since legislation was first
introduced in 1994, then the redevel-
opment would take that change into
account and shift the look of the park
accordingly. ‘

Eastern Development is redevelop-
ing more than 4 million square feet of
retail and office space in Boston,
Lowell and several other cities. The 31-
person company began looking at the
park’s potential earlier this year when
Rockingham announced it could only
sustain two more years of live racing,
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Petitions
aimed at

gas station
zoning rules

Two citizen petitiong Passed on by
selectmen at Monday night's meeting
are aimed at strengthening zoning
rules for gas statiops, The petitions are

seeking to amend current
by zoning rules and widen
Bml XTER the distance between
Nows £ Hew gas stations ang

ws Editor : .

e, 10CTEESE the buffer zone

between gas stations and
the town’s two primary water sources,
Canobie Lake and Arlington Pond.

The first petition agks voters to
approve increasing the building dis.
tance between stationg from 1,000
feet to 3,500 feet,

stations from locating within 1,320 feet
of the surface water protection area suy-
rounding Canobie Lake and the
Arlington Mill Reservoir, The additiona]
footage will be added to the quarter-mile
buffer already in place iy the existing
surface water protection area,
The submitted petition use stated
goals for Dreserving and protecting
inking water within Salem as wel]
88 contamination rigks associated
with the gasoline additive MtBE as
Preamble and reasoning for the
increase to the Quarter-mile huffer
Zone, ‘ C
There are more thap 15 gas sta- [
tions operating withi Salem. Existing
stations will not be affected by the
Dew zoning if it passes, However, they
- will be classified ag “preexisting non-
conformants® and any changes to the
stations could be affected by the new
zoning rules, .
- Salem Planning Director Ross
Moldoff said .the new zoning, if |
passed, may have ap effect on new |
station development, but would not !
speculate as to the extent of the
effects.
"~ Apublic hearing on the proposed
zoning amendments will be held on
Jan. 10. :
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